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ith the arks ahd Charadters 


which they mi » diftinguiſh'd 
from va ions. 


| In a Letter to Monſieur aches, 
by Moſes Amyraldus. 
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TO THE 


-- Py 
» 


Right HONOURABLE 4 


» 


0]. 


Earl of Bridgewater , . Viſcount 
rackley, Baron of Elſemere, Lord - 


jieutenant of the County. of ; 
ucks, and one of His Majeſtics | 


EF: 


; Moſt Honourable Privy Conn, | » 


e. 


MY LORD, | '(} 
-H E firſt Fruits, b 
the Law of Ado = 
Jes, were due to- 


God, yet i$1t: no vio 
on now of the. 
A 3 . , heaven 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. q 
heaven, in ſome proportt- 
on, to ſhew our juſt e- Þ © 
ſteem of thoſe who are ſq * 
much like it here on | 
earth : Hence jt is that I ! 
preſume ta Dedicate ' 
theſe my firſt endeavorsof | 
this yea. to Your Lord- ' 
ſhips Patronage and Pro- © 
tection; and I could wiſh : 
that the firſt productions © 
of Artand Study were like * 
thoſe of Nature, that is.the | 
beſt and moſt perfe&t i in \ 
their kind, that fo the Pre- ? 
ſent might more reſemble 
es Patron, 
| 


- we 


: ſter, not only 'of t 
| French, but alſo oft 
ore Ancient and Learn- 
ed Languages, But look 
upon my ſelt under ſome 


- 


obligationof juſtice;to re- 
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The-Epiſtle:Dedicatory. 
ſalt: 'of ſome: few hours, 
which - I fhould - havi 
counted ftoln from Y 
Lordihips Service , -but 
that fuch 1s. your Candour 
and bemign T emper, ſuch 
Your:great love and afte- 
At1on toall commendable 
Studies,that You and they 
ſeem to have the ſame 
Ends, and the ſame Inter- 
eſts; thus what ever tune * 
isemploy din them, You © 
are pleas d to look uponit « 
as ſpent in Yaur own Ser- 
yice. 


right 


% 


lenge 


our Title to it ſeems et 
more particular ; wherein 
ſuch was your Favour an 


} 


.Condeſcenſion, that, as it 


would . be Ingratitude to 
conceal, ſo would it be al- 
moſt Arrogance. to  aC- 
knowledge them; where- 
in C pardon the pride of 
the expreſſion) 1 had the 
Honour to be inſtructed 
by Your Lordſhip anthe 
French T ongue ; Y 1be- 
ng pleasd., not only to 
peruſe, but 1n many Pp 


- 


lenge any t 
my own, as. the Imper- 
betions;;. - 1107 177); 

_ And now I hope you 
will pardon this my inno- 
cent Ambition, it 1 deſire 
topubliſh my Gratitude, 
and that ſenfe of my Obli- 
gations,which 1s too big to 
be 'confind. in a private 
breaſt, 

How . acceptable | this 
Treatiſe may be to- the 
World, Iknow nor, 
this | know, ' that 1 


- 


v 
F4 
$ns 


Bs” Pte 
a DF 


have ſufkciently obliged 
the Age, ifin the Dedica- 
tion 1 had given it Your 
L ordſhips juſt Ghara 


= 
cer. this being the moſt 
: probable e way to provoke 
' mento the loveand 1m1- 
7 tation of Vertue, not to 
: repreſent 1t in Idea and ; 
+ Speculation only, but as : 
| it appears both more 
amiable in it ſelf atid 
more prevalent onot 
when thus incorporated 
17 'the lives and 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


juſt Relation, would be as 
unea(e for Youto hear, as. 
it would be difficult, yea 
above the power of my 
Pen to perform : I hus a- 
mong other things, Your 
own I emper concurs mn 
this, to make You Heroi- 
cally Vertuous, that 1s, a 
follower of Vertue mere- 
ly for Vertues ſake, ſince 
Your modeſty will not en- 
dure thecommon & cheap 
Reward of a due Praiſe 
and juſt Commendation, 
But yet I could wiſh 
that I had nat fo much to 


plead 


1 Epi le Dedicatory.. 
or the ſeaſonable- 
8 the Diſcourſe, mn 
" anAge where |nfidelity on 
: the one hand, & Fanatical 
Enthuſiaſm on the other, 
ſeem to divide the greater 
rt of the World; where 
: ſome men look upon all 
- Divine Revelations: to 
! be mere Dreams, 
' thers miſtake their mere 
Dreams for Divine R 

elations ; Now what 
more proper and ſeafi 
able 1n theſe circum 
ces, then that which 1s the 
deſign of this Diſcourſe, 

wh hat 


gs 12s; 2 
gr Fs FRY 


e Dedicatory, 
that is, to evidence the 
Grounds and 
why we receiv 

atare truly Divine, an 
reject the vain pretence 
of others ? 

- And towhomcouldthe 
Dedication be more ſuit- 
able t 
| [ncamen and 

confirm and ad 
jon you protels; 
til well-fettle 


Religion in 


& 


neral, and Your great. af: 


[ 


feQtion to'the 


an: particular, 
er Yon! equally" dr- 


a(s. M ' thoſe 
Precious minutes, which 
 are:uſually. ſpent either 
in Your ſerious and pri- 
vate//Sthches, or in more 
publick Employments : { 
{hall only beg, that God 
would long continue You 
amongſt- us, and bleſs 

Your 


endeavours 1n 
ſecuring the 


r Coun- 


8 NO 


Ta, Lowde. 
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TO THE Sd 
READER. 


Shall not 20 about to make any 
tedious Apologies for the publi- 
x cation of this Treatiſe , being 
| Gnſcwiats my elf of the innicence 
4 of my intentions , that ; however ; I 
2? may be miſtaken in my apprehenſi ons, 
> or have fail'd in my deſt on, yet 1 did 
® intend bereim, not to offend , but to 
> ſerve thee . for I am not of the temper 
of thoſe; who would rather commut 4 
+ deliberate erime; then want an 9ccd- 


4%. 


# x | | 
. 


A fron 


ſion of Apologiziug : the reaſons then 
inducing me hereunto . were princi- 7 
pally theſe two: k 
1. Becauſe-thoſe- who have not 
ſtoeR enou oh, of therr own to trade qZ 
withall, are not altogether unſervice- 
able to the Commonmealth, by becom- ® 
ins Carriers and conveyers of other - 
men's 9g00ds ;* and Tranſlations, [ ; 
conceive bear ſome reſemblance here- 7 
unto, and if it be for the benefit, and - 
advantage of a Kingdom, ' to bring m 
the Riches of Forreion Countries, 
then certamly can it not be diſſervice- 
able to the Commonwealth of Learn- 
mg't0 make the works of other Nati- b 
ons mtelliguble to our own, and what- © 
ever Law there may be in particular |. 
avaſt ' other thinrs' of the French # 
Nation, Jet there 15 one avainſt the os 
Paportatonf their Leaning, = 
2." Ihe Preatiſe if we conſider the 
I ; whole Y 


whole Sexies..and\Method of it's. 90s 
nagentent;. ſeems 'd ſufficient Vindi- 
cation of the ſober uſe. of Reaſon. 
matters of . Religion ; if; we reflect 
#pon thoſe natural and nec efjary.4e- 
duftiens. which the Learned. Author 
makes from certain” and. undoubted 
Principles,--and. thoſe. other rational 
motives of.credibility, which be makes 
uſe of, to prove thoſe dreams. he thert 
treats of, to be truly Divine. 
let not . fo as to exclude; that ſecret 
ſenſe and inward conſciouſneſs, which 
was the immediate reſult of the Divine 
ImpreſSion made upon their minds by 
the Spirit of God, eſpecially in thoje 
dreams and viſions, where particular 
and perſonal commands were convey d 
to any of his Servants, as to Foleph 
to convey onr Saviour into Egypt... 
But bere:T am very ſenſible that 
this jeaſon of its publication, viz. the 
; a 2 aſſerting 


dfſerting the uſe of Reaſon-in-matters 
of Religion, will by ſome be"thought 
rather fit to have prevail'd\ with me 
to Þave let it lard ſtill buried m its Na- 
tive Frenth, leſt by this means the 
rontagion ſhould fill further prevail 
mthe Engliſh Nation. 
i How far-an extravagant opinion 
of the power & extent of Reaſon may 
have poſſeſs'd fome, 1 Know not, yet 
this is certam, that we muſt not there- 
fore wholly reject it, becauſe others 
have overvalued it, or by ſome other 
ways abus'd it ; we muſt not forbid 
\Ot1y ſelves the uſe of fire & water, be- 
cauſe ſome have eniploy'd both to their 
Own rune: For by this way of arguing, 
we muſt bid Adieu not only to Rea- 
fon, but Sc ripture (00, which has been 
abus'd, not only by great pretenders to 
*{Reaſon, but by ignorant ant unſtable 
*men, to their own deſtruftion, 


i. 


" 4 hd But 


But then if we would eitber pre: 
vent the riſe, or ſtop the grawth of any 
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why. 
mtr, 3 ' 3) | W:. 
evereſt methos of reaſons 


Ancient 
ruth, 


* Truth, which has.been, in the: þ 
= ſcon of the. Charch, Jong: ore heir ir 
_ opinzan pas a” bag. o of. ll 
© therefore we muſt 1 ppos? "or 1 
2 rightful poſſe(s 10n of it it till the contra a 
= ry beprov'd:. which they will be ne-* 
= ver abletoido | ſeeing their great Art. 
* and Policy conſt ſts 2 rather i mn evading 
= tie force of Our a) -guments, then a 
” truſtme to any of- their. 8h, 

' 1 fheaknot this, as if.0ur Chrij ifti- 
an Religion, Was. wot.as well able : 
confute its adverſaries, as t0 del en 
it [elf,, ps ovided only that they. mwanld 

— but acknowledge ſo much reaſon and 
7 ingenuity, . s not to.laak upon friyd- 
= lows eyaſsons for folid an{wers, Which 
if they'de, they then ſeem to la our of 
a certain weakneſs of mind, pos 
like that of Scepticiſm, - only the Scep- 
ticks they deny or doubt. of every 
thing, theſe by the like regſene'? 
a 4 principh 65, 


—-- 


principles, do or may aſſert any thing, 
and thus in ſtead of being what they ſo 
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much pretend to be, ſuch Maſters of 


Reaſon, they hereby” deſtroy the very 
foundations of all rational diſcourſe. ' 
' *2. We ſhould treat them with all 
Candour and Ingenuity of Behaviour, 
for our Reaſons and Arguments wilt 
be then the more likely to convince 
their underſtandings, if withall we 
endeavour to oblige their affetions, 
however not provoke their paſſions. 
© Thus *tis verily thought that Arrius 
* had never rais'd thoſe tempeſtuars 
* ſtorms w we" read be did, If Alex- 
© ander, the firſt that oppos'd the Ar- 


* rian Hereſie, had carried-bimſelf 


* with more moderation, and-been lefs 
eager in fo good a cauſe. TU SO 
13'S And having «gone thus far in an- 
Jer to the objeftion, give me leave 
to enquare a little further-into the me- 
| Us rit 


ric of the cauſe ; what there is in Req-- 
on ſo deſtructive of Religion , that. 
"the very name of the ane ſhould ſeem. 


beretical mm the other ; what us at 


rberein Reaſon hath jo highly offend- 


2 


i 4 
: * + q 


IE Ss 
, 
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Zed, that it ſhould be excluded the 
p. Temple, and from baving any thing 
"*to do in matters of Religion. Doth. 
"that Religion, which ance commanaed 
Fu to give a reaſon of the bope that ts 
im us, doth it require nothing now, 
but blind obedience * Was Reaſon re- 
"quir'd, asit were in the very infancy 
and firſt ages of the Church, and u it. 
410 become uſeleſs, nay dangerous in 
3s riper years + Is that which # the 
** imperfettion of old age,viz. the weak- 
neſs of our intelle tuals, 15 it now be: 


© come the perfeHion of our faith * T he 
Heathens indeed, they look'd upon 4 
* Prophetick fury and alienation of mind 
4 tobe either a neceſſqry concomitant or 


\ 


4 certam C fe CE of their 1 nſpiration. W :. 
The Turks they lsok upon mad men and = i; 
fools as the only Prophets and men ©, 

- inſpir'd, and we know what Charch | 

it 1s that aſſerts ignorance to be the 2 
Mother of Devotion: But we have not 
thus learned Chriſt, for our Religion 7 
doth not go about to build the Chriſia I 
upon the'ruines of the Man, nor do we 
then ceaſe to be Rational when we - 
become | Religious, Religion bemg 
founded, and as it were grafted upon 
the ſtock of Reaſon. Thus the Moral. 
Law 4 either the {ame with, or. fe ound- ps 
edin the Light and Lawof Nature, 

_ and the Chriſtian. Law, thoughit, be 
above them both, yet 1s it not contrary. 

to eithey, bg PR : 
Thus Reaſon + and Religion | do © 
friendlily arree, and mutually conſpire Go 


fo fi upport each other ; | for Religion 'F 


improves Reaſon, and Reaſon thus 
improv'd 


] | ;mprov 'd and enlightned;defends Re- 

P | ligion ; and as on the "one band the' 
FW Amer of our Faith are ſo far from 
+ being any real ground of an objettion 

p. {againſt it, that indeed they render it 

= more Divine and Yenerable : - for we. 
z 2 might perhaps juſtly nueſtion the Di- 
* vinity of that Religion, wherein we 
- zſee nothing above the-power of a finite 
© underſtanding, either at firſt to ne" 

4 ; out or afterwards to comprehend ; 

1 the other hand the ſutableneſs va | 
© of to our rational- faculties in other 

WY ftines, is no lefS a commendation and. 
2 confirmation of it : for to ſay that God 
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OL RIESN 
1 IF 


( | Lip inſtitute an unreaſonable Fg 
F | ion; is ſuch a foolſh aſſertiofi as 


.} needs no-confutation ; for certamly 


1 | God would either have given us a Re: 


I ; * ligion ſutable to our. Faculties, or Fa- 
| E: _ cuties ſutable to 0ur Religion. — 
Fi it be here objeBted that Godand 
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Scripture ' condemns Reaſon, and. tha 
it doth not become us to diſpute againſt |, 
the expreſs ( ommands of God: To thy 7 
I anſwer ,that Scripture dath no where 
c ondemn that Reaſt on which I here wy | 
plead for ; but all thoſe places which 
they urge againſt it, may and muſt b, % 
interpreted either concerning the -Tr4. "8 
ditions of the Jews, or the doubtful 
and diſputatiaus Philoſophy of tht + 
Gentiles, either of the Science falſh > 
fo call'd, which the Gnoſtics ſo boaſt, 
ed of, or of meer Natural Reaſon, a 
ſuch, deſtitute of Divine Revelation; 4; 
Or, laſtly of the carnal Appetites of 
C briſtians ,of [ be Tegvn MA TEPHYs, that % 


4 

aA 
DER LU 
= _— 


Law of the members warring againſt Y 
the Lovofehemind Secondly lyRexſon 
we know the Scriptures to be the Word * 
of God,and by Reaſon we come to the KJ 
rue meanmg and ſenſe of them, and 
by Reaſon we know the obl 1gation that þ 
_ 


res upon us therefrom, and without 
this it is not eaſie to conceive a way 
"how God could either Fave convey'd 
_Þe knowledge of his Will to us, or of 
"dr Duty to him, andit is not proba- 
Fle that Scripture ſhonld condemn 
 Ghat, without which all its own com- 
Wands Would frgnifie very little or no- 
2 1 ſhallhere therefore briefly enquire 
"auto the nature of Reaſon, both as it 
45 in innocence before the Fall, and 
Ws it #5 now in this ſtate of deprava« 
: * 'on ; for the want of a right diſtin- 
griſhmg herein bath been the cauſe of 
 nany errors and miſtakes about the 
power and properties of it , bowever 
Fw that Which muſt needs cauſe a 
' Fpreat deal of obſcurity in what 15 Jaid 
I oncernins it, m this complex'd and 
pmdiſtinguiſh'd capacity. 

3 ÞAnd this 1s that which ſeems 


#o epToV Loud ©, the f Yr t fi unda- | . . 
mental error-in Mr.Hobs bis Poli-W 7 
ricks, that be doth not ſufficienth®”. o 


great deal of falſhood m ſome things C 
and confuſton in others, when he al. 1; 
cribes that to Nature in general, which | f 
doth not belong to it but in {uch a par- Z / 
ticular reſpect and private conſidera. : 
ton. wy L 

Reaſon m innocence Was that ws Þ 


ward Principle, that Divine Light je | 


up in the. ſoul of man, which bore an_- 
equal reſpect to truth. and goodneſs, = 
by which we were both inſtrufted 
aur -Cuty and enabled to perform ” 
it was. part of that Divine Image, 
wherem. Man was treated, and tha © | 
which directed both the ſpeculative and” 
prattical diftates of the underſtanding | 
to their reſpettive ends; viz. tothe ace 
PP) knows% 


Z knowledgment of the Divine Wiſdom 
© in matters of ſpeculation, and yieldmg 
”* obedience to his will in matters of pra- 
3 Now uid right Reaſon enjoy an unt- 
oc verſal, and undiſturb'd Empire , now 
2 was there not that contrariety' m the 
* faculties of the foul, but what” was 
: Knowledge in the under flandmg *1m- 
2 mediately became Obedience in the will 
'* and affeftions ; now 1s Reaſon and 
 Righteonſneſs, as it were the yer y com 
© plexton of the man , nor was there 
2: any further need of Supernatural 
7 Grace to be ſuperadded to bim, befides 
W ofa war naturally contiir din heh 
bk Eſſential Principles of his conſtviatt- 
15 on, which made him ft uch as Gdd te x 
2 fign'd him, viz. a Man in. Innocence. 
F This was the ftate of Reafox bef ore 


} the Fall and it yet remains the fame 
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| ſubſtance,though notin' the ſame we 
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of purity and perfeFtion , as before ; i 
it #5 the reliques of the Divine Image, WW 
yet remaining in ns, by which we art 
ſtill enabled in- ſome meaſure to under- 
ſtand truth and prattiſe our duty ; it s 
that power or faculty of the ſoul, or 
the ſoul it ſelf, as it contains in it the F} 
principles and foundations of ratioci- # 
nation, and a power and ability of K | 
drawing right conſequences therefgom, 
but yet ſo obſcur'd and weakned, that 
there is now need of Divine Illumi- Þ ; 
nation and aſsſtance for the perform- : 
ing of that which before we were able |; ; 
of our ſelves to do : But then though es 
Yod did thus puniſh man by taking i | 
aipdy part of that ſtrength which be © 
had ſo miſemploy'd'; which was the ef- 
feet of his juſtice, yet did not his good- 
neſs ſuffer him to fink below himſelf, FE 
though be became weak and guilty, yet 
he remained a man; his faculties; 


though | 


fe deprav d;-. yet" were-they'. tive 
8 annihilated”, and: as-the Principle # 


® not wholly takt1away; ſo neither are 


| the Afts.and Exeri thereofonzeeſ- 
2 /arily falſe; ſo that: we are\not aben-: 
l T Jon 1 to an eternal Scepticihmybutiive: 
have ſtall fuf) ficient: grounds: of - truth 


7 and. certamty within. -Ou#:) faves, 
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for we [had better ' have«:no-*fuch 
| faculties. as pretend to Reaſon; 1; then. 


| ſuch as ſhould always deceive 15 evein 


Em thmgs that we clearly and diſtin&ly 
+ perceive. And here may be as ſtrong 


ments drawn fromthe goodyeſ 
of c od, that the puniſhment of. the 


= fir for in did not extend. to an- abſolute 
|) fa lf zfication or total corruption of \0w# 


| faculties, as there. may- be (from his 


| 20G that be -owie fr 1e-0h1eS \ af 
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thus aladly corrupted, oath S i041 


| Froduce _ 4 coun fron. and Nw 


-nto the 'natwre: of. things as bs ticon- 
fone, with the. notion of a Provi. 
re Gol. would -acber have anighile 


ever have: lffer dit in the world... 

: Andthis 15. the true State of. { 
uit ſelf. before the Fall, .and as it. 

vs AAPSOY ondp bore we. mnſt. 


i 


er kno that this nutur Afar 


"oath oy = Will, md I (- 
aſs __ ard m nences ſp his boly i 
Operit a as 

47; foul wiſh theref 


woyld ar more ria Y "Y 
bout #0:yive ſuch particular exuiſtin&# 
differences betwixt the Spiritual: and 


meer. Rational Man, as tbey call him, | 


in. their Aftions relating to! eligion ; 
«if thete.avas any. Charater-ether: | 


"e < 


aft 10 Ui 
[tins ih s, flowing fri 
\Fountains, 4 tertginly Crue ; ; but th 
phy. we ſhould oppofe theſe 
uh; in a Chriſthan'S rate, Don's 
never wanting byhis grate t0'0 
he humble _ yt tte aj 
ons, where thermore tr 
Rational any Men ate, the More 
Spiritual they are, and the more $ pr 
Ficual the move thuly Rational;  beye 
etually to diſtinguiſh" betivicet the 
Spiritual and: meer Rational ' Man, 
vhen the ſame effe ts of val Riphre: 
nan equally. appear #n both, this s is 
rogantly: ' £0. take” Hpor hi we lf 
What which' 1s on Np 
| b z 


fe? 2 


Ce 


God, to be a on _ of bearts. 5 
: for that place of 1 Cor. 2. 14. l, 
upon the miſunderſtanding whereof Wh, , 
they ſeem principally to found this ther 3 © 
opinion, but the natural. man re-iſ ; 
ceiveth not the things .of the Spi- Wh. 
rit of God, for they are fooliſh. þ 
neſs unto him , neither can he} 
know them, becauſe they , are: F/ 
ſpiritually diſcern'd; here by the! 

Natural Man i not meant the Chri-j, 
ſtian Rational, Man, but a man en-"% 

dow'd only with the Principles of Na-: 7 
tural Reaſon, void of Evangelical. 
Grace and Divine Revelation ; now! 
this cannot be apply'd to a Chriſtian; 
who enjoys bath in their re ſpeftive ©; 
degrees : ſo that the true meaning of |, 
that place is brie fly this, That th 
mgtt reveal d in the Goſpel and” 
+ Preach d by the Apoſtles were ſuch, b 
46 the Lear ned Philoſophers of the'S. 


« Flea 


2s 


Heathens and others, who were only 
E led by Humane Reaſon, did abſo. 
lutely deſpiſe. as ſeeming fooliſhneſs 


"* unto them, nor could they by any 


OE 


x8 Study of their own_ come to. the 


# Revelation:ſo that the Chriſtian doth 
receive and believe the Goſpel and the 
things therein contained , by argu- 


Ients drawn from the Scriptures 
themſelves, by propheſies and mira- 
cles and other evidences, -of Divine 
© Revelation afforded therem, and, by 
the aſfiſtances of the Spirit of God 
deriv'd therefrom, but then thu doth 
BF not exclude but mclude: Reaſon, for 
grace is not. a ſuperaddition of 6 new 
© faculty; but a new pawer and princt- 
ple ta the mld,. 0A 


| 


Now T fee no Sees why bY. i 
who are Baptis'd mto the "Jame'FathJ* 
and live in the ſame C briſtian Commu” \ | 
nion, and give all due obedience to *y 4 
Tkes of God and Man, accordin ti 
their power, why any fuch fhou 11,0 
Juppos 1 to uf from a Principle '1 
meer Natural Reaſon, and not alh 7 j. 
from that of a truly Divine, and} i. | | 
its own nature, Savin Grace, and 
that for no other | $0 "butt onh 


becauſe ſome e few men, who are big Yu 
conceited 0 f theniſelves, and cen, "p 2 
ous of others, who pretend to a my « 
nopol <&h the & and as it were ” 


fe fr 4 om. fr gl 

| leas'd 8 

7 foeyer hey oa. Formal 

Mor al and meer Ration! i Mei. : 


"But  indeeÞthofe who are thus pare | 
Ticwl 


ar 1 9 ribmg how far a meer 
EA Rational 


Y Rational Man'may &: ot may 

L; Religion, phat: faus. he may « 

# F and wie duties bb may Ns 

: Let bawe nothing. of the true Spot of _ 
#God and Having: Grace; - theſe'men, 

however: they may pretend and..per- 


© haps really are great"\enemies fo.Le- 


| lagianiſm, yet they. ſeem herenita be 
7 too great exaltersof the pawer of Nas 
} ture, andin all probgbilitytos winches 
; ritable cenſurers: of -Divine-Gyace; 
whilſt: they attribute. all: the. 
= works" neiforin doly doby thaſe meer 
| onal Mentither to:the Power of Nas 
þ ture, or to Common'\Gracty as" they 
| call it; "which, accordmg to theirs in- 
| terpretation and dopllariog of, wt;"#8 
| Virtle better, ſeeing it #8 neither in it's 
0wn nature ſufficient nor by Gods ap- 
| ponemong mtended to bring any one.\#0 
Salvation, that diſtin1on therefore 
| Joe Common and Saving (rae, 
b 4 as 


\ 


py 
- 


4s Grace; doth fignifie thoſe :inward If it, 
motions of the Divme Spirit, by which 8 th 
\ve are'enabled to believe and\prafliſe © o 
arioht,) according to this acceptation, TT 
it bath no foundation in Scripture jfot JC 
all ſuch Grace #s in its own nature ſuj- 
ficient, and by Gods a ppointment de- L 
| fien'dio bring Salvation, if me by aur. 7 
own fault do not binder the event; LI 
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members 0 f. C briſts. Church: Yet nat- ® 


withſtand bh both theſe, ebey look upon 
a«man before a certain critical no- 


ment of converſion, as they - ſuppoſe | 


—" 


8 it, little better then, an beathen, and- 
© that all the good works that they have. 
=” of can Hos before it, ſtand. them 
351 little or no ftead, in order to'their 
# Converſion, and that after. this, all 
= the wickedneſs that. they do gr can 
TX comuut, ſhall do them no prejudice mn. 
® reference tq their Salvation which opt- 
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2 nion i of yery bad conſequence ta the 
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© concernments of a Chriſtian Life, 
2 But here we muſt alſo know, that 


2 there 1snged of. a-co0nt inued courſe of 


SanFification thraughout* our whole 
© lives, both to _compleat and. perfett 
| that bolineſs firſt begun-jn us, and alſo 


And as this 


js it Very difficult, \if 
"ths! exatt Irmirs he. F 


and thin eh marks 1 Se, 
TR 7 ourſelves, it4s very hardito 
by 'that this *wa#\an Aion" of our. 
Reaſon anly, that: an AC of themore 2 
immediate. ſt __ of «the » Divme | 
Spirit, ''} oh.3:8 ) the wind blow- | 
where it: \ifterh, and:rhow 7 
heareft-the ſound: thereof; «but 7 
cant nottell whence it comerk] 
and whether i ir oorth, {o'isevery 7 
onethatisborn' of the Spirir, thus |. 
be that - "25 born anew, i at erm. b 
ably another kind of "man then hewas 
before,\' thus his new birth is ſeen” -by 
the fratit$s though the beginnings, and 
the Sony of PT and the means 
conveymy vhis to bin: be undiſcer N- 


, Mark/4. 26:27. lo is the 
kingddtivef 508, that 4s; the king- 


dom 


- 
{ 


v. ape rear ra EE ND aa 
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alt ops | = he pom | 


ſhould and riſe night a 
day, and the- 

and grow np, \he kav | 
how. Theſe are the more ordinary | 


methods of the Divine + virit, b 
| hen {2c calls ont mo particular 
1d eminent &nt- 
# uffer i in his 
Jr be Fo confers more ſen- 
" bis race and Spi- 
7 "75 
| oy to oppoſe the 7 joys and conſolations 
Ghoſt, nor the ſober and 
well. Mei experiences of Pious 
Hen. ” £ : 
And as we cannat di inguiſh be-. _ 
twixt theſe i in our ſelves, much le s 
can we do it in others, for if a, man 
be outwardly pious , and Live 0 10 ju 
Cccaft 100 of ſuſþ fling his real hone, 


ad ſingerity,. whether ſuch an one be 


"_ - 


q ; 


withſtanding an hypocrite, this js, 

Pt known to God and his own.con- 

ſcience ; yet we'by the Laws of Chari: 

ty-arc to judge the beſt, but if ſuch an 

ne under all thia, be an hypocrite, this 

is that which a-man may.alſo be under 

the higheſt pretences tothe Spirit ; fa 

that it 4s only. the event, that mu/ 

determine the. truth and. ſincerity of 

men's profeſttons, iN 

The ſum of, what There intend,.: 
this, that, provided we become new 

' men, "if. we \ceaſe to. fin and learn to 

ds Well, if we turn from wickedneſs 
and perform real and ſincere obcdi- 
ence to the Laws of God, as the Di- 
Vine Opurit maeed ts, fo muſt it be ac- | + 
knowledz'd to be.the principal cauſe of 
this change im 1s, yet wwe need nat here © 
tr ouble our ſelves too nicely to deter- 
mine the exaBt limits.) how far our 


ed- 


E Reaſon, '45 6 lefs-principal cauſe ei. 


oo \ 


tots 


® ther might, or might not \be mſtru-" 


4 


Lnental berem. - Os 
* Butthe proper uſe and\juſt extent 
TJ of Reaſon will further appear by con- 
EX /idering it's obje&, which 1s the know- 
* ledre of God and the Divine Will, the 
2 knowledze of our ſelves and the nature 
i of things, ſo fa as theſe'or any of 
# theſe come.under humane cogni ance,ſo 
= far as they are. either our. perfeftion to 
* know, or our duty.to prathiſe ; ſo that 
* nothing but . either tke impoſ9bility or 
the unlawfulneſs of the enquiry mnft - 
limit the exerciſe few Reaſons, thus: 
muſt we not: indulge "either an extra-- 
= Vagant Curioſity on the one hand, nor 
= anidle ſupine negligence onthe other, 
= for it would argue preſumption in us #0 
© pry into thoſe bidden thmgs which God 
= hath reſery'd to himſelf, 'as it would 
| ſloth .and. ingratitude, not make «uſe 
El] 0 


of oli faculties for thoſe pin 
that God deſign” d then for: 
And there have not been nave 4 

ofſe who have erred-in both ex- | 4 
9.6 fi rſt the Pelagians and 0 0Cts 1 7 
ans, . who make Reaſon the great 
rule of faith end manners, who fone Mz 
acknowledst any-ther authority, N d 
ground of t their belief, or bigher Mk  & 
cifile of a&iion : others there have been. 
who. too much-undervalue it, and af- 7 
cribe not only too little to it, but 1 oaks | a 
»pon it 4s @ dangerous and: pernicions. | 3 
thing, as if it -was the Devils cl bh 
ment to undermine the foundations "= 
Faith and all true Religion ſome in- 
deed have ſet it in the throne and then © 
fallen down. in adoration to it. others % 
on. the contrary have unjuſtly vilf'd e 
that which ## indeed a ray of Diviity,. 
and 1 know not whether have. been. 
more (0 blame, or done more diſſervice 


| ro 


| 20 Religion, theſe who have ador'd it 
| 45 ; God, 0! OW who have ws it 


Miri vrakda ; ma Gig 1 ay. an 
Live gem wma er ms of borh.: 
uide to a Man in 


rhe true ( Torr rich 

termine bis chore," behath'Ro other 
© way but ts bring the ſeveral pretender 

7 to the teft of Reaſon, and examine 
"them -by. thoſe Rules, aſon 

diftates to be the Charatiers 

and (ortginty, that's, by the. agree- 

j 4blene $ dd correfone 7 

# tothe notions: 

| things, _ jen 
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printed upon their minds, and accord: Wb 
mg 4s they come confirmed with the al 
outward atteſtation of true and \ un- te 


feigned miracles : and here authority, P 


» 
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as ſuch, ought not to be urged, nor can. 


PF 

=; 
4M Ee 
ahreys 


it be of any force in this conſideration, |} 


Ra Ds ON. 
3 ERR 
3 
"aye... 
b, 


though it muſt be alſo granted, that 
the concurrent. teſtimony of different "| 
parties is very conſiderable herein, as | 
when the matters of fa& relating to 7 

our Saviour and his Religion are not £0) 


=, 

db = 

«x « 
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and the good of men.jn this reſpect they | | 
are leſs worthy of God and jp agree- 


able 


ible to the nature of miracles, and 
alſo wanting the univerſality .of at- 
te/tation, they are more liable to cheat 
nd impoſture.. Hd bere the certam 
Evidence of humane teſtimony: is of 
ore forte to convince a man, then the 
retence of Divine Autbority; T ſay; 
"Then the pretence, for in many it is only 
Jo, and that *which- is real s to. him-no 
more, for as yet be doth not believe any 
Zof them to be Divine, but from the 
*/trength of their reſþeFive' Reaſons 
"and Arguments me conclude them ſo. 
| Andherethe uſe of Reaſon will be. 
= more particularly neceſſary to diſtin- 
i 2uſh- betwixt true and falſe mira- 
8 cles, now a miracle being ſomething 
{ above the power of natural cauſes to 
& perform, it will be very difficult right- 
| ly to afvign the juſt | limits Z the 
| power of nature, to be able to ſay thus 
far can it- extend, and no further ; 
C and 


and that which ſtill augments the dif. 
ficulty, 5, rightly to know how fo 
the Devils power may extend in thing 5 
of this nature, whether firft he car W_— 
by bis own native power work mira-| 
cles ; Which ſeems not lo reaſonable to 3 
believe he can, for then mankind wouli 
almoſt have laid under a fatal necefi 
ty of being impos'd upon by. his pow 
and malice, Miracles being as it wen 
the Great Seal of _ Heaven, which Golf 
makes uſe of to confirm the truth of 
Dottrines. FP 
But then nothing binders, but thai 
the Devil may by bus. knowledy of Na 
ture either ſo fitly apply natural agents 
tothe producmg.of fuch effefs, as ma) 
require 4 good degree of Reaſon ani}fi t 
Philoſaphy to. diftnguſh- them from 
Real+ Miracles, or may by Ged, for 
Reaſons beſt known to humfelf, be per- 


mitted ſomctimes.ta work true ones 


" "Se" _ Net | 


| Netoldt ſo, but that upon aſt FIC Fi 1 
due conſideration of the cargumftances 
” of tht Action, or the end and deſign of 
| the thing, there will ſomething appear 
whereby to ditingicſh fucb gomrack 
| from thoſe which are the more genuine 
and immediate reſults of the s OW 
| Power. To this we may further add, 
that the Divine Providence 4s parti- 
cularly concern'd, where there, ſeems 
| 45 it were a competition betwixt the 
power of God and the power of the 
Devil ( as mn the Caſe of Moles, and 
= the Magicians of Egy pt,and in athers 
= proportionably) there ſome ways to ape 
| pear in confirmation and approbation 
of the one, and in diſcovermg-exther 
= the abſolute cheats and impoſtyres, or 
i the comparative weakneſs and imper- 
BB feftion of the other. WW 
| The ſum of what There intend 
this that by ſing our Reaſon, and the 
Hd Ee A Rules 


Rules thereby afforded us, we, may oft 
diſtinguiſh betwixt the deluſuons of Wof 
Satan, and Divine muracles, but with. th 
out this it will be impoſ$ible to do it. "1 
. 2: We ſhould continue Chriſtians 3 
upon the ſame Grounds and Reaſons 
that others firſt became ſuch,that 1s up 
on a due confidering and under ſtand- PK 
ing of our Religion, ſo that we may .e 
both be the more confirm'd in the be- $4 
lief of it our ſelves, and may be the © 
better enabled to give an account of it 8/0 
to others; thus ſhould we be Chriſtians ix f' 
upon choice and conſideration, and nat | Þ 
only becauſ e it the | Religion of Out E MN 
Country. It 1s not ſufficient for 7 
meerly to be baptiſed into the ( briſti- x 7 
an Faith, but we muſt our ſelves uni / 
derſtand and undertake what the hap- © 
pineſs of our Birth and Education firſt 
Entitled us to. . - | 
> ' Net the # not fo 0 be underſtood. 4s T 


[&/ Chriſtians were Sceptically tb doubt 
Wof their Religion; of jo far toindWlge > 
rhe extravagancy'of their enquiries, as \ 
" for the preſent to ſuſpend the belief--of 
"Frheir own ,and to be in an equal” mndife 
Ferency to all Religions; yet may they 
Fpiouſly-enquire into'tbe Groundsand 
"Reaſons of their Faith,beng wareant- 
ed herein both fromPrecept and\Bx\ 
And a6 in the-other payticalar;Rea- 
= /on-ayas "neceſſary #0" diſting; 4h :hew\ 
T twixterue and falſe Miracles, ſos if 
© here to judge of \DoFirines; that ſo'we 
= may preſerve thabFaith once” delivered 
© to the Saints free ; Oo OrFONPLOF COPS 
= ruption either im [Principles on Profits 
9 /es.: and indeed whert once we bid"Mditts 
© to Reafon, wethimopen agate" to aff 
E thoſe.errours, knd fanaticifms, -which 
S either themalice of «the.Devil;"or the 
y :mpoſtures of gn; 07-04. "OWR Or 
CHI C1 rupt 
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rupt natures may Jozef , we deprive fl « 
Onur feives of. that which God de] F 
Je our defence, and expoſe. Ofay JBEVE, "rs 
naked ie Fe pawer and malice. of a "2 
enemie Chin: 119 
| pb; Reaſ oſen is neceſſary to laranli | n 
" aye wingſs of fore eFtions. and the 
peabency of others.; for it 14s ak ” L; 
Gblafin Scriptur tadeſcend to oll the B 
_ of bumans. life, mil | 0 
Ga rel Near ita | | 
« 
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ſhetwan £6. 
void the one extremoygne unweriy run 
mntq 


| T into o the other : and: here rp 


” beto chuſeo walk pon: the very: brink 
© of a precipice,. where\ perhaps uwemay 
i= be {afe, but the ation would: never be 
= counted pradent. This would. be only to 
Y make uſe of Reaſan to: teach ub hank 
- s little wt might be vertyous, and. how 

= for unwiſe. And: this paſaibl may be 

| one Reaſon why manytimes it 48/0 

hard to.afsign the preciſe boundaries 
betwixt vice and vertue, exattly to.de- 
termine Where the one ends and the 
other begins, becquſe. God never. de- 
fig d us to make: uſe of that ſþeculati: 
on, but.to keep. our [elves within the 

C 4 Md 


meaſures of prudence and ſafety, g 8; 
23,4] thall ſhew the weakneſs and im = 7 
perfeFtions of Reaſon, und what thoſe 5 
thinos-are wheretn it 15 deficient... by c 
1. It is not in the Power of Reaſon 7 
to have found -out the myſteries of ou Þ} / 
Religion , norithe methods of. Salvati- i « 
on, for theſe do-either depend upon the 
Eſſential Nature of God,corsgbe- free |. | 
_ determination of has:will : both. which © « 
are unſearchable by. bumane:Reaſon. - 'F 
»: Whether - therefore the Platonick 
Eicigd', or -the threefold principle | 
mention'd by Plato and hi: followers, | 
be. the-ſame with'or -may .upon juſt 
wrownds be apply'd. to the Chriſtian 
Trmay,may be -Tuſtly queſtion'd ; for 
zt muſt be aVvery: favourabl eanterpre- 
tation that mfers an Unity in;the Tri- 
nity ,\ "and Trinity. an Unity from 
Plaro's Printiple : jet» 1whatever 
knowledge bemught bave of a Trinity, 
EE Fas 
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T his pas neither born with bim, "nor 
| 2was it the reſult of bis natural reaſon- 
E ing, but it came to him by tradition 
2 either from the Jews, or from thoſe 
* whohad'it thence ; as the greateſt aſ- 
8 /erters of the\Plaronick Trinity do . 
8 acknowledge.  - Sor 2 

* Whether Orpheus, Trilmegiſt or 
: Plato bad indeed any true-knowledge: 
or diſtmEt notions of a:Tranity, T ſhall. 
= not here undertake to determine, ſee-" 
= ing that after -the- great *pajns and. 
= Study that ſome. 'men bave beſtow'd 
herein, ſuch is the obſcurity of thoſe _ 
Authors expreſsions, ſuch the doubt- 
ful and Various interpretations put 
| upon them by men of different opini- 
= ons, ſuch the\doubted truth and credit 
Y of ſome of. thoſe writings; ſuch the 
looſe conjeFFures rather-then. necefſa-: 
ry conſequences made fromthe whole; 
that the reſult: of all ſeems ouly _ Y 
* es that 


that poſſibly" it may be thus, and poſs 
ſibly it may be otherw4ye. SW 

- So that 1 am apt to believe that 
men do-not entertain "this or | that |_| 
opinion for the wie, apr of the 4 
Arguments -on either frde, but \ac- | 


cording to the agreeablenefs, that thit P 
or that opinion may have to the tenour 
of their former Studies, and to the 
Authors they have been moſt conver+ 
fe ant m, Or bear the greateſt affe tion 424 


for, or for ſome other collateral in- 
clinations, \-nather. then Reaſons of 
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: I ſhall thexef, ore«. or th1s. occaſeot. | 
conſt der atwons, whic þ .thau mayſt .r70=' WM 
v5 apegpien & ect,as thou-feeſt convenient,” 
: 1: The notion of the: Trinity, as | 
relating to the Chriftian:myſtery,_ 6h * 
much moxe \ obſc arely: expr ef door > 
Plaro bimje If, then we find it now 


Joe 


ſence in his followers, 1 mean thoſe of 
the Plaronick School, who liv'd after 
the coming of our Saviour. 
 Fex the Trinity, fuch' an- one 4s 
the Chriſtians aſſert, could never m all 
probability have been gathered from 
What is there ſaid of it, nor could it 
probably have been concluded to have 
been Plato's meaning, if the ap- 
pearance of the Chriſtian \DoEGrme, 
had not given occaſion. arid opportuni- 
ty to: his followers to apply his notion of 
3t to the Chriſtian myſtery. © 

- 2. At or upon the appearance of our 
vaviours Dottrinemthe \world; there" 
were two ſorts of men, whoſe incereft 
it might then be, though"ifor-"different.\_ 
b Reaſons, to aſſert vs) promote the. no- 
tin of the Platonick Triniry:Firſt, 

= © the tonilts of he Are, who "might 
W think\it tended muchto- the honour of 
their . Mafter & bis Phiofophy'to find. 


| 


in it thoſe myſteries which-the Chriſti. 
ans look'd upon. as the” peculiar Cha-. i 
rafters of their Religion : thus did. * þ 
they -vie Platoniſm with Chriſtianity, }. 
equalling it: in all things, relating ei- 
ther to Speculation \or Praftiſe*with 
the Chriſtun. Doftrine ; thus did the 
appearante of the Goſpel inthe world 
retifie the. Philoſophy: of the Gentiles. | 
in ſomethings, and made them-ambi- 
tious to conform their: notions-to the 
Chriſtian Religion; + as far as they: 
thought convenient; m.others.. . : 91% 
Another fort of men who might-pro- 
mote the;beleef of the Platonick-T'ri- 
my. were profeſsd Chriſtians: vyet: 
fuch .45::had':no -mmd .to believe any: 
thing of thu-Chriftian Myſtery.z"\and 
theſe men boldly aſſerted that the Tri- 
nity was an!) A Pagan\ notion: brotight | 
out of Plato's: School \into the:Chri.. 
ftien Defrine: Thus id .they-endea- 
* | | Voup 


S vour. to diſparage what they had. ns: 
| mind to believe , but yet withal ſups, 
E pos'd that it was m Plato, thinkmg.tt, 
| a ſufficient Argument, either of it's, 
| falſeneſs or unfitneſs to. be made, parts 
| of the Chriſtian belief, becauſe thengs; 
tion ( ſay they )- was taken. from. @: 
Pagan Philoſopher. EF. 

: 3» Whether might not the Provi= 
dence of God be ſome ways concern'd. 
hberem , either by occaſioning or. per= 

= mitting ſuch expreſaons m Plato, 46, 
_ might afterwards be made ;uſe., of 5, 
though not for the - proving, of the. 
Trinity,yet for the facilitatms the reces 
ption C belief of it among.the, Gentiles. 
 T ſhallnot here Dogmatically aſſerk 
any thing, nor ſhall 1 oppoſe the: opuni« 
on of the Traditioniſts ; yet I think 
we need not too operouſly contend for it 
nor lay more ſtreſs and weight upon 
that Argument , then the \ evidence 

7 thereo 


thereof will bear, becauſe the 'Chri. i 
ftian Trinity doth neither depend upon, 
_— in need of it: As for thein- 
bility of Reaſon to find out thoſe me- it 
thods of Salvation now reveal'd in the 
Goſpel, 1 ſhall have occaſion to men- if 
tion it bereafter. Ez 

2. The myſteries of our Religion, 44 i 
they could not be at firſt Foe | ont, ſo 
neither can they be now fully compre- 
hended by Natural Reaſon, and this 
is that which Reaſon it ſelf acknow- | 
ledges, that it 15 not gn the power of a | 
finite capacity fully to comprebend the | 
myſteries of an infinite Being . yet 
are theſe very myſteries ſo far as neceſ- 
fary to be believ'd in order to Satva- 
tron, ſufficiently intelligible, being ſo 
far clearly laid down in Scripture. But 
then we muſt" not place ' ony own pri- 
vate fancies or the doubtful 'andÞ con- 
froverted opinions of particular mien 

| in 


in the number and rank 'of Divine 
myſteries, thus coyning more ont of our 
own brains, then God and Scripture 
ever made. Thus a late Author hath 
rank'd Reprobation and abſolute De- 
crees, in an equal order with the Tyj- 
nity and Incarnation : but if all the 
unintelligble opinions, which have been 
broach'd of late years, muſt be receiv'; 
as Divine Myſteries, what a monſtrous 
thins would Religion by this means 
foon appear ? _ eo Toad 
Nor doth the belief of this particular 
hinder us from making the myſteries 
of our Religion 4s reaſonable and as 
intelligible as Wwe can, provided only, 
that we do not make Reafon the Rule 
and Condition of 'our believing them : 
we muſt not refe} what we Fon hr 
ly underſtand, this us both the fault 
and folly of the Socimians, for berem 
they ſhew themſetves neither | found 
Bripmes 


ua 


Divines nor good Philoſophers, for "tis | 


had a little tam'd and correFed the 
extravagancy of their own. conceited 
abilities with the difficulties of Philo. 
fopby, and a little more us'd their un- i 
derſtanding to the obedience of nature, 
they then would not perhaps have 
thought it ſuch an unreaſonable thing 
to ſubmit to that of Faith, for what an 
affront is it both to Reaſon and Reli- 
gion to be ſo credulous as to believe 
things altogether unintelligible in Phi- 
loſophy , and yet be ſuch Virtuoſi in 
Religion 45 to believe nothing but 
What i capable of demonſtration, or 


withm the compaſs of our faculties to 
comprehend. 


| wy 
probable that if they had been more Fl 
converſant in Philoſophy, they would IM 
not have ſo err'd in Divinity; if they n; 
: | 


Here we may further defend the 
myſteries of our Religion, not only from 
CPP. 1 the 


the Aithority of theSpeakerj bt as Ae 
as it is very reaſonable to betieve,what 
E the God of truth reveals, bat* alfo by | 
s ach ſubſequent illriſtrations as may at 
leaſt facilitate our apprebenfions of the 
thing ; and this is that which Athana- 
fins his Creed makes ufe of, as the 
reaſonable foul and body are one 
man; fo God and man' are one 
Chriſt; here we may alſo make uſe of 
thoſe Ar -guments which are' ealf'4 ar- 
gumenta ad hominem, that is, we 
may confider whether thoſe reſþeHtive 
perſons, we then deal withal do-not 
believe ſome things altogether as un- 
accountable as thoſe things they charge 
upon us: Thus the beathens have no 
Reaſon to objeFt againſt us the- tredu- 
lity-of believing upon bare Authority, 
ſeeing the Pythagoreans inparticu- 
lar d1d look upon Pyrhaghras bis 
ZvT0s "" almoſt of : as Lan Aithority, 
| ” 


45 the Chriſtians dotheir ic Git Do- 
minus,and generally all Sefts of Phi- 
loſopbers did jurare im verba Mag|- 
ſtri, did yield great honor and obedi- 
ence to their reffeftive Founders, nor 
have they any Reaſon to obje&t the un- 
conceiveableneſs of the 'Trmity and In- 
carnation, ſeeing they believe things 
concerning their gods altogether as un- 
intelligible as theſe Chriſtian myſteries. 
And to come a little nearer, the re- 
ſults of the Divine Omnipotence and 
Onmiſcience, how God can create ſome- 
thing out of nothing, and how he can 
know the free determinations of our ſe- 
cret thoughts, and theſe not only pre- 
ſent but future, all Which i notwith- 
ftandmg part of our natural Creed this 
perhaps 1s as unconceiveable as any 
thing that  contain'd in our reveal d 
i” Dy 
Z- Jt 15 not in the power of meer 

| natu- 


 naticral Reaſon to perform the precepts 
| of the Chriſtian Religion without the 
| concurrence and aſiſtance of the Dt. 
| Vine Spirit. Here for a man to deny 
| either the being of God, or the oper a= 
' tions of his Spirit m #5, 18 (to uſe a fa- 
| miliar reſemblance). as if we ſhould 
deny a ſharp Raſor to have an edge, 
becauſe we cannot ſee it, whereas in- 
deed the very myviſibility of it is an 
Argument of its beinz; or as if we 
ſhould deny any motion in the world, 
becauſe we cannot explain the commu-. 
nication of it, though here as in the 0- 
ther, the viſibility of the effe&&s doth 
| ſufficiently prove the truth of both. . © 
There are ſome who argue the duty. 
mcumbent on us to believe the Chriſti- 
an Religion, from the benefit that. ac-. 
crues from it to mankind, makmz: ths: 
the foundation of their argument, that 
men naturally ought to believt that w'® 
2 "= 


ye 


is for their advantage : how far this uu. 
true, L ſhall not bere enquire, yet this I 
is.certain, that where we have all the | 
Reaſon in the world to believe a thing, | 
and none to oppoſe” it,where God makes 
that our duty, which 4s alſo,our mtereſt; 
there to denyor disbelieve ſuch a thing, 
i5not only to.att agamſt our ſelves,butto 
« fight againſt beaven: & of this nature 
i-the belief of. the Divine aſ%ſtance. 
Suchf\is the amiableneſs of the Divine 
Nature, that ſome are of opinion, that 
ifthe Atl eiſt did bat frame anotion of | 
it thou he could not believe that there 
was a God, yet be muſt neceſſarily wiſh 
there.-wa one ';.ſo-bere ſuch is the ad- 
vantage that accrues to us from the be- 
lief of this Divine Aſ9iſtance, that.me- 
thiks, Thoſe Very « men Who: deny tt, 
ought-notwithſtanding to-belitye' it, in 
\ order to their own deſigns of aFing t0 
| thewrtanoſt extent. of the powers of 1a- 
3 ture, 


ture, for they might more Vigorguft 
exert theſe f they liv'd under the 1md- 


| gination at leaft that they had agreater 
| power then their. 0wn- concurring with 


them. WNT 
As for that controverſte concernang 
Grace and moralYertue if the' queſtion 
be firſt clearly ſtated,and the ſenſe and 
acceptation of the words quſtly detex- 
min'd, and then the thing calmly Mif- 
cours d without the heat of conteſs and 
diſputation, the difference betwixt dhe 
contenders on either part ſeems not ſo 
great, but that it ſeemes eaſily recon- 
cileable. nad 
Here Grace may be conſtder:d jiha | 
double ſenſe, either firſt as it ſignifies: 
the Divine Aſ9ſtarice that inward root 
and Principle of all. Chriſtian, Kertues 


« and Graces - Or ſecondly,as it ſrgnifees 


the fruits and effects of the Spixut; the 


Chriſt an Graces themſelves, as. ___ 
; ” 3 _ " reduCd 


reduc'd into afts and habits:In this lat- 
ter ſenſe Moral Vertues, as to the jub. 
ſtance and matter of them,are the fame 
with Chriſtian Graces, they differ onl 
in the principle from whence they flow, 
thus the Chriſtian Vertues and Graces 
 fprme from a more Divine Origmal, 
then the Moral Vertues of Heathens.In 
the firſt ſenſe there are none, but pro- 
feſs d Pelagjans, that aſſert morali- 
ty or moral vertue, m oppoſition to 
of derogation from the Divine Aſviſt- 
ances'; but thoſe who perhaps by ſome 
are now thought too great friends and | 
Patrons of #t do mean and intend n0- | 
thing of this by it, 

1 at which hath render'd this que- 
ftion more obſcure and intricate, i, | 
that they are not riohtly agreed about 
the ſenſe and meanyng of the word no 
Fality; ſome Jay that by morality 
'« roperty meant ſuch a drgreg of gh” 
” 


ſtrength of nature, without the advan: 
tages of Divine Revelation , others by 


and honeſty as is attainable by the: 


morality ſeem tounderſtand not only 
this, but alſo include in it all the aſvſt- 
ances and encouragements that attend. 
Chriſtianity. Whether us the properer 
acceptation of the word I ſhall not here 
enquire ; yet however thoſe who take it 


 inthu latter ſenſe cannot be thought to 


aſcribe too much to the power of na- 
ture, only they include more mn 
the ſenſe and meaning of the word ſo 
taken, then perhaps can properly be- 
long to it, OT 
1 ſhall bere only add one conſidera- 
tuon,which refers to Reaſon mm matters 
of Speculation, and ſo put an end to 
this digr eſion, 
*Tu this, that it no ways reflects 
Adiſhonour ably upon Reaſon, that it 15 
not in its power tg convince 8 Sceptick, 


Scepticus nec poteſt alium re- 
darguere nec iple redargui, and 
the Reaſon of both, is, becarle be nei- 
ther aſſerts nor grants any Principles 
whereby be may either prevail upon 
others,or he himſelf be confuted * Scep- 
ticiſm” is a capricious phrenſie of the 
mind ; and it tends no more to the di- 
reputation of Reaſon that it cannot 
cure it, then t doth to the-diſhonor of 
Grace, that it doth not always capti- 
vate the perverſe wills of wicked men. 

But there are degrees in this Scep- 
tical humor ,and we then ſeem to retain 
fome TimEure of it, when we unrea- 
ſonably and immoderately undervalue 
and enervate thoſe Arguments which 


natural Reaſon, brmgs for the proof 


of ſome of the Articles of our natural 


Religion, viz. The being of God and 
the Immortality of the Soul, Revela- 
.ton'\ maeed hath. adyanc'd theſe: -to 
ES 1QIQC = higher 
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higher degrees of certainty, then before” 
they had ; but TI ſee not how it tends to” 
the advancement of the Honor of Di-- 
vine Revelation, by too rig, if not 
Sceptical,demals to invalidate all thoſe | 
Arguments that Reaſon may ſuggeſt 
in proof or confirmation hereof. Rea- 
| ſon, me-thinks, here ſhould not be trea- 
ted as an enemy, but rather help'd and 
incourag d then diſconntenanc'd im ſo 
2ood a deſign,we ſhould rather procure 
and maintain a certain rational ten- 
derneſs and modeſty of mind, whereby 
we ſhould be aſhanid either to aſſert 
or deny any thing upon unjuſt grounds, 
and this temper of mind is equally a:- 
ſtant from a vain credulity on the one 
hand, and an unreaſonable demanding 
of demonſtrations m matters uncapa- 
ble of them, on the other, it aſſents not 


by 


to things on weaker grounds then Rea- 


fon may juſtly: require, nor "doth it re-. 
New quire 


quire more evidence then the nature of 
things, and the nature of men are ca- 
pable of. 

But I muſt remember that I write a 
Preface, not a Treatiſe, ſhall now 
only premiſe 2 me concerning the 
Nature of Propheſte and Divine Re- 
velation in general, and ſo refer thee 
to the following diſcourſe for further 
ſatufaftion 

An operoſe attempt to prove that 
which no ſober and conſiderate man 
ever went about to deny, would rather 
weaken, then add any ſtrength tothe 
thing deſign d, yet I could with that et- 
ther the affeftation of ſinzularity, or 4 
more pernicions deſign of ſome in this 
pr eſent age bad not render d the pro- 
ving the truth of Divine Revelation 
( mm oppoſition to thoſe who would a- 
ſcribe all propheſze to ſome lower prin- 
ciple) not altogether unneceſſary. * 


k 


a. 


Ir is indeed both unjuſt and uncha 


ritable to ſur zeſt unreaſonable ſurmi. 
ſex of the poſvible propa”. an Au- 
| thor contrary to his expreſs words; 
only here give me leave to ſhew the 
Reaſons why it may be ſuſpeFed that 
the Author of Tra&tarus Theolo- 
gico - Politicus, notwithſtanding 
what he there ſpeaks of it, yet may m- 
deed aſſert no other Propheſie or Re- 
velation, then what is within the pawer 
of nature f0 perform. | | 

1. In hs ſixth Chapter, he abſo- 
lutely denies all miracles im general, 
> then jt u very inconſiſtent with, and 
naturally conſequent upon thu his prin- 
ciple to deny this of prophefie in partt- 
cular, The opinion ſg accorg- 
ing to him, is founded in the ignorance 
of natyral cauſes, ſince nature never 
goes out of ber fix'd order and ſettled 
courſe, whatever we may weakly 0r ty- 
| norantly 
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norantly conceive of it, now according 
to this way of argung, propheſie may 
as well be the reſult either of blind 
chance or natural canſes, though ſuch 
as are not commonly known, as other 
miracles. Now the nature and notion 
of a miracle, doth as well belong to the 
certain Prediftion of future contingen- 
cies and. the declaring and revealing 
things naturally unknowable,as it doth 
to thoſe things which leave more imme- 
diate and ſenſible effefts behind them : 
and if God by ſuch an eternal decree 
bath ſo fix'd he courſe of nature,that 
i can no ways now be alter d ae pro- 
Phefre muſt run the ſame fate with mi- 
racles, and he that denies one, if be be 
conſiſtent with himſelf,nunſt deny both. 
2. He tells us, that God may re- 
"veal by way of- propheſ 2e ſuch things as 
-we already know by the light of nature, 
that which-T here take notice of, us —_ 
the 


« the falſneſs f the aſſertion, but only 
thathe doth nowhere plainly-andclear- 
ly tell us, whether the propheſies con- 
tain'd m Scripture, be above the power 
of nature or no, or whether they may. 
not naturally follow from- ſuch a Sy- 
ſtem of the world as he ſuppoſes. © 

3. He himſelf doth ſufficiently ex- 
plam bus own, opinion herem fowards 
the end of hut firſt Chaptey , Deniq; 
Prophetz 'Dei ſpiritum- habere 
dicebanturs*quia homines cauſas 
Prophetice cognitionis' 1gnora- 
banr eandemg;, admirabantur, 
& proprerea ut reliqua portenta, 
ipſam ad Deum referre, Deiq;co- 
onitlonemVOcare ſolebant:where: 
in be poſitively reſolves propheſie,” as 
well as other miracles jntonutural can- 
ſes; though ſuch'as are unkjwown to us. 
- My deſion"bere will not Live_ me 


leave fully- to examine bis opmion et-- 
ther 


I =. 2 _ - 4 = 
o EP my p - : *: aa + #4 
«Se Sx \ c SLAC Leeaded OT 0 LI ny ? Led ks. | 
7 ra Rs SEES 0 i 9 2% op 2.2 =» Lo. Nw E 
_ bane... 
- 


2 


ther concerning miracles or propheſie, « 
only T ſhall obſerve m general,that it is 
but a very weak way of arguing,which 
be there uſes, viz. That becauſe God 
ſometimes makes uſe of natural cauſes, 
or the accidental miniſtery of ſome 0- 
ther means in working of miracles, 
therefore to aſcribe the whole cauſality 
or efficiency to thoſe things which God 
for other Reaſons thought fit to employ 
en thoſe occaſions thus be aſſerts Mo- 
ſes his throwing Aſhes into the Air, to 
be-the natural cauſe of the Biles that 
thereupon befel the Egyprians. 
T bus alſo becayſe God makes uſe of 
the phanſy in the conveying of propheſy, 
therefore muſt it wholly be ſubjected 
here and reach no farther, therefore be 
concludes that the Prophets propbeſy'd 
according to the various temperaments 
and complexton of therr bodres, and 
feme Prophets were more obſcure in 
their 
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their propheſies then others, becauſe.” 
their phanſy was not ſo good, nor their 
imagination ſo ſtrong as thereſt.” - = 
But this kind of Reaſoning ſeems 
much what like that of the man who 
ſpeaking of the miracle of Chriſts 
feeding five thouſand with frve Barly- 
loaves and two fiſhes, Joh. 6.10. gave 
this account of it, that what they wan- 
| ted in meat, they made up with graſs, . 
| becauſe it is there occaſionally ſaid, 
that there was much grals in the 
place. 
Propheſy in the notion of it, may 
mclude thoſe two thmgs, 1. Apre- 
dition of future contingencies, a fore- 
telling, not only the Ta caera, but the 
Te a6 Aovre, not only ſuch things, the | 
events whereof depend upon the natu- 
ral and neceſſary connexion of cauſes, 
but ſuch as come to paſs by the free de- 


termination of Mens wills and though 
the 


the proper nature of. propheſy doth not 
conſiſt- herein, yet isit a certain cha- 

rafter of a true Prophet, where it 

doth occur, for it 15 not in the power of 
any:lower principle certainly to fore- 

rel ſuch things. 

2. Propheſy more properly' implies 
the Communication of the Divine Will 
to men; and that with this particular 
defien, to-mſtru& and inform the 
World in things of great concernment ; 
for there. may be private notices and 
perſonal commands convey'd from God 
to: Men, which yet are not ſuf ficient to 
denommate them Prophets. | 
Propheſy in the firſt ſenſe doth ſup- 

poſe 'the bring of God to a Chriſtian, 
and proves it to an heathen, for there 
may as ſtrong an Argument be- dawn 
from the punFual prediftions of fu- 
ture contingencies in all 'the particular 
Modes and Circumſtances of them; to 
prove 
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prove 4 Divine Being, 4: there may 
from the regular order and conſtitution of 
the univerſe : for it 15 as imipoſ$1ble 
certainly to forerel things to come in that 
very way and method wherein they happen 
without Divine Revelation, 4s it would 
have been for the world to have reduc'a 
it ſelf mto this ſtately frame by the for- 
tuitous concourſe of Atoms. : 
And as propheſy proves the Bemg of 
God, ſo the being of God proves at leaſt 
the poſsibility of propheſy, 11 dentur dn, 
darur divinatio, ſays Cicero, and the 
conſequence ts v00d and valid; unleſs with 
the Epicureans, that granting a God.wk,,.. . 
deny his providence, and the government” 
of the world by,him : Propheſy an 
vine Revelation” being one great mſtru- 
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ett im providence to bave created fuch 
Noble Creature us Man, withouffa w 


of communicating; ſuitable noticesto” 
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as the conveniencies or neceſvties of 
things might require. 

Thus the Stoicks argue im this caſe, 
if , ſay they, there be Gods and yet they do 
not declare to men future events, then ei- 
ther they do not love men, or they know 
not themſelves what will come to paſs 
bereafter, or they think it nothing con- 
cerns men to know, or they think ut m- 
conſiſtent with their Majeſty to do it, 
or laſtly they know not how to communt- 
cate this their knowledge to others : but 
all theſe conſequences are falfe, therefore 
the Being of God proves ſuch al ind of 
propheſy or divination. This argumenta- 
tion of theirs refers 0 propheſy m the 
firſt ſenſe, but it would be more ftrong 
and undeniable if from thence we infer d 
the being of propheſy m the latter, that 1s, 
the Revelation of thmgs much more conſi- 
derable then the meer knowledge of fur 
ture events ; for he that Jenies propheſy in 
this ſenfe, muſt either grant all thoſe falſe 


an 
\ 


and unworthy conſequences before meri- 
tion d,-or ſome of theſe, which ave as falſe 
as the other, either firſt that God hath 


declar'd his whole Will by the Light of 


Nature, fo that nothing more remams 


further to be reveal d ; or Secondly, that 


nature hath declar'd enough, and that 
there 1s no need of any more , or Thirdly, 
that it is inconſiſtent with the free de- 
termination of the Divine Will to make 
any further Revelation, then what na- 
ture hath already diſcover d. 

But now this kind of Propheſy or Di- 


vine Revelation was both neceſſary im re- 
ſpeFt of man, and no ways contrary to any 


reſolution of the Divine Wil, t. It was 
neceſſary, becauſe all the ſeveral Religi- 
ons that ever appear d in the world, either 
really had, or at leaf} pretended to Di- 
vine-Revelation, now things being in this 
Poſture at our Saviours appearance in the 


world, it was neceſſary that b4 Religion 


ſhould have the truth of that which many 
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of the others only pretended to, both to free 
(friſtians from the danger of bemg {e- 
duc'd by the falſe pretenſes 's of others, * and | 
| alſo falh to aſſure them of the _ of | © 
their own Religion. 
| Not though as if the falſe Oracles of 
the Heathens did firſt occaſion that Re- 
velation that was truly Divine, for this 
bad always a precedency in nature to that 
which was falſe and counterfeit, thus God 
fo ſt gave the command to Adam not to 
eat of the forbidden fruit, before the De- 
vil ever tempted him thereunto. 
And the reaſon of that reſemblance, 
which we ſometimes fl nd betwixt Sacred 
and prophane Rites, is not, that God took 
occaſion from them to inſtitute the like a- 
mongſt his own people . but becauſe the 
Devil, bemg Gods Ape, doth many times 
either pervert Divine Inſtitutions to an 
perſtitious or Idolatrous purpoſes , 
ere fomethmg of the like nature of ba y 
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| of the falſe Religion,and to ſeduce others: 
fromthe true-one, ſo that it 15 no ways 
inconſiſtent with the ſubtilty or malice of 

-the Devil, but rather highly promotive of = 
both, to borrow ſome Divine Rites and 
Sacred Inſtitutions and mſert them mto 
his own Worſhip. jon 


And it ſeems. more probable, that the E- 
gyptans here borrowed from the Jews,then 
the Jews fromthe Egyptians 3 for notwith- 
ſtanaine the, ereat hatred which they bore to 
the Jews, yet they might imitate them in 
ſonre part of their. Religions Worſhip ,., and 
that not out of any love they had either to 
there or their Relieion, but that they might 
theobetter ſecure ſome of their own people in 
their Idolatrous Worſhip, who perbaps bad 
entertain d too great an opinion of ſome of 
the JewiſhCeremonics, or that by this means 
they might ſome other ways more effi nat. } 
manage their malice againſt them ; but what 
ever was the firſt occaſion or original. of thx 

Devils Oracles, yet this is certain, that at 
Chrifts appearance in the world, they had 
Ve! y much prevail d in the: Heathen Nati- 
ons; and therefore it was nece{[a1y « that 
\ | es | Chriſt 
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| Chriſt ſhould. both ſilence theſe, and inſti- 
tute a more certain method of Divine Re- 
velation of bis own. hg? 
I. Revelation was neceſſary to aſſure the 


and upon what terms and by what methods 
we may attain Salvation : for though the 
Divine Goodneſs be as knowable by the 
Light of Nature, and as eaſily apparent in 
the notion of a Deity, as any other of it's 
attributes of Power and Juſtice ; yet being 
conſcious t9 our ſelves of daily offending 
| God; and gnilt being naturally full of Fea- 
loufie ; We conld not be ſo 5 aſur d of 
Gods m:rcy without ſuch a Revelation, ha- 
wine forfeited the effe@s thereof, as to our 
ſelves, and however though we might have 
ſome notions of Gods parability and willing- 
neſs to pardon, yet we conl4 ſcarce hav? 
imaein d that his mercy wonld have extend- 
ed thus far, not only to pardon our (ins, but 
zlſo to confer upon us ſuch a degree of hap- 
pineſs. 
' Nor doth their way of reaſoning ſeem co- 
gent and neceſſary, who tel} us that Natu- 
ral Reaſon leads #5 to a Meaiator, and that 
fuch an one, as God indeed has appointed to 
be God and Man : Ged, ſay they, 1s per- 
fel 


world of Gods reconciliation to mankind, 
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ly juft and perfeFly merciful, and being 
he ly ſt yore all _— becauſe 
fnjul, but this would be repugnant to bis 
rercy, which mnſt alſo be perfe@ with effe#, | 
now ſeeing the perfeFion of theſe two at- | 
tributes of juſtice and mercy may conkſt in 
| God together, and ſince this cannot be, uns .Y 
leſs God doth ſatisfie, and Man do ſuffer, F 
therefore Reaſon dictates ſuch a Mediator, | | 
as is both God and Man. 
But this 3s a Polt-nate way of arguing, 
faund out ſince Gods Revelation of his Will 
in this matter, for where did ever appear any 
ſuch way of reaſoning amongſs the Heathen. 
Pl iloſophers, or any cthers, before Gods de- 
claration of it ; ſo that all that can follow 
hence, is only an agreeableneſs of the Divine 
Methods of Salvation, here made uſe of, to: 
Reaſon, not any ability in Reaſen to prove 
that the things ought to be ſo, Antecedent to 
the Revelation. 
2. This Argument doth ſuppoſe or en- 
| deavours to prove the Incarnation of Chrift, 
| knowable by the Light of Nature, which is 
ſo far from. being true, that 'it is not fully 
and clearly conceiveable how it could be 
v done, even now when it js reveal d; there 
| axe- indeed ſome inſtances in nature which 
pt be; < ſeems 
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ſeen to facilitate the belief of the Incarua- 
tion, thus what is man, but as it were a pre- 
VIOWS Eſſay fo the [ncarnations being COMM 
ponnaed of Principles as jar aiftant 2s Hea- 
ver and Earth, of Soul and Body : but ther 
this is cnly an illuſtration of a truth al- 
ready reveal'd, not any Antccedent Argu- 
ment to prove it. 


T1 might eaſily enlorge further on this 


ſubje# , but I am very ſen(ible that I have 


already tranſgreſs'd the due limits of a Pre- 


face: the enſuing Treatiſe will be a ſuffr- 


cient dimonſiration of the other © particu- 
lar, viz. That Divine Revelation is no 
ways contrary to the free determination of 
the Divine Will, it beine that which God 
hath promis'd in general, and particularly 
by this way of Dreams and Viſions. 
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Errata in the Preface. 
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Divine Dreams. 


Moſt Honoured Brother, © Wo 
| Doubr not bur you remember the 
{| conference we had, as we welt t9. 
Councellor Amproux his lodging=.ope 
of our Diſcourſes was concerning,the 
Nature of thoſe Dreams which God 
ſometimes ſent unto hisServants,and, 
particularly concerning the marks 
and characters, by which they mighc. 
know them to be truly Divine. For as 
much as you found a great deal of 
difficulty in_thac matter, 1 ſhould 
.haye been glad if we had diſcours'd. 
i 0 hs wn B further 


q 
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further upon it. But the night came 
on, and obliged you to retire to your 
lodgings ; and Madamoiſelle de la Suze, 
who ſtaid for me in another place, 
and I went alſo to ours, we had ſome 
diſcourſe in our return concerning it, 
and ſhe deſfir'd me (according to 
my ability) to illuſtrate .and explain 
hin Cid ſeem more obſcure and dif- 
ficule in that ſubje&, which ſhe 
thought worthy of a more: attentive 
confideration. I beſtow'd ſome 
thoughts upon it in my journey, and 
it other affairs had not prevented 
me, I had ere this committed them 
ro Paper: But if my occafions,which 
are at preſent ſo urgent, and impor- 
runate dopermit, I willdoit: and 1 
here begin this little work in midſt 
of their diſturbance, on purpoſe to 
engage my ſelf tro a neceflity of fi- 


niſhing it, that ſo I may ſend it as a 


reſtimony of that reſpe& which I 
bear you, and of that fingular eſteem 
which I have of your rare qualities, 
and of the Honour of your Friend- 


Hip. 
[- CHAP. 
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Of natural Dreams and their ſeveral 


Cauſes, © 


Here are three kinds of facul- 

| : ties in man, Which are ſub- 
- ſervient to him, both in ac- 

| quiring and preſerving knowledge, 
vis, the External Senſes, which are 
as it were, at the one extream ; the 
Underſtanding at the other ; and the 
Internal Senſes in the middle be- 
twixc theſe two, The impreſſion 
of external objets made upon the 
Corporeal ſenſes is not calld by the 
name of Dreams, ſeeing it is made 


_ ratiocinations of the underſtand- 
ing call'd Dreams, becanſe Dreams 


which are common to us with 


and horſes belongs the power 
dreaming: ſothat ir neceſſarily fol- 
| | B 2 OWSg, 


upon us waking; neither are the. 


are form'd in ſome of thole faculties, 


beaſts, tro whom alſo, as to dogs 


w- 


* 
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lows, that that impreſſion, wherein 
the nature of dreams doth conſiſt, 
muſt be made in the internal ſenſes. 
Now theſe are commonly accounted 
three, the Common Senſe, the Phan- 
tafie, and the Memory: all which. 
three, ſome do think to be but one 
and the ſame faculty, bur diverſly 
confidered according to its divers 
modes of acting upon its reſpective 
objects : others do diftinguiſh them 
as different faculties i» themſelves, 
and not only in their operations. I 
F ſhall here follow this latter opini« 
on, both as more univerſally re- } 
ceiv'd, and more fit and proper for 
the explication of that which I 
here nndertake, and fhall affert, 
that dreams are not made in the 
common ſenſe or ſenſns communis, be- 
cauſe that doth nor a&, bur when 
the external ſenſes are awake: nor 
| to ſpeak properly, are they made 
i9F in the znemory, becauſe the 1dea's of 
W | | things there are only in Potentid, and 
:1W when they are reduc'd into 4, do 
then paſs into the imagination or 
| phanſie 


Divme Dreams. 3 
phanſie, But the images whereof 
dreams are form'd, arein A&, as We 
ſay, and therefore muſt neceſſarily 
be in that part which we call the 
Phanſie ; to which all the world do 
more generally agree. That impreſ- 
fion then ( which is the cauſe of 
dreams ) muſt be refer'd to one of 
theſe three cauſes, Nature, Angels Or 
God; and accordingly there can be 
but three kinds of dreams, awatures 
and ſupernatural; and thele, {uch as 
proceed either from the- operation 
of Angels, or ſuch as are more purely 
Divine. 

As for natural dreams,they may be 
divided into four Claſſes, (1.) there 
are ſome which are to be imputed 
tothe mere temperament of the bo- 
dy, or tothe Conſtitution wherein 
the perſon that dreams, chances+0 
be, when he has ſuch or ſach viſions. 
For Example, thoſe who are of an 
hot or Cholerick conſtitution, or at 
that time have their Stomachs-over- 
charged with Choler , - they. cow- 


monly dream of fire ; 'thaſe, who 
B r 8g are 


G A Diſcourſe tonterning 
are-naturally Phlegmatick, or who 
then chance-ro abound with Phlegm, 
do dream of Re and rivers, and 
inundation of 

portionably 'the ſame with others, 
according to che diverſity of their 
conſtitutions. And although expe- 


waters: and it is pro- 


rience ſhews this to be true, and that 


Phy ficians do take indications from 
dreams, whereby to judge of the 
'rernperature of the body, yet the 
reaſon, why it is ſo, doth not ſo 
eafily appear, I ſhall briefly offer 
Jomethins, as a reaſon hereof, as 1 
paſs along, though my deſign doth 
not at all 6blige me hereunto : it 1s 
this, IT think we may traly aſſert 
that 'the operations of our outward 


ſenfes do ' convey into our memory 
'the 7aea's 'of all ſenſible things, 


"which: are there preſery'd upon all 


vecaſions; and tharir is from thence 
that the ſubje@.matrer of natural 


dreams is taken. For if we (conld 


imagine a'man to have liv'd 'to rhe 


age of twenty five years without 
Oatiy uſe 'of his ſenſes, 'we muſt alſo 


1Magine 
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imagine him to have liv'd 10 long 
without ever dreaming, in aS MUcN 
aS he had not the Idea of any lenfible 
thing in his memory ; fince allo iris 
certain that in ſleep the natural 
heat is more intenſe in the inward 
parts, as the liver, the heart, the 
diaphragm,« and in all thole parts 
that ſurround the Stomach : Hence 1c 
cauſes vapors ta ariſe into the brain, 
which on the one hand are ;hot by 
the heat they draw from their 
cauſe, that rais'd them ; and on the 
other hand retain ſomething of thac 
huwour, which is more univerſally 
predominant in the temperature of . 
the body, or more particularly un 
the ſNtomach, whether ic be Choler, 
or Phleem, or Bload, or Melancholy, 
which are the four uſually here ta- 
ken into conſideration.z according 
therefore to the heat of thele va- 
pors, ſo they put the Jdea's in the 


/ memory into motion, and: reduce 


them mto A4A# in the IMagination.; 


and as they retain ſomething of ſuch 


or ſuch an humor, ſo-they affe 4he 


'$ A Diſcourſe concerning 
brain,8& particularly that part which 


is the ſeat of the phanſie, with the 


quality of that humor from which 
they proceed. Now that which pro- 
duceth the effe&t, is, that the organ 
being thus affeQed, doth better re- 
ceive the images of thoſe things 
which do ſuit with its preſent con- 
ſtitution, and doth better retain 
them ; whereas thoſe others which 
do not at all agree therewith are di- 
ſperſed and fly away: ſo thar if cheſe 
vapors do ariſe from a Phlegmatick 
humour, then the phanſie is apt 'to 
repreſent to it (elf waters and inun- 
dations, if from Zile and Choler, 
then fire and -burnings; and thoſe 
other forms of things of a differ- 
ent nature, which the heat had 
rais'd and drawn from the memory 
into the zmagination, lip away and 
make no abode there.: But however 
it be, that we decide this queſtion, 
the dreams that proceed from ſuch a 
cauſe, can have no other: power of 
ſignification, bur only from the ef- 
fect rogive ſome knowledge of the 
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cauſe: The reaſon hereof is this, be. 
cauſe that which produceth them be- 
ing altogether void of all under- 
ſtanding (for neither the heat, thax 
is in the inward parts, hath any; 
nor the memory, nor the -imagina- 


tion, and as for the underſtanding, 


it is not. at all concern'd herein ) 
therefore theſe cannot be deſign'd to 
any particular end, 

2. But there are others ( which 
is the ſecond kind of dreams) where= 
in the temperament, and the: diſpo- 
fition of humours have no place, and 
theſe proceed from no other cauſe 
then the heat, which ariſing from 
the lower parts to the brain, doth 
put the /dez's and images of things 
in the memory into motion, and re- 
preſents them to the phaxſic, but in 
a confus'd and difturb\d manner, in 
proportion to the greatneſs of the 
hear, and according as the vapors, 
which ariſe from the ſtomach are 
orols or ſubtle,and as they are more 
or leſs abundant, and ſo accordingly 


fill the veſſels of the brain; for 
b when 


Jo A Diſcourſe concerning 
when they are groſs and in great 
' plenty, the images of things re. 
call'd from the memory, are there 
ſo (wallowed up, that either it pre- 


-- ſents none to the faxſir, that it can 


take any notice of, which is the 
cauſe that we then dream not at all : 
or if it do, yet it is attended with fo 
much weakneſs and obſcurity, that 
when we awake,. we remember no- 
thing of what we dream'd; and 
 henceit is, that ſome, though very 
\, few, never dream at all, becauſe. 
'the vapors that ariſe in their ſleep, 
are always thick and darkſome ; and 
hence alſo it is, that ordinarily we 
do not dream immediately after 
meals, for as much as the ftomach 
being then full, doth ſend up to the 
brain vapours in too great abun- 
dance; but if the vapours be more 
thin and ſubtle, if they be in leſs 
abundance and more calm, then the. 
images of things .do preſent them- 
felves to the phanſte with more di- 
ſtinion, and yet not withoat a 
ereat deal of diſorder, for ler ns 
ſop- 


Divine Dreams, © we 
ſappoſe the images of themſelves or- 
derly plac'd in the memory, yet 
there are two things that may cauſe 
confuſion z the one, that the heat 
that moves them, doth alſo diſtorb 
them, as we ſee ſmall pieces of mat. 
ter in 2 veſſel fall of water, remain 
each in its proper place, ſo long as 
the water 15 calm and unmov'd : but 
if you put fire under it, the water 
by boiling 1s put into moticn, and 
the ſeveral ſnbſtances are jumbled 
together by its agitation : the other, 
that while the external ſenſes are 
awake and in ation, they govern 
and fix the phanfie by their influ» 
ence, but when they are laid afleep 
and the phanſte thns more art liber- 

ty, there 15'a great deal of jrregula- - 
rity in allits aions z from hence it 
comes, that the images, (where- 
with the memory , agitated by the 
hear, hatch fill'd the phanſie ) dojoyn 
themſelves one ro another fortui- 
toufly and without order ,, from 
whence is form'd aninfinire number 
of phanraftical and extravagant 
6s | | com- 
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compoſitions : we ſee the experi- 
ence hereof in a feaver, when the 
violence of the heat and the cho- 
lerick vapours do diſturb the imagi- 
nation 35 and we ſee it alſo in fools, 
who though they neither ſleep nor 
are in a feaver, yet have their ima- 
gination diſturb'd by reaſon of the 
diſtemper of their brain z which 
makes them conceive ſo many Chi- 
mzra's and utter ſuch ſtrange in- 


_ confiſtencies, and divers kinds of 


things, which have no natural con- 
nexion among themſelves, paiing 
into the phanſte and joyning them- 


ſelves one to another with a great 


deal of irregularity ; for the imagi- 
nation 1S a faculty, which of ir ſelf 
iS able to receive the impreſhon of 
thoſe /dez's, and alſo joyn them to- 
gether, but becauſe it is corporeal 
and by conſequent void of ander- 
ſtanding, it can neither perceive 
their agreement nor their diſagree- - 
ment, nor conveniently diſpoſe of 


them according to reaſon : So that ir 


aQts here, as a blind man would do, 


who 
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who being among a great number 
of broken and mutilated ſtatues, 
ſhould go about rightly to reaſſem- 
ble their parts by groping : for it 
would frequently happen withonr 
doubr, that he would, for example, 
ſet Marinas his head upon Cleopatra's 
body,and pur the thighs of a Braſen- 
horſe under the trunk of Zpami- 
nondas. 

And theſe dreams have yet leſs 
power of ſignifying things to come, 
then the former; for as much as the 
compoſition of the images is altoge- 
ther fortuitous, . and by conſequent 
incapable either to repreſent any 
thing, as in an allegorical Emblem, 
or nakedly and without any ſuch re- 
preſentation to foretel it, for eve- 
ry Emblem and Symbolical repre- 
ſentation is the work of an intelli- 
gent agent, and the forelſecing 
things to come requires {till more 
light of reaſon. *Tis true indeed; 
that the underſtanding fometimes 
makes ſome. reflexions upon the 
things thus preſented to the phanſie 
| in 
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in ſleep; for there is this difference 
berwixt our dreams, and thoſe of 
Dogs and Horſes : thoſe of ſuch ani- 
mals do not reach any higher facul- 
ry, then the imagination, for as 
.. much as they have none higher, 

* whereas ours do ſometimes affect the 
-. underſtanding ; ſo that we do ſome- 
times make rational reflexions upon 
thoſe phantalſms, and ſometimes 
long difcouples, as it frequently hap- 
pens.torhaA&who are accuſtomed to 
ſpeak in publick. But then in the 
firſt place, it js not the underſtanding 
that forms theſe 7dez's, it only acts 
upon them, as they are repreſented 
by the imagination, ſo that it can- 
not give them the leaſt power of ſig- 
nifying things to come and further 
how can that which cannot foreſee 
things future, when awake, do it 
when afleep, and be able to repre- 
ſent them in thoſe differeat ſhapes 
which then concur in the fanſie > 
ſo far is it from doing any thing of 
this, that it cannot pals any rational 
judgment either of the paſt or pre- 
£4 ſent 


ds 
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ſent, of which yet it hath much 
more knowledge then' of things ro 
come, and indeed no extravagance 
iS able then to check or ſet bounds 
co our underſtanding, we raiſe our 
friends whom we know to be dead, 
and diſcourſe with them, as if yet li-. 
ving, we ſet Paris in Qaercy and Zon- 
don 11 Germany, and this without any 
great wonder tous, we become Beg- 
gars and Kings in a moment, nor 
doth this ſo ſtrange an alteration any 
ways amuſe us, and there is nothing 
ſo phanraſtical or diſagreeable, 

| which doth not thus ſeem reaſonable - 

| tous, 

2}. The third fort of natural 
dreams are ſuch asproceed from thoſe 
employments of our life, ' to which 
we apply our ſelves with'great in- 
| tention of mind, for ſtudious men 
? dream of books, cavetous men. of 

money, Souldiers imagine they fee 
battalions of foot and ſquadrons of 
horſe, and generally thoſe who are 
delighted in any employmenr dream 
of thivgs relating rhereunro:  Aod 
| at 
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it 15 not difficult to render a reaſon 
hereof, for the images of theſe 
things are moſt familiar to them, 
and do moſt frequently occur ; ſo 


_ *, thatitis no wonder, if when the in- 


**z ward heat, which 15 much more in- 


Ws 
% 


"<penſe in ſleep, doth move and agi- 


FSO ER % 


tate this ſtore-houſe of ſenſible 
Idea's nip wonder, I ſay, if theſe do 
firſt and more frequently offer them- 
ſelves,. but yet, always, almoſt with 
the ſame phahtaſticalneſs, as the 
former, ſo that we may make the 
ſame judgment of both , and be- 
lieve that they have no more power 
i +a things to come, then they 
ad. 

4: The fonrth kind of natural 
dreams 1s that which ariſes upon oc- 
caſfion of ſome paſſion which has et- 
ther poſleſs'd us, whilſt yet waking, - 
and upon which we now refle& be- 
ing aſleep, or ſuch as takes its firſt 
riſe in our fleep by the motion of 
the iraſcible or concupiſcible appe- 
tite: and here it fares with us al- 
moſt.in the ſame manner as ia thoſe, 
-# , - which 
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which proceed from: the tempera. 
ment of the body andthe conſtitu- 
tion of the humours, for thus ic 
preſents to our imagination objects, 
which leave ſome reſemblance to our 
paſſhons, Thoſe who are hungry . 
imagine they ſee: feaſts, and thoſe 
who/ are: thirſty believe they drink 
at- fountains, The::amorous ſee 
their .inclinations ; and the.' cho- 
lerick the objects of their anger, and 
run to meet their enemies, who:pres 
ſent - themſelves 'in; arms , before 
them.: --But as theſe: dreams: have 
without-:doubt a cauſe antecedent 
in your paſſion, :ſo' ic is certainithar 
ordinarily they are:no; leſs.extravas 
gant, then the: former ,; nor more 
capable-to give any-certain knows- 
ledge of! things to - come}, :nor:! of 
thoſe very; things: which already 
exiſts] if; they! be! altogetheri na- 
known tous before :our dreams for 
the ſenſitive part of our ſou]-is 1n- 
deed:/able;to ſubmnit to reaſon; bur 
in itſelf ,dath'no ways partake of it; 
ſo that 4; being-in its own naxure 
- Ma | Irra- 
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ircational, it is.impoſlible ir ſhould 
produce anything, whichas we ſaid 
before, requires an intelligent agent 
for its cauſe. - *Tis true, ſometimes 
it happens that ſome of theſe dreams 
do come to paſs, which makes us 
think, .there is ſome refemblance or 
agreement betwixt the dream'and 
the event, :and. by .confequence, 
that, ſome Ange] tor Spirit 4s con- 
cern'd therein: But as Arifforle has 
obſerv'd:, ' this: happens ' by © meer 
chance, as he that withour-any aim 
ſhouldſhoot a thouſand arrows,/may 
at laſt by chance hir the mark': fo 
in our dreams ſuch aginfinite inum- 
ber of-viſions do-paſs into''our ima- 
gination,' that it:is not only'no won 
der, if one ſhould ſomerimes'chance 
to be true. but 4it would! be much 
more ſtrange if once or twice in our 
life it did not ſo! happen; bur if 
any of our dreams do not onlycome 
to pals, but there alſo be a:remark- 
able agreement betwixt it- and the 
event, and ſachas that we ought 
neceſlarily. to. ſuppoſe the iopera- 
Ads C tion 


Divine Dreais. ' ag 
tion of an intelligent agent to ipter- 
vene; we ought nat then to reckon 
this among natural dreams, but to re+ 
fer it either to God or to ſome aRion 
of Angels . +, ce 
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Of Angelical Dreams in  Genaral, and 
ſome , rational reflexions vu particur 
lar ORCS * | 7. | 


Fx Here are two. ſorts of dreams 

_ Which we may, impute £0 cre- 
ated Inmtelligences., rhe ohne where 
the. things Fonif'd ave contained'in 
Symbolical and Myſterious Re- 


I 


preſentations z the other where they 


oy 


are propos'd naked without any fuct 
46. > hy asfor.che firſt,, thoſe 
who undertake to; give rules of 
their interpretation, do it: in two 
different, ways, for they telus thac 
we onght ſometimes to take the: dj- 
rect contrary. t0- the. dream fox. it's 
interpretation: 25 if one dream; of 

> 4 E- 5 mar- 
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marriages, they ſay, it is a fign of 
death'; and on the contrary, if we 
imagine in our fleep that we fee 
Mourning-weeds and Funerat-attire, 
we {hall then ſuddenly hear 'of a 
Marriage; but one may dream.of 
ſuch things without Angels any 
ways concerning themſelves here- 
in, for that the images of thoſe 
things may remain in the memory, 
2nd: by the meer force of nature re- 
turn into the Phanſte, when we are 
aſleep, bur when any ſuch, dream 
ſhall happen and it be imprinted in 
the imagination” by the operation 
of ali Angel,” we may aflygre our 
ſelves that ir is not x good one that 
doth it, for they are the 'Miniſters of 
God, Who is never that Author of 
thoſe\dreams, whoſe ſignification is 
thus to be read backward, 'much 
leſs hath he eſtabliſhed any ſuch 
rule to interpret them by, -aftd there 
is not the leaſt footſtep hereof either 
in Scripture 'or Nature, and there is 
too much of uncertainty in thefe - in- 
rerpretations to <entitle' them to 
ls ae > Divine 
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Divine Revelation. And this makes 
me call. ro mind that which they re- 
port of Bachanay, who every year 
inter-leaf'd his A/manack with white 
paper, and where the Almazack fore- 
told Fair-weather, he Writ 'over 
againſt it Fowl, and where it {aidit 
ſhould be Raiz or Cloudy, he ſet. op- 
police to it, a Fair and Cleay: Shie, 
and that after he had obſerv'd ic 
fifty. or ſixty years, he ſaid, he al- 
ways came nearer the truth,. then 
the Almanack, but hence it follows 
not, that thoſe who made. Alme- 
zacks, did defign by the contrary 
predictions thoſe. events, | which 
Buchazan did thus prognoſtick, but 
that the Aftrologers making for the 
moſt part their Prognoſtications . at 
an adventure, and ſome of them 
not having the leaſt knowledge! of 
the ſtars, it might very well happen 
that Zuchanay, thus by chance might 
foretel fair or foul weather, by ta- 

king always the contrary to-their 
Predictions. | 4:4 m1 

\ But the more common rule of. In- 

JET” ter- 
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rerpreting of dreams is to obſerve 
the. agreement 4nd refemblances 
which. are betwixt the dreams and 
their events; thus they tell us, 
that he that dreams he hath loft a 
tooth, ſhall looſe a friend, and he 
that dreams that a rib is taken our of 
his {tde, ſhall ere long fee the death 
of his wife. I ſhall not here ſtay to 
relate examples of this nature, 
which | have been verifi'd by the 
event. Cicero among others relates 
this, a certain man dream'd that 
there was an Egg hid under his bed, 
the Sooth-fayer tro whom he apply'd 
himſelf for the interprecation of the 
dream, told him thar jn the ſame 
place where he imagin'd to ſee the 
Zze, there was'treafure hid : where- 
upon he causd' the place to be dig- 
ged up, and there accordingly he 
fonnid Silver, and in the midſt of it a 
good quantity i of Gold, and to give 
rhe interpreter ſome teſtimony of 
lis acknowledgement, he brought 
him ſome pieces of the Sitver, which 
he had found ; but the Sooth-ſayer 
We} 2: Lu YT FT Sy hoping 
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hoping alfo ro haye ſome: of: the 
Gold, faid, «xd will you not give. me 
ſome ,of 'the yolk t44 *| Now! theſe 
dreams; Which we cammot reaſonably 
 impute/either. to_ natural caufes ,. or 
to meer chance, yet-do they not, ex» 
ceed the: power: of; Angels. to. cons 
vey; for an Ange] either good. or 
bad ( for I ſhall not; naw examane 
the queſtion, which-of the twoit is } 
I ſay, ic is not impoſlible: for an 
Angel to know that there: was trea- 
ſure hid there. An Angel. might 
alſo imprine fuch a dream upon the 
mans imagination, Whilſt he was 
aſleep, and alfo. reveal to the 
Sooth-ſayer, -that the F#gg did 
ſignifie a treaſure , where - there 
was Gold and Silver hid, or might 
furniſh him with- occaſions to conje- 
cure fo. wo 
There are alſo ſome of this nature, 
which ' reſpe&t the future, which 
may proceed fromthe operation of 
Angels.: The Poets ſay that, Hecwba, 
the wife of Prievzus being with child 
of Paris, dream'd that ſhe brought 
17944 3 C 4 forth 
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forth a burning torch upon occaſion 
whereof the Soothſayers did'preſage; 
that the Child ſhould be the :cauſe 
of the ruine of Troy and of its'con- 
Aagration. The Ancient Hiſtori- 
ans tell us, that the Mother of ?ha- 
lxris dream'd that ' among' the Sta- 
tues which ſhe conſecrated in the 
houſe of her Son, ſhe ſaw that of 


HMercary, who from a bowl, that he 


had in his hand, pour'd out blood 
vpon the Earth, which boil'd out in 
ſo great plenty, that it overflow'd 
the whole houſe, which was inter- 
preted and confirm'd by the cruelties 
of Phalaris the meſt bloody man up- 
on Earth. Cyrus in a dream fanfſ!'d 
he ſaw the Sun at his feer, and that 
he thrice attemptedto catchiit in his 
hand , bur that it always rowling 


away eſcap'd him: which the Ma- 


gicians 'thus interpreted ; his ar- 
tempt thrice-to (catch the Sun fi- 
gnify'd 'thit he'ſhould reign thirty 
years, which the event 'confirmed. 
Theſe dreams, I'ſay, may 'proceed 
from” the'operation of Angels, for as 
es ko» © one 
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much as the imprefhon of theſe. 
images in the fanſie is not above the! 
Sphere of that AQivity z the 7dee of 
the Sun is in all mens 'memorysz; 
and that of burning torches, ' of 
Statues and of blood ;. fo that there: 
was nothing wanting in theſe occa-: 
fions but to reduce them (into the 
fanſie, and there to put them into a 
due place and motion. 
- And as for the previſton of things 

to come, which Angels would fignt- 
fie hereby, this they can do partly 
of themſelves and their own proper 
Conjectures, Prey by a certain 
kind of revelation from God. The 
Devil who ſeeks all opportunities of 
doing miſchief to the world, had re- 
{olv'd to promote and carry on the 
barbarous humour of ?halaris to all 
manner of cruelties, and ſeeing the 
houſe, of Priamus flouriſhing and his 
ſtate great and potent, he propounded 
co himſelf to do all he poſhbly could 
to ruine it, and to that purpoſe to 
make :uſe of 211 occafions: that pre- 
ſented themſclyes', and: ito make 
mn To . Priamns 
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Preenms his © very children inftru- 
mental thereunto, And although 
theſe were but meer defigns, of the 
event whereof, he could have no 
certainty, for as much as the will: 
of Gad and his providence ſuper- | 
intends all things, yet he doth not 
forbear to hope, and to foretel the 
manner of. that thing which he him- 
ſelf deſigns to do, which God, for 
reaſons beſt known to himſelf, 
would not hinder the ratification 
of by the event. As for that of 
Cyros, it was impofiible for Angels 
to Divine how long he ſhould reign, 
bur God ſuffers ſometimes ſome of 
his more ſecret Counſels tb appear 
to the view of created intellipenccs, 
and from theſeradiations which pro- 
ceed from the Cabinet of the Di- 
vine Counlels, they either certain- 
ly foreſee ſome things to come, or at 
leaſt form ſuch reaſonings. and 
conjectures as come very near the 
rruth, | 

' \Thole other” dreams which -pro- 
pole things nakedly, as they are:in 
? h them- 
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chemfelves havenoneed of 'an inter- 
preter to underftand them , but 
when the event confirms them, they 
are not therefore the lels abderfall 
I ſhall produce two or three exam- 
ples which ſeem_ very remarkable, 
Two Arcadien friends travel'd toge- 
ther and lay one night in the City 
Megare, where the one lodged in a 
publique Inn, the other in a private 
friends houſe, as was uſual in thoſe 
days. After Supper, he in the pri- 
vate houſe being gone to bed, and 
aſleep, the other appear'd to him in 
a dream, and prayed him to come 
to his aſſiſtance, for as much as the 
Maſter of the Inn defign'd to mur- 
'ther him: the affright of the dream 
having wakened him, he roſe up, 
but being come tg himſelf he took it 
for a meer dream and idle viſton, 
and went to ſleep again. In his fe- 
cond fleep, the image of his friend 


% 
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came again into his phanſfie, and he 
imagin'd that he pray'd him, that 
ſince he would not help him whilft 


living, yet at leaſt he would not _ 
4 3 = =) | ; , Fe im ; 1S 
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his death go unpuniſh'd : for that the 
Maſter of the houſe had. murther'd 
him and had caſt his body. into, a 
Cart full of dung, and defir'd him 
to go early in the Morning to the 
Gate of the City before the Cart 
went out, the man being very much 
moy*'d by his dream roſe up, and go- 
ing. to that Gare, there ſtop'd the 
Cart loaden with dung ready to 
paſs, whereupon the Carter being 


righted. fled away, and the body 


being there found, the crime was 
by this means diſcover'd, the Hoſt 
puniſh'd, ad all the City ſtruck with 
admiration at the wonderfulneſs of 
the dream. | | 

| Cicero relates this in the book al- 
ready cited : Seealſo another taken 
_ out. of the life of Monſieur Peireſe, 
Councellor of the Parliament of 
Provence, This excellent Perſonage 
oing from Montpellier to Niſmes 
ay all night in an Inn, which is the 
Mid- way betwixt thoſe two places 
he had in his company one Fames 
Rainier, Citizen of ix, who ;10 
| -” ' thac 
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that journey lodged in the ſame 
Chamber with him : as that great 
man ſlept,” Rainier obferv'd” that he 
talk'd and murrter'd ſomething 'in 
his fleep, otherwiſe then 'was uſual 
with him, whereupon be wakened 
him, and ask'd' him what ' was the 
matter; Oh! -faid he, you have 
made me loſe a moſt excelletit and 
pleaſant dream, for I was dream- 
ing, that I was at Niſmes, 7 and thar 
a Goldſmich thew'd, me, a golden 
Medal of. Fulins Ceſar, which he 
would fell me for four Crowns, and, 
as I'was ready to give hitn them, 
both my Goldſmith and my. Medal 
vaniſh'd awiy.” rogether -by your 
awakening of me. . Being arriv'd at 
Niſmes and having not” orgot_ his 
dream, he went.to Walk! in n the. City 's 
rill ſuch rime'as dinner was read Ty 


and paſſing up arid down he went i 
whether he had'any rarity, o ſhoy | 


to a Goldſmiths ſhop, to ask 


ſwer'd that he had 2 Juliws Caſe of 


Gold 5 Mepnfitur de Peireſe c asking rhe 
price 
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price of, it, he anſwer'd,: four 
Crowns ,, which thing did fill .the 
mind of chat great perſon, both with 
joy and: admiration, as well for that | 
he had found, a Rarity, which he | 
had long very much ſought for; As | 
alſo for the ſurpriſing, and ſtrange 
manger whereby. it , came to his 
hands, © 25th 
A third ſhall be another out of 
the ſame book of Cicero, Hannibal 
having taken Sagunte, dream'd that 

witer CaJl'd him to a Council of 
the Gods, where Jupiter commanded 
him ro carry the war,into. /raly, and 
that one of, that Aﬀembly ſhould 
march in_ the head of his Army, 
and JANIng Negan bis March uader 
the Condact of him, who was ap- 


pointed ;to be his guide, the guide 
Ogg 20 £0 look behind him, but 
ke could not prevail ſo far with him- 
Ell, being tranſported with a de- 
re ro know what that was, which 
came behind him, where he ſaw a 
great and. terrible beaſt all com- 
paſs d with Serpents, . which did 
eee ac” 


od 
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wind themſelves about -* it; © and 
where ere it paſs'd, ir tart d all up+ 
fide down, honſes and trees, and 
fhenbs, and- generally all that ever 
vane in its way : being aſtoniſh'd "at 
the fight, he' demanded: of the god 
that- conduaed him, ' what Kit 
Monſter - fignify'd, whereupon 'he 
rold bim that was the roite and dez 
ſolation vf rrdly, bar as for the = 
that -he outs: not | tronble 'him 
ſe}f with what ſhould come: after 
but march on WHOSE 7 4 
time. 

\This laſt dream did. ceirainly ro- 
coed! from ſome evil Angel, G's 
ob6done would never have Tent i mto 
his imagination-the' Het of k Conn- 

cil of falſe” $665.” ' 'But a evil one 
r0ade uſe of the! Images of *the falfe 
Deities, whieh their Srarues, had lef 
in the 'Mettlory of this E ithen' Ge* 
nets}, and joynd other t ings necel- 
ſary thereunto for the p TR & conſti 
cution of the dream. for what 
was foretold'6f the defolation ' of 
tabs if © waveatie for an wvil Anget 
co 
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to Divine,viz. That, if this ,C4rthe: 
oinian Captain did follow the Coun. 
{el given. him, and; enter into, 1:a/y | 
with a Splendid and, ViRtorious/Ar- | 
my, that,he would there make-very | 
great Deſglations. , And if the eyent 
was anſ{werable and exceeded even 
what the Devil was; able to conje- 
&ure, it therefore ſo happen'd, 'be- 
cauſe God thad ſo ordain'd it in-the 
Counſel of his Providence, The firſt 
of theſe..Examples, as/it is' recited 

y Ci-:70,,] May berefer'd to good or. 

ad Angels, (1.) To bad ones, as 
they had a great Empire, among the 
Heathens.,. and having.had a great 
part in the deſign of; him who, com- 
mitted the Murther,..they then; by 


"= A 


the diſcoyery.drew two Signal) Ad- 
yantages::the one, that after they 
bad caus'd an, innocent; man. to; be 
Nain, they then caus'd allo the guil- 
ry to die, this being a reat pleaſure 
to.the enemy of mankind, whoſe 
deſtryction, he delights inz; and if; he 
were permmuted, he would unpeople 
the whole earth, - The other, that 
s © | hereby 
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hereby. they gave ſome Credit. and: 
Authority to Dreams of this nature, 
which paſhng for Extraordinary and. 
Divine , did further; confirm: ſome 
men in the reſpe@, they, bare-thoſe 
Deities, to' which they. were attri- 


2. It may alſo be atcributed;; x0: 

ood ones, for as much. as, although, 
God hath left the Heathen !Na-; 
tions in.a great meaſure: 80 walk-in 
their own ways,.yet notwithſtand-. 
ing, he has. not caſt off all care .of- 
them .in reſpet of .his Univerſal 
Providence, of which the Angels 
are his Inſftruments,' and the Execu-, 
tors of his Will and Pleaſure. ; And 
although for good reaſons he might: 
ſuffer the: poor A47cadien to be f{laing 
it was yet an effe& of ' his Provie. 
dence to puniſh the Murtherer : for, 
this is one great means, by. which. 


| he preſerves Humane .Socieries, for. 


the ſabliſtence whereof God always. 


takes a paiticular care, As for theSe- 


cond,l ſhogld withque any great dif-, 
ficulty attribute it to a good Angel, 
" Mo who 
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who would thus teſtifie, that chough 
they be inviſible, yet they do not 
only converſe here below with men, 
but alſo that they have a kindneſs 
for great Perſons, who are lovers 
of Learning and Vertne for to im- 
pute this Dream to meer chance, I # 
think it can no more reaſonably be 
done, then to- thoſe natural cauſes, ® 
of which I ſpoke before. The Au- 
thor of Peireſe his life, has indeed 
reaſon to ſay, that confidering all 
the parts of that Story ſeparately, 
there is not any one fingly thar 
feems to be very wonderful. The City 
of Niſmes, ſaith he, might come 
into the Imagination of this great 
man , as he ſlept, ſeeing he' had a 
Deſign to go thither, and was al- 
moſt arriv'd ar it : he might alſo 
dream of Falins Caeſar's Medal, be- 
1ng very curious of thoſe Antiqui- 
ries z Although the Medals of | 
that kind were very rare, yet it was || 
no ſtrange thing to meet with- one { 
there, ſeeing that wifmes was a City 
which had been very much fre- 
quented 
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_ >» + Divine Dredms. 43 
quented by the Romans. It was more 
probable ro find one in the hands of 


2 Goldſmith, then elſewhere, fot 


they into whole hands ſuch pieces 
of Antiquity do ſometimes come, 
do often delire rather Currant Mo- 
ney, and find better opportunities 
of putting them off ar Goldſmiths, 
then elſewhere. .It might | eafily 
come to paſs, both that ''FFireſc 
ſhould --dream that he: bought ir for 
ſo reaſonable a price, -and that a 
Goldſmith hould 'be content with 
four Crowns fot a piece, which'thoſe 
that are curious wonld without ahy 
difficulty buy at a far greateerrate. 
Bur that ſo many circumſtances 
ſhould meet together in one andthe 
ſame Dream, -and'that they ſhould 
all exaRly anſwer the particalati- 
ties of theevent, is that which fat 
ſurpaſſes bbth the accidental:hits of 
meer -chahce, and all natural' cad- 
fes, ſo-that we muſt neceſſari- 
ly attribute it to ſome intelljsent 
cauſes: - |: - | yt; TS 
And evety one -tmay fee: that this 
D z 15 
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-iS no ways above the power of An- 
gels g they then certainly knowing 
that at Neſmes, in the hands of a | 
Goldſmith, there was a Falias Ceſar, 
which they had' ſeen and heard va- |} 
lued at four Crowns, they might 
hereupon go and make this impreih- 
on: inthe Imagination of this great 
Perſon. However] do not ſee in this 
Dream any the leaſt Character, 
-which doth. neceſſarily oblige us to 
refer it tro .evil Angels: 'no more 
then ( briefly co mention it) that of 
Calparnia, the wife of Ceſar, who the 
night immediately before :the death 
of her husband, :dream'd that ſhe 
ſaw one run him through with a 
Sword in the -Senate: 'though the 
xeJation which ſhe made, and the 
prayers by which the :endeayour'd 
10; divert him from the*Senate that 
gay, prov'd all ineffeftual: but good 
Angels may give us good advertiſe» 
ments., though we dot nor follow 
their 'advice, and this is ateſtimony 
of the care they have for the conſer- 
.yation of the life of 'Princes ; as 
+ -Q the 
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the neglect thereof-is.a proof of the 
jmprudence. gf thoſe who are con- 
cern'd therein. -It is not related to 
us in Scripture, what was the dreary 
of Pilate's wife,when ſhe (ent to pray 
him not. to have any thing to doin 
the death of our Lord Chriſt : how- 
ever it was, it ſeems to have come 
from the impreſſion-of'a good An- 
gel, though Pilate did not ſubmit 
thereunto: However it was ſuffici- 
ent for the Angel in this caſe, to 
have caus'd his wife thus to give te- 
ſtimony to the Innocence of our Sa- 
viour z However, I ſay, it was 
( for I would not make it an Article 
of Faith ) and every one here may 
uſe the liberty of his own. judg- 
ment; perhaps this was done to di- 
ſtinguiſh betwixt thoſe Dreams 
which Angels cauſe in our Tmagina- 
tions by the expreſs Command of 
God, and thoſe which proceed from 
their operation by bare permiſſion : 
thoſe ought to be morg powerful. 
and efficacious, for as mich as they 


are intended for the execution of 
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ſome Deſign, which God{hath pur- 
poſed with himſelf, end therefore 
*tis neceſſary that he ſo far di- 
ſpoſe- the underſtanding of thoſe, 
whom theſe viſions ' concern, 
that they defer ſo munch to 
them, as is neceſlary to bring a- 
bout the Deſign; bur theſe co- 
ming only from the gqod Inclina- 
- tions of Angels, which - God ſuffers 
them to fallow and to diſcover on Ka 
ſach and ſuch occaſions, itis of no 
great importance, though they do 
not produce the effet, which their 
Authors defign'd', 'and it is ſuffici- 
ent” ſarisfaRion to them, thar they 
have ſhown . that good will, which 
they have for men, and eſpecially 
for thoſe who are eminetit in vertue 
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S for Divine Dreams, they are 

alſo of two ſorts, the one con- 
tains future things under Anigma- 
tical and Myſterious Repreſentati- 
ons, the other are much more plain 
and naked; there are very .remark- 
able Examples of the firſt fort. in the 
Hiſtory of Foſeph, as well in thoſe, 
which concern'd himſelf, ro foretel 
his own grandeur, :a$-in thoſe of 
Pharach, to forewarn. him of the ſe- 
ven years of plenty, and ſeven 
others of dearth 77 noir? 
The Image of Nabuchodonoſoy is: yet 
more remarkable, as the. ſtone .car 
without hands, which from ſmall 
beginnings came to be a great 
mountain and fill'd all the World ; 
There 'are Examples of the other - 
kind in the Hiſtory of che bicth of 


our Saviour; as well thoſe which 
D 4 were 
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were ſcat. to the wiſe men, to wayn 
them toreturn ſome other way, then 
where Herod did expe them, as in 
thoſe by which Foſeph was command- 
ed tocairy Chriſt into Egypr, and to 
bring him back again in due time. As 
for Facob's viſion which was convey'd 
tohim in a Dream, when he went 
into Paden- Aram, it was Compound- 
ed of: both the ſorts, for the Ladder 
upon Which the Angels did' aſcend 
2nd deſcend, had without doubr a 
myſterious frgnification, which re. 
Jared to Chriſt, but the 'words 
which 'he heard, ' contain'd the 
promiſes, plain- 'and intelligible, 
which were-not- wrap'd up in the. 
vail of- dark- and} myſterious repre- 
ſentations. Now concernins'theſe 
and all other” Divine Dreams in 
general, we may.make theſe three 


*.- 


Enquiries: 


T. Why God hath ſometimes reveald 
 himfelf 'in Dreams to' his * Ser- 
- WRIST x ; F, £1 


2. How 
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2. How they conld certainly kniw, 
that thoſe Dreams had God for their 

' Author, and that they were ot vain 
deluſions Re 37 Np 


Je Whether this way of Revelation by 
Dreams, be yet prattisd, and whe- 
ther God doth ſtill make uſe of it 

wader the Diſpenſation of the Go- 


ſpel. 


As for the firſt of theſe queſtions; 

the Apoſtle tells us, That God at di- 
vers times, and in ſundry manners 
ſpoke of old to the fathers by the Pro- 

E phets, but hath now in theſe laſt days 
3 ſpoke unto 18 by bu Son ; where he op- 
|& poles the diſpenſation of the Son to 
the former of Law, in three, things,” 

1. That God formerly ſpoke'tothe 
Fathers by the Prophets, but hath 
now ſpoke to us by his Son, - | 

2. This he did at divers. times, 

that is, he reveal'd the knowledge 

of himſelf by degrees, and as 4t 
were by parcels, adding /one- light 

= ro 
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42. A Diſcourſe concerning 
to another ſucceſſively, whereas 
he has now reveal'd to us all at once 
ſo much of his truth, as he defign'd 
us to know even to the end of the 
world, | | 

2. He now only reveals himſelf 
in one way, viz. By the preaching 
of the Goſpel, whereas then he did 
it in divers manners. ; 

| And theſe divers manners .may 
refer to thoſe ſeveral kinds of fa- 
culties, which, as I (ajd before, we 
make uſe of for the getting and pre- 
ſerving of knowledge, viz. The Ex- 
ternal Senſes, the 1nternal, and the 
Underſtanding. 
As for the External, God makes 
little uſe of three of them for this 
end, viz. Touching, Smelling and 
Taſting , bur doth frequently em- 
ploy the other two : for he hath 
been preſented viſibly to our eyes, 
as well in humane app earance; asto 
Abraham and Manoe and to ſome 
others, as in other ſhapes, as to XMo- 
ſes in the burning Buſh: And as for | 
hearing, he hath ofcen caus'd voices 


co 
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Divine Dreams, © 4? 
to be heard from heaven, as by 
Abraham, and alſo by Moſes, in the 
Buſh, and in many other inſtances, 
As for the Internal Senſes, he em- 
ploys them both waking and ſleep- 
10g, 

s Waking, by Extafies which 
he hath ſometimes ſent to his: Ser- 
vants: for then he acted in ſuch 
manner upon their Imagination by 
that Power and Vertue which he 
there difplay'd, and made ſo great 
and ſo powerful an abſtration of 
their ſouls from their External Sen- 
ſes, that cheir fundtions did altoge- 
ther ceaſe, though. they were not 
then aſleep: and yer in the mean 
time he Imprinted in their phanſie 
the Images 'of Extraordinary and 
Admirable things, and made them 
inwardly to' underſtand the voice, 
which gave them, either Tome In- 
ſtruction or Command :: 

We ſee a famous Example hereof 
in 9, Peter, when he ſaw the ſheet 
deſcending from heaven, and hear@ 
the voice, Xill and ear, for he —_ 
HT then 


44 A Diſcourſe concerning 
then in an Extaſte or Trance, and 
the things which S. Joby relates to 
us in his Revelation, were thus con- 
vey'd to him. Ly 
'2+ In ſleep, by dreams, ſuch as I 
have already mention'd, and others 
of the like nature, and thereis little 
difference betwixt Extaſijes and 
Dreams, only that, though in both 
there was a Ceflation of the Fun- 
ctions of the bodily ſenſes, yet 1 
an Extaſie, it was not altogether ſo 
entire and abſolute, as in ſleep, nor 
did it proceed from the {ame cauſe ; 
for in ſleep this ceflation proceeded 
from natural cauſes, from whence it 
uſually comes; but in an Extalte, it 
was caus'd by the extraordinary 
and miraculous power of the Spirit 
of God, which drew away the Souls 
of his Servants from the Organs of 
their Exgernal Senſes, and hinder'd 
it from diſplaying its power and ef- 
ficacy. | 


K 


_ As to the underſtanding, the Spi- 
rjit of God in this caſe ated in 
thele two ways upon it. | 

| | r, That 


Divine Dreams.” 5 
1. Thar, whereas ordinarily the 
knowledge which we have in the 
underſtanding, enters by the Mini- 
ſtery of the ſenſes, which conveys 
the Images of ſenſible things, and 
by theſe ſenſible objes furniſhes us 
with the occaſions of ratiocination ; 
yet here God did immediately im- 
print in the ſpirit of his Prophets 
the underſtanding of thoſe things, 
which he would reveal to them, 
thus making them to underſtand 
without the help of ratiocination : 
and he reveal'd' many things thus 
to Moſes and others. 

2, That whereas we are not or- 
dinarily indac'd. to grear aQtions, 
bur afrer an'attentive cofffuitarion 
upon the end, which we propound 
to our ſelves, upon the motives that 
induce us, and upon the means by 
which we may attain them, God did 
ſometimes inſpire his ſervants with 
miraculous and heroick motions, by 
which they were carried ro extra- 
ordinary things 'withour ſuch a deli- 
beration,” ogly, becauſe they were 
2% 1n- 
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inwardly ſenſible ro. themſelyes, 
that it was God that thus excited 
them. ſuch was that of Ehad when 
he kill'd Egon, King of Moab, ſuch 
was that of Phineas when he ſlew the 
Iſraelite and the Madjanite at one 
blow , ſuch that of David when he 
reſolv'd to fight Goliah with a fling, 
and if there were apy other ways; 
which God ſometimes made uſe of | 
ro reveal himſelf by, under the le- 
gal diſpenſation, as the voice that 
was heard in the Tabetnacle, and 
the lights of Urim and Thummim, 


they may be referr'd, ſome way go 


that 'which I now come briefly. to 
ſpeak unto, and my'defign doth not 
oblige me to enlarge my diſcourſe 
further upon this matter. 

I ſhall only ſhew in general, why 
God made uſe of all theſe divers 
ways, and particularly, why this of 
dreams, For the firſt, we muft 
know, that the Church, as S. Paul 
tells us, was then in, its infancy, 
and there: is a great deal of differ- 
ence betwixt the 'way whereby we 

* inſtru&> 
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inſtru& Infants, and thar by which 
we teach Arts and Sciences, to thoſe . 
who are of riper years; To theſe 
we only make uſe of words, or if 
there be occafion, to make Demon- 
ſtrations to the eye, we only make 
them in lines and Mathematical Fi- 
gures, or at the moſt content our 
ſelves to propoſe to view the. ob- 
jets and the experiments. of ſenfi- 
ble things, as thoſe of the Yacuam or 
the Loadflone; and all this doth only 
_ give occaſion to the nnderſtanding, 
ro form its own reaſonings;z but as 
for Infants, for as much as their fa- 
culty of reaſon is yet weak and im- 
perfet, we make uſe of Medals, Em- 
blems, Repreſentations, Hierogly- 
phicks and other ſuch like Arrtift- 
ces, ſo that we have of late years 
ſeen painted Chards, full of Emble- 
marical Figures, whereby to im- 
print the Rules of Logick in the 
minds of the younger ſort by play, 
and the reaſon hereof is, that be- 
fides that meti have no need of thoſe 
helps ro make them underſtand rhefe 
es | Sciences, 


48 A Diſcourſe concerning 
Sciences, the Maxims and Theo- 
rems whereof they eaſily conceive 
at their firſt propoſal, they alſo 
have no '\need of thoſe: alluremeats 
to invite them to learn, for as much 
as the beanty of the things them- 
ſelves is a ſufficient invitation here- 
unto: whereas children have both 
need to be raught for Example, by 
the Figure of an Ox, what is meant 
by a Real or Subſtantial Being, as we 
ſee in ſome Philoſophical tables, as 
alſo they muſt be entic'd by theſe | 
pretty devices, for the difficulty: of 
the things would diſcourage them,if "7 
we went about otherwile to inſtruct. 
them. | | 
The Jewiſh Church being then in 
this condition of Infancy, theſe 
divers wayS, Which God made 
uſe of to inſtru it by, have con: 
tributed ſomething to the eaſier un- 
derſtanding of that which he. de- 
ſign'd it ſhould know, and had more 
power to prevail upon their minds, 
by affording matrer of admiration: 
by rare and miraculous events, then 
| i 
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if the things had-been :deliver'd 
more.plain.and naked; + 

_ .. I ſay-expreſly, that; which: God 
deſign'd they ſhould knows becauſe 
ſometimes.the ſame things have been 
made_-uſe of for different-purpoſess 
For the ,Inſtitution,.of; Types, Sym- 
bolical Repreſentatibns oof things:to 
come and- thoſe Admirable Prophe- 
tical vifions have .been often made 
uſe of, as @ veil tq cover and-hbinder - 
the underſtanding of | thoſe things 
which onghe not otherwiſe to be. in- 
terpreted,. then by:the eventss;-; - .. 
” . 2. For the Second,: | fince it plea- 
| ſed God to make uſe of all theſe 
means to reveal. himſelf to, the Pro- 
phets, and by them to others.alfo, 
there. is no. reaſon-why he ſhould 
| have'excluded-that of:dreams:: and 
- |} indeed. there is yet this farther tea 
-., & ſon in; particular: for them above 
& others, that. althongh there: is 2 
great. deal of . vanity inc ordariary' 
dreams, and that boſe which: pro- 
ceed from, Angels; have” very-ofreit 
inuch [of uncerca Wn iy od Gnbges; 
| | I 
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TS A Diſcourſe Concernmg 
ty, and that ſome Philoſophers, as 
Ariſtotle among others, did ſuppoſe 
that there ought to be no fegard had 
to that way of Divination, yet it 
hath always been almoſt cheuniver- 
ſal opinion of all Nations, that the 
Divmity did principally Communi- 
cate it ſelf to Men by Dreatns, Ho- 
er hath attributed ſome to his Tu- 
pitey © | The Stocks held that there = 
were fome alrogether Divite : Plaro | 
ſaid the ſame in ſome reſpects, and 
generally in the Eaftera Nations, 
this opitvion had a very great' repu- 
tation : So that it was prificipally 
in thoſe Nations that they have re- 
dnc'd - the vintetpretation of Ureatis 
intozn Arr, and have laid down 
Rules' concerning /it; and in6\w- be- 
caafe rhe people of 7/a6/ were alſo 
of the ſame 'opitvion, Got'therefore 
choſe to fend them ſuch\Jreams, as 
were truly Divine ; this firmly ro 
fix them totheſs, and to divert them 
from thar 'vanicy, ' to which other 
Nations ſuffer'd  thetnſelves- to be 
cantied by thoſs others; any _y 
Y _ ther 
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Divine Dreams: 5 
ther *cis true, that the moſt natural 
way of conveying  the' knowledge 
of any thing whatever, even of the- 
Deiry it ſelf; to men, is either by 
the preſentation of ſome viſible 
things, which furniſh them with the 
tneans, arid occaſions of reaſoning; 
and thus to riſe from the confidera- 
tion of rhe effe to the underftand- 
ing the nature of the Cauſe, as is 
done iti the diſpetiſation of nature;or 
by way of ſpeech,and to make known 
truths to them by vocal ifſtrudtion, 
as undet the diſpenſation of the Go- 
ſpel; thus S:Paut joyns theſe two 
dir penfations together , when he 
ſays, rbas finte in the wiſtdoms of God, 
the world by wijdom knew mot God, it 
pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of preach- 
ive to ſave thoſe that believe : But to be 
thus inftrufted, there ' is need of 
more clearneſs and ftrength :of un- 
destanding then we ordinarily have 
in our Iafancy, ſo that the Church 
being then in that eftate, ir ought to 
be imffruded ſome other way: Now 
among all the ways and merbods 


4 


E 2 made 


» fore God himſelf declarino 


52 A Diſcourſe concerning 
made uſe of for this purpoſe, there 
was none more proper nor futable, 
chen that of dreams; for as ' Platy 
ſaith, when a man, whoſe ſtomack 
15 fall of wine and victuals, comes to 
{leep, *tis certain that ſuch an one 
1s very unfit to receive the commu- 
nication of the Deity, and the vi- 
ſions fram'd in ſuch an ones fanſy - 
would be very obſcure, confus'd and 
turbulent. 

But when an honeſt man, one who 
is ſober: and temperate, when ſuch i 
an one:dreams, and that after a per- 
fe& concoction of his meat, there 
now.-riſes no more vapours to his 
heaq,, bur is in-a profound fleep, his 
humours calm and ſedate, his imagi- 
nation ſtill and clear, as the ſmooth 
ſurface of a mirrour or looking- 
glaſs, being then ſequeftred from all 
the things of this preſent life and 
the commerce of ſenſe, he is thus a 
very proper ſubje& to receive the 
impreſſion of Divine things, there- 

o the way 
by which he would reveal —_ 
<f-2 + e 


+» Divme Dreams. 
ſelf amongſt the Prophets, which he 
rais'd to his people /ſrae/, he ſaid, 
that he would do it by viſions and 


dreams. 
CHAP 1 


The Charatters by which theys mig ht 
know that thoſe Dreams were truly 
Divine, and not vain Delufins. 


Efore I come to decide the ſe- 
cond queſtion, I muſt briefly 
premiſe this, that when I did di-. 
ſtinguiſh dreams into three kinds, 
and plac'd choſe that proceed-from 
the operation of Angels in the ſe- 
cond, and Divine Dreams in the 
third rank, I underſtood the diſtin- 
ion thus; among thoſe that pro» 
ceed from the operation of Angels 
there may alſo be 'found Diwan 
ones, in as much as God\doth not 
only permit, but alſo may command: | 
the impreſſion of them : bur:thofe, Þ 

call Angelical Dreams, are meerly- 
E 2 ſuch 


& bb Tanks \. DG 4» OE FE "ROS 3% © = fe 2 : , : 7 
*: p 1 *, WIS - a Pape 25A : Fe Soni dl Os £ 
TIRE EY TC I II WS OO ne OED 23. Ne we tees 8 WIE » 57 TAO ONE. Ret JED Sra ph _ > 5k 
4 ors, ar Wer NR ae CN TS Se RK TOO Jens pon 24 EN bs Ra Sd $ 
©; + SE. w- CSR F- es 5 a "1 <0 PE PET EWOIy > _ ey 4 * SY + TRE I "I OA 
: Fo DEE. "# X 197 : LINE. 5 8% Ts i NG be Rn NOR 
S ts $8 : ”* s a Wo 56p TITS IL-1. EIS 
» ; X £ 'd & $24 Bang 
” *F 14 


»%. 
hn, 
” 3 
By b 7, 
Y v: 
; . hk, 
” % L 
1 ws 
o S 
Z 
bo 
- 
L 
. > 


54 A Diſcourſe concerning 
fuch as thoſe, which 1 have given 
Examples of, in as much as neither 
the formation of the images of 
which they conſiſt, doth exceed 
their power, nor is the knowledge 
of the thing, which theſe Images 
repreſent, above their natural in- 
telligence, nor above the quickneſs 
of their conjetures and divina«+ 
tion; for - their Spiritual Nature, 
their long experience of things, the 
knowledge they have of the ſeerets 
of nature and of the inclinations 
of men, with-divers other afliſtan- 
ces, which we have not, do enable 
them to reach much further , then 
we can, into the knowledge of future 
mms | EF 
Among thoſe I call'd Divine 
Dreams, . there are alſo ſome which 
conſiſt of certain Images, the for- 
nation whereof is not above the 
power of Angels, and yet I call 
them- Divine,” becauſe thar, whe- 
ther it was God that employ'd theſe 
Angels to convey them, or whether 
_ they were immediately 'caus'd by 


himſelf , - nevertheleſs the rthipgs 
fignify'd by them did fo far, exceed 
the natural ability of an 'Apgels 
underſtanding, that it was abſplutee 
ly impoſſiple they ſhould ever atr 
tain to the knowledge of them, bug 
by @ particular Revelation z for 
though their knowledge, if com- 
par'd with ours, be much greater, 
and thejr fore-fight of _ things 
reaches much furcher, yer jt is limyy 
red, and that (o, that they neither fee 
things to come either long before, gf 
with any great Certaigty. +»: + 

Thoſe then may be reppted t9 
come frem God , which by. whas 
meſſenger ſoever they be conyey'd, 
yet contain ſuch things, as God goly 
3s able ro know and ta reveal. C 

To return then to my pwpAe, we 
may boldly affixm, both - gb4t 7hoſe 
dreams had ſome marks by which, they 
might be knewn to be Diogne, and #iſe> 
that it was weceſſery, that rhiy [Þ 
bave ſp; although yve dy not pow! car- 
tdinly kngw , wherein theſe marks 4i 
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56 A Diſcourſe concerning 
* Firſt, that they had ſuch, for all 
thoſe other- ways; by: which God is 
reveard to meng/ of which we' have 
fpoken before, have been diſtinguiſh- 
ed, each by it's particular'mark and 
charaQter, ' by which it might be 
diſcern'd ' from 'all' other - things, 
where'the reſemblance' or ſimilitude 
they bare to each other,” might 
cauſe any doubt, whether theſe 
might-come 'from- God or no. The 
voice' which Ubrabam ' heard had 
ſomething in it, whereby 'to diftin: 
euiſh it from ether voices, | which 
might be made' by the miniſtery of 
evil' Angels,” and eſpecially that 
where God'commanded him to ſa: 
crifice his Sons This command'being 
ſo contrary-to his natural affections, 
and having the ' appearance of a 
*barbarons and unparallel'd cruelty, 
How "ſhould © this 'holy man be 
perſwaded to execute it, if he had 
not had ſome "mark, to know God 
to berth& Author of it : and that ſo 
*certain; that it could not be impu- 
red to -any other cauſe, Azſes' his 
ef , 6 " > x vidion 
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viſion 1n the buſh, to perſwade him 
to undertake the deliverance of 
/ſrael out of Egypt, and his Intro- 
ducion of it into the Land of Ca- 
24an, ought likewiſe to* have ſome 
ſuch fignal character upon it; for, 
| how could he reſolve upon fo great 
an enterpriſe, accompanied with ſo 
great difficulties, if he had nor been 
well perſwaded, that it was God, 
who promis'd that he ſhould over- 
come them all > S. Peter's viſion 
could not be leſs remarkable; which 
prevaild with him, ro begin the 
preaching of the Goſpel 'among the 
Gentiles, being 4 thing which the 
Jews had a great averſion againſt. 
The impreſſion of thoſe things in' 
the underſtandings of Moſes, of 
David, and Solomon, and divers 
others, ought allo to have ſome 
ſigns, by which they might be ac- 
knowledged for Divine truths, 
otherwiſe theſe great Perſons would 
never have related them with ſo 
great confidence to others, and as 


to themſelves, could never have're- 
ng ceiv'd 
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ceiv'd fo great ſatisfaQtion therein, 
Laſtly, Thoſe Heroick tranfpoyta- 
tions of Ehud and Phineas to thoſe 
aQions related in Scripture, ought 
to be very diſtin, clear and evi- 
dent, otherwiſe they would not 
have ſuffer'd themſelves to be car- 
ry'd to thoſe ations, which had 
been truly puniſhable, and even in 
ſome ſort horrible both before God 
man, if they had not proceeded 
from a Divine command, Dreams i 
then without doubt have likewiſe 
had their certain marks, whereby 
to diſtinguiſh them from the Nocur- | 
nal illufions that proceed either 
from the impreſſion of evil Angels, 
or from natural cauſes, as I intima- 
ted before. 

©2z. And it 1s alſo neceſſary that 
they ſhould have ſuch marks, for 
the ſame reaſons which I alledged 
before upon former occaſions : For 
when God commanded Foſeph in a 
dream co Carry Feſus 1nto Egypt 
Such thoughts as theſe might have 
come into his mind, This drean 


perhaps | 
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Divme Dreams, 
perhaps may be only @ vein imegine- 
tion, and « meer phantaſm of my ows 
brain, which hath mo foundation of trath 
in it : Perhaps the preat folicttude 
am always in for the preſervation of this 
miraculous Infant, hath ſent into my 
foul this 1dea or opinion, that they mow 
ſeek hu life, though perhaps they ne- 
wer Fa much as think of any ſuch thing * 
Perhaps it #s ſome evil ſpirit which ot- 
ther takes pleaſure to give me needleſs 
fears, or would incite me to remove this 
infant from hence, that ſo upon the 
way be might more eafily lay and exes 
eute his treacherons defians ; in a word, 
divers ſuch like things might come 
to his thoughts, and cauſe a great 
uncertainty of reſolution, what he 
had beſt tro do npon the command. 
And nevertheleſs it appears by the 
hiſtory,that he did not ar all heſficate 
ppon it, which ſhews that he had a 
powerful perſwaſton of the cruth of 
the dream, Now though we cannot 
at preſent certainly know, wherein 
this full perſwaſion did conſift, and 
upon what it did depend, yet _ 
Te Cs with- 


Para © 35 p 
b 4-5-5 =Y ond 
>, , > x x 
: 7 F035. 00 
Be = *{8Þ 
a” $39 OE ies 
2 I 
7 
ES HS 
AR 


60 _ A Diſcourſe concerning 
withſtanding we ought not at all to 
queſtion,. bur that this and the like 
perſwafſions were founded on ſome- 
thing that was both in it ſelf ſuffici- 
ent, and to them a ſufficiently-evi- | 
dent ground of their aſlent, 

- But we muſt enquire what that 
was, and this is the proper ſubjet 
of this Meditation ; fince there are 
but three ſorts of dreams, thoſe. 
which are produc'd by natural cau- 
ſes, thoſe which proceed from the 
operation of Angels, and thoſe, 


which I call Divine. The readieſt b 


way to come to the knowledge of i 
the truth in this caſe, will be to 
ſhew that theſe can neither belong 
to the firſt nor the ſecond rank, and 
thence it will neceſſarily follow, 
that they muſt belong to the third. 
As for nataral dreams, I ſuppoſe, 
that 'tis eaſie to diſtinguiſh thoſe 
from ſuch as proceed from a Divine 
impreſſion: theſe natural dreams, T 
ſaid, were of four ſorts : the firſt. 
depenus upon the temperament and 
- conſtitution of the body, others ac-. 

$7-4þ knows 


meer motion of the J7dea's of the 
brain by the natural heat in the time 
of ſleep ; the others come from a 
very attentive application of our 
minds to ſome things when we were 
awake , and the laſt from the paſhons 
of the ſenſitive ſoul, which is, as it 
were, awaken'd andg acts: more vi- 


gorouſly during the repoſe' of our 


ſenſes. Bur now, for Example, to 
which of theſe cauſes can we' refer 
the dreams of - Foſeph 'or Phayaoh © 


W hat mark do they bear of the tem-. 
perament of their bodies, or the con-. 


ſtiturion of. their. humors> What 
1dea's of things could remain in 
their memory, which could be able 
ſo regularly to proportion thele 
dreams, as to ſee in the one,''the 
number of the ſheaves, and of” the 
Stars, the Sun! and the Moon, aad 
their -proſtrations before him; in the 
other, the number of the Ears' of 
Corn, both the empty and' the full 
ones, of -the * Kine, the fat and the 
lean ones, and-their aRion in de- 
vouring 


Divine Dreams. G61 
knowledge no'other cauſe, then the 


42. 
Y- 


62 A Difcowrſe concerning 
vouring one another 2 WV hat ſo great 
attention of mind could be upon any 
worldly care or employment as to. 
cauſe any ſuch repreſentations in 
their f{leep « What: paſhon could 
move either their concupiſcible or 
their iraſcible appetite, as thereby 
to form ſuch phantaſms > And ſutr- 
ther, the dreams that come from 
any of theſe cauſes arealways irre- 
ular and cothpoſed of parts not con- 
at with one another, ſothar no- 
thing is commonly more phantaſtick 
and extravagatit then they : but 
thoſe of Fojeph and Pharaoh and the 
Image of Nabachodonoſor, and if there 
be any other of the ſame nature 
mentioned in Scripture, they are ſo 
admirably well compoſed, thar they 
ſeem to be the zeſulr-of a very intel- 
ligent Canſe, The dreams whach 
proceed from fiatural cauſes are ob- 
icure and always preſented to ont 
minds with a great deal of confuſion, 
ſorhac we obſerve nothing (diſtin 
in them, or if one part have fome- 
thing of clearneſs and perſpicuity 
- 
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Divine Dreams. 63 
in it, the others are commonly per- 
plex'd and intricate, Whereas 
thoſe dreams related in Scripture, 
are not only clear, bur full of light, 
whether we conſider them in the 
whole, or in their parts; natural 
dreams do make ſo little impreſſion 
upon our Spirits, that for the moſt 
part, we do not remember them 
when we are awake; whereas the 
Divine are firmly fix'd in our me- 
mory : for as for what is reported 
of Naebuchodonoſor, that he had for- 
oot his dream, and thar he ſtood in 
need of Damel, to recal it again into 
his mmd, this happen'd by the par- 
ticalar diſpenſation of the Divine 
Power and Providence which te- 
| moy'd out: of his mind the Jdes's of 
, & his viſion, thereby ro render the 

| wiſdom of Danze} more tretnarkable: 
& beſides rhis Prince very well rethem- 
| bred that he had dreat'd, and the 
# perplexity which his dream caugd 
; W 10 him, the p—_ defice be had. 

| to recal it, the manner of bis beha» 
| vionr co the Soorh-ſayers and: $a 
Lo - 


64 A Diſcourſe concernins 
the reſt which paſs'd upon this occa- 

ſion, fully ſhew'd that this viſion 
did very nearly concern him,and thai iſ 
alſo in his dream he had obſerv'd 
ſomething that was ſingular and.ex- 
traordinary init: ifyzn che morning 
we. remember our natural dreams, 
yet we diſregard them and count 
them but _ meer trifles; whereas 
thoſe to whom God ſent thoſe Di- 
vine Dreams, did not only diſtina- 
ly remember them, . but had them, 
ſtill firmly. repreſented to them | 
when they were awake, and -: did ” 
look upon them as Divine adver- j# 
tiſements, and were very ſolicitous 
abour..the - interpretation, or. the, 
event of them. When dreams pro- 
ceeding, from natural / cauſes have 
made any impreſſion upon our Spi- 
rits, ſo that they hold us in ſome. 
ſuſpenſe in the morning,: as it ſome- Þ 
times happens ,. we commonly dg 
theſe two things: Firſt, We make, 
an attentive reflexion thereu oNn,: 
and. carefully examine and conſider. 
them in all their circumſtances, and: 
Ty at 
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-- Divme Dreams, 65 
at laſt find them ro be meer vanities, 
and produc'd by ſome of thoſe na- 
tural cauſes before mention'd, and 
ſo we free our ſelves from that dif- 
quietneſs they had before caus'd in 
us. Secondly, If we cannot thus 
wholly free our ſelves, then wecom- 
pare them with thoſe true and real 
operations, which'onr ſenfes* pro- 
duce in us waking, and by thus 
comparing them , all thoſe impreſ- 
fions which theſe dreams had made 
,opon our ſpirits, do-altogether va- 
© niſh, For-it is here | almoſt as in 
the compariſon of things repreſent- 
ed upon a Theatre, with thoſe that 
are really done. Whilſt we ſee'z 
Tragedy acted, we feel a concern- 
ment and: paſſion in us, ſometimes 
even to the effuſion of tears. But 
this only touches, as it were, 'the 
ſurface of. the ſoul, and is not of 
any long continuance', or if 'this 
emotion of the mind: do continue 
longer, yet it is as good as nothing 
in _reſpe&' of that which the” real 
view of theſe. ations: and paſſions, 
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and murthers aQually committed ig 


even. thoſe of ſenſe were leſs rue | 
agg-real, then they ; theſe Divine 7 
Dreams, I ſay, made: More firong |* 
and frm.imprefion upon the Spirits 
of.thoſe that receiv'd-them', and 


Wy. Were More fully perſwaded of 


their Divinity, then we dre-of 'the 
reality of the operation.ofour ſen- 


fcs, when waking they exerciſe 
themfelves upon: their. reſpective 
objects, and'iit.is no difficult thing to 
give a,reaſon for -it. That which 
cauſes ſenſation, and makes us be- 


Leve the ixuth and. reality: of the WW 


actions 
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Divine Dreams. 67 
aQions of ſenſe, is, that thoſe ſen- 
ſible ſpecies, which affe@ the onc- 
ward ſenſes do allo paſs into the 
Common-ſenſe, which is a faculty 
ſuperior. to them, ſo that it can 
Judge of their aQtions and of the 
things .impriated thereupon, Ic 
can alfo compare the action of one 
fenſe with the operation of another, 
and laying them together confer 
their reſpective properties and qua- 
lities; and the judgment that re- 
ſults from hence, depends as well 
upon the impreflion, which the ob- 
Jje& makes upon the external organ, 
according as it is more or leſs in- 
tenſe, -as upon the nature of the In- 
ternal and Comman-ſenſe, which is 
a corporeal faculty, and that which 
belongs to the ſenſitive part of the 
ſoul, of which Dogs and Horſes 
and other animals do alſo partake. 
As for Divine Dreams, the imprefſ- 
fion was indeed made in the fanſy, 
which is alſo a corporeal faculty, it 
being one of the internal ſenſes $ 
but the xeflexion my che — 
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of God made thereupon, when wa- 


king, was the work of the under- 
\ ſtanding, which is more clear and 


Exact 1n 1tS operations,' and which 17 
the Prophets and thoſe other fhithful 


men, to whom theſe dreams were con- 


 wveya, was further enlightned by the 


Sperit of God, to judge aright of the 
object which it had ſo attentively confi- 


derd, The impreſſion then of theſe 


dreams being more. profoundly im- 


printed upon the phanſy, for as 


much as it came from a ſupernatural 
cauſe, then that which the ſenſtble 
objects make upon our outward ſen- 
ſes; and the faculty, which did 
conſider and: refle>t upon them 
( both as to the whole and the 
parts and the circumſtances that 
attended them ) being more excel- 


lent and more exa@ in its judg- 


LEY 


Coubred, 


ments then tis poſſible for the com- 
mon ſenſe to be, conſequently the 
reſalt thereof ought to be propor. 
tionably more perfe&, and the per- 
ſwaſton of the. divinity ' of theſe 
dreams more certain and more un- 
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As fqr the dreams which proceed 
from the operation of Angels, it 
muſt be acknowledged they are more 
difficulcly diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe 
that are Divine : for they are capa- 
ble of a more regular formation, 
then thoſe that are produc'd by na- 
cural cauſes z they may be more 
ſtrongly imprinted upon the imagi- 
nation, and ſo may be of longer con- 
tinuance, ſo that we may more ea- 
ily remember them, when we do 
awake; in a word, they are of 
oreater force to perſwade us, that 
they proceed from a [Divine prin- 
ciple. For the underſtanding of an. 
Angel doth manifeſtly ſhew it ſelf, 
as well in the methodical placing of 
the parts of the dream, from whence 
it draws its ſymmetry and propor- 
tion, aS in the reſemblance which 
they bear to the things, which they 
are deſigned torepreſent; as we have 
ſeen before in the dream of the Egg 
and the Treaſure, to which we 
might add many others of the like 
ſor; Yet here we muſt call to mind 

LET what 
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Jo A Diſcourſe concerning 
what was before ſaid of this matter, 
that there is a great deal of dif- 
ference betwixt the dreams which 
may have been caus'd by Anvels 
only, for as much as that which 
they contain'd and whereof they did 
conſiſt, was not above either, the 
underſtanditig or the aRivity of 
Angels; and betwixt thoſe of which 
they were only the.Inſtruments ro 
form the Images in the phatiſy of 
Gods ſervants, according to the 
Command, and according to the 
Revelation which he had piven 
them, of his Will: As for the firſt, 
the comparing the aQions of good 
and bad Angels would eafily ſhow 
the difference, and it might more 
eſpecially be made in this double re- 
ſpet: (1.) TheImages that good 
Angels did imprint upon the phanſy, 
did never contain any thing of Ido- 
latry or Pagan ſuperſtition, whereas 
thoſe, which proceeded from evil 
ones, were commonly fall of it: 
for in theſe there was always either 
ſome repreſentation of falſe gods, 
| 8 7 of 


- Divine» Dreams. © >t 
or ſomething which -concern'd/'their 
worſhip, or ſome; other viſion! of 
that fixture, which | denoted the 
author of -rhe dream_to be willing 
to anthorize Idolatry or Super- 
ſition, from which the Inclination 
of good Angels was always very di- 
ſtant, | TERS 

(2.)The dreams caus'd by eyil An: 
pels did always, or at leaſt for' the 
moſt part induce tro fome evil aQi> 
on$, which the good ories never do; 
who as they are free from temptati=. 
on to evil themſelves, ſo do: they 
never teinþr others' to ir. - Thar 
which might render the diſcerning 
berwixt theſe two'tnore doubtful or 
mote difficule, is, that upon- this, 
2$ upen'other occafions, thefe An- 
vels of: darkneſs might transform 
themſelves into Angels of ' light, 
and endeavour to impoſe upon the 
credulity of the:faithfal, by caufing 
theta ro have" ſach ' drezms- which 
ſhould- nor feem* to contain 'any 
thing of that vice, 'we before men+ 
tion'd, and which: ould vend-ro 
' F4 ac1- 


72 A Diſcourſe concerning 
a&tions indifferent in themſelves, 
or ſuch as perhaps might have the 
appearance of good, but yet ſuch 
as they might make uſe of for ſome 
evildefign. And the dream ſent to 
Foſeph, to command him to carry 
Chriſt into Egypr may ſerve for an 
Example ; for, as I] have already 
ſaud,'.Foſeph might perhaps think 
that. this was a meer illuſion of 
the. devil, who deſign'd- hereby 
ro lie in; wait for him to deſtroy 
him- PE 

Here we may lay down theſe ſe- 
veral conſiderations, Firſt, That how 
great a cheat ſoever the Devil is, 
yet | he can never counterfeit ſo 
well, bur ſomething will happen 
whereby he may be diſcovered: hey 
ſay, thatwhen he viſibly appears in 
humane ſhape, what ever- care he 
takes to diſguiſe himſelf, yet there 
is always ſomething in the appari- 
tion, by which he may be known, 
either by the horror of his Claws, 
or-{ſome ſtinking ſmell or ſome ſych 
like' thing which preſently aPPegrs 

LP ang 
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and renders the viſion terrible and 
frightfal. 1 

Whether it be ſo, or no, I know 
not, I will not affirm .it, though it 
be not without ſome appearance of 
reaſon. But as for what concerns 
his ations and the means he makes 
uſe of , whereby to deceive men, 
whether by dreams or by voice, or- 
any other illuſion, neither is his; 
own malice able, nor will the Di-' 
vine Providence ſuffer him ſo per- 
fedtly to reſemble the ations of good 
Angels, but there will be ſome: 
mark by which codiſcern them. And 
what I ſaid before upon occaſion of 
the dream of the Arcadian, is found-: 
ed only upon the relation that Cicers 
makes of ir. 7 

If we had had a perfe& and en- 
tire account thereof, with all its 
circumſtances, one might certainly: 
have found ſomething in it, where- 
by we might eafily have known, 
whether it proceeded from a good 
or bad Angel. Hence I dare boldly 
afficm, that jf the dream ſent to Fo- 
"= 


74 A Diſcourſe concerning 
ſoph had come from an evil ſpirie, 
there would | have been ſomething 
more in it, 'then what is related of 
it, whereby this holy man wonld ea- 
fily have known, that it was not of a 
Divine Inſpiration. 

Secondly, Not only dreams pro- 
ceeding from the Devil have fome 
character, from whence we may 
conclade their original, bat alſo 
theſe that come from good Angels 
have ſomething on the contrary, 
whence we may conclude their Au- 
thor truly good, for hatarally every 
effe& retains ſome mark of its cauſe , 
Fire: leaves ſomething of it elf, 
where it exerciſes its power z and 
Water, where it paffes , Beaſts do 
imprint ſomething upon their pro- 
per operations ; and Men and other 
inelligerit- agents, on theirs, and 
generally all manner of produQtions 
bear ſome indications of the na- IE 
ture of their cauſe. And the more 
excellent the cauſes are, the more 
knowable they are in their effects, 
unleſs on ſet purpoſe they corrape 
pe their 
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© Divine Dreams. 8Þ"[D75] 
their ation and delignedly Fs 
| it, as Wheti David counterteita the. 
| focl, which yer. Angels never do.. 
| From whence I conclude, that fince. 
it was a good Angel, which by the 
cottimand of God , convey'd this 
dream to Joſeph ( for the Scripture 
doth openly Atteſt it ) is was with-. 
* our doubt accompanied with very. 
f evident arguments of the nature of 
Firſt it is abſolutely ſaid, that am. 
Angel of the Lord x7 ar F fe 
ſeph in 4 arcam , and afterwards that 
he ſpake to him ,. ſaying, Reſe and, 
take the little Infaxt and his Mother, 
and fly into Epypt and ſlay there, antil. 
1 bring thee word, for Herod ſeeks the . 
|nfant, to put bim to death. ed 
here we have the Apparition, 

mw after that the Command, laſtly, the: 
& Reaſon which he there alledges As, 
| for the Apparition, that could not. 
E be, but in ſome Image, which mult 
& appear viſible, which . might ſym-: 
bolically repreſent the Angelical. 
Nature, for thar being ſpiritual and 
ptot PFYY1 Th 


F 
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immaterial, it could not otherwiſe be! 
repreſented to this holy man: For. 
who can dbubt but that Image had t 
ſomething ſo ſplendid and glorious, | 
that Foſeph ſeeing it ia his ſleep, andjm 
after remembring it, when awake, 
was in both equally ſtruck with 
admiration of its Magnificence > 
and what eſſay made by an Angel 
of darkneſs to imitate the ſplendour i 
of ſuch a viſion, could come near 
the gloryof the appearance of a Di- 
vine Meſſenger, who brought the i 
Commands of God to men and for 
that purpoſe was adorn'd with a ray! 
of the Divine Majeſty ? ; 
As for the Command, that could |? 
not be given but by the mediation | 
of a voice, which Foſeph in his ſleep F 
imagin'd to hear, aS he apprehended 
. -he ſaw the Angel encompaſs'd with | 
light. I donor here ſay, that mens Þ 
voices !have ſuch different marks of F 
diſtinRion one from another, as thac | 
blind men, as Hiſtorians do teſtify, | 
have diſtinguiſh'd them in a multi- Þ 


|  rheir 
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r@ their voices, although they have 
& bur once heard them” ſpeak z Since 


& perhaps ir might, be reply'd.that 
= blind men AS of Ae Seher 


> &# men ſpeak, ate thus better enabled 


hÞW ro make the diſtintion; whereas 
> *cis poſſible 'that Joſeph never heard 


| the voice of any, either good or bad 
r# Angels before, and upon this ac- 
r # count could not compare them toge- 
XZ -ther: to which may be added; that 
Z7 che natural voice of men is of one 
kind, and that which Angels form 


{ only by repreſentation in the imagi- 

nation of a man aſleep, of another. 
7 T ſhall here only return, thar as the 
” Image or apparition of the Aogel 
= had ſomething particular in its luſtre 
and Majeſty, ſo the voice had ſome- 
thing in the tone, and in the nature 
4: of irs articulation extraordinarily 
” Majeſtick. So'that as 'the Devil 
could never be able to frame an ap- 
parition of | himſelf which might 
come in competition with the Ma- 
onificence of that viſion, ſo neither 
could he counterfeit a voice, which 
might 


78 A Diſcourſe concerning 
might .cqual the Majeſty and - Avi 
thority of that of a good Anil 


gels : "i 
_ Laſtly, the Reaſon of the com 
mand 1s ,very remarkable , for il 
would have been very ſtrange, if the 
Devil ſhoyld have been careful for | 
the preſeryation of the life of an 
Infant, from whoſe birth, if we doi 
conſider the miracles that did ac;} 
company it, he could expect nothing, 
bur the ruine of his Empire : he vi 
2 murtherer from. the beginning, 
and if it were in his power, would de: 
ſtroy all the Infants that come into 
the world from the very Cradle, but 
that he foreſees ſome, who come 


arr 


for the ruine of mankind, as Nero: 
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and Caligala's, And fince if this In- | 
fant was -in any danger, it was cet | 
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tainly under the dominion of Herod, + 
who of his own nature was cruel, © 
who had mare reaſon of fear from 
the birth of Chriſt,. chen any other © 
Potentate: whateyer, and who had 


* % 


an abſolyte power in thoſe Conn- 
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to impoſe upon Foſeph by his deluſi- 
ons, would he ever have induc'd 
him 'to have lefc the place, where 


[8 he was, to have-gone to another ? 
= Where could he have laid his de- 
= figas againſt Chriſt with © greater 
= hopes of ſucceſs. then where he was, 
being, as it were, in the Paws of 
a Lion, or in the den of a wild 
beaſt > 

Thirdly, It plainly appears that 
Foſepin was fully perſwaded of the 


i Divinity of the viſion, / ſeeing that 


without any deliberation, as ſoon as 
he awoke, he arofe and took the 1[n- 
fant and fled into Egypt; now the 
= dreams which come from natural 
*: cauſes, do not Carry Qs to any adi- 
” on, and we think we ſhould be ta- 
© ken for fools, if we undertook any 
thing, though of never fo little im- 
 portance upon the meer ſolicitation: 
= of a dream, And thoſe very 
: dreams which yet have ſomething 


& more of life and vigour in them, then 
& natural ones .-have, and-upon rhis 


= account may beartribured''ro ſome 
=" Spirit, 


80 A Diſcourſe concerning | 
Spirits theſe indeed may cauſe a ' 
oreat deal of diſquiet, of hope or : 
apprehenſion, but they do not in- 
duce us to undertake any reſolution 
in things of Conſequence, unleſs it 
be thoſe of Melancholy tempers or 
unſound brains: Since then Foſeph, 
-who was 4 wile and ſober man, be- 


took himſelf ſo readily to the exe- | 
cution of the command, it is cer- 
tain that he was fully perſwaded of EF 
the Divinity of the Revelation: for | - 
fince Jeſus was his Son, we cannot 
think that he would have raſhly + 


taken up ſuch a reſolution z much 


leſs certainly would he have done 7 
it, the, queſtion being then of him, 


of whom he-had the honour to be ap- &. 
pointed Guardian. 20 

Now this perſwaſion muſt neceſ- Z7 
farily come from one of theſe two 2; 
things, | = 
. 1. He-either found in the obje& 
it ſelf ſuch irrefragable arguments 
of its truth, that-there remain'd no 
place for deliberation, bur his nn- 
derſtanding . immediately determin'd 
it ſelf . ON 


_ Divine Dreams: $4 
Or, Secondly, if the Arguments 
were. not altogether ſo ſtrong and 
evident as to force his judgment 
ro embrace the obje&;- then God by 
the incomprehenſible power of his 
Spirit did ſo effeRually determine it 
on this fide, that it could not poſibly 
reſiſt, 
This latter is the' leſs uſual me- 
thod of Gods proceedings z but 
* when ir doth ſo come to paſs, then 
* . 1t is an nadoubted proof that the ob« 
zect is truly Divine, For it is only 
God, whodoth ſo rule in the under- 
ſtanding of wiſe and vertuous men, 
and who ſo powerfully inclines it to 
ſuch a belief and reſolution, al- 
though it doth not ſee in the obje&R 
reaſons altogether proportionable to 
the effe@ it feels in the ſoul r So 
| that if Foſeph was thus perſwaded 
= to the execution of the command, 
” he then had in his own private ſen- 
© timents and in the extraordinary 
& determination of his underſtaading, 
| an evident proof of the Divinity of 
| his dream. 121 . 


= A Diſconrſe concernmg 

The firſt of theſe is without 
doubt the more common and natu- 
ral: for what the Loadſtone is to 
Jron4 : that is: truth to the undet- 
ſtanding, which doth greedily em- 
brace it, and infeparably joyns it 
ſelf to it, when once by evident de- 
monſtrations it clearly apprehends 
it: If chen Joſeph by this means was | 
perſwaded, then his underſtanding 


faw ſuch marks of the truth and Di- 


vinity of the dream, that” he did 
more certainly believe it, then- he 
either did or colild do thoſe corpo- | 
real obje&s, which repreſetited them- 
ſelves to his ſenſe. | fs 
As for thoſe'dreams whereof An- 
gelsimay have been'the inſtruments, 
but not the Anthors, they were 
eafie to be diſtineuiſh'd from all 
others: For beſides, as I ſaid be- 
fore; 'that every effe& draws ſome- 
thing from the nature of the cauſe, 
and cauſes the more excellent they 
are, the greater impreſſion they 


make-upon their effets, whether 


God did mediarely or immediately ME 
| con- BE 


Divine Dreams, 83 
convey thoſe dreams, fo far it was 
neceſſary they ſhould bear ſome 
undoubred mark and charaQter of 
his power : this only thing was 
enough to diſtinguiſh them from al! 
others, that they contain'd in chem 
things which paſs'd the reach of the 
underſtanding both of Men and 
Angels ; for how could it enter into 
the underſtanding of either of them, 
that Foſeph ſhould come to that 
grandeur which his dreams pro- 
mis'd > What created intelligence 
could Divine, that there ſhould be 
in Eeypre ſeven years of plenty and 
ths; Bay we after or eve 
others of dearth and barrenneſs, as 
Pharaoh ſaw in his > For grant that 
Angels have very heh of the 
knowledge of natural canſes, yet 
two ſnch admirable events, ſo re- 
enlar and conſtant, each for the 
ſpace of ſeven years, how could 
they be ſearched into, being fo 
cloſely and obſcurely hid in the ſe- 
cret foldings of a particular provi- 
dence > What hamane underftand- 
ing, or What foreſtght' of Angels uu 

G 3 could 
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could diſcover both the ſucceſſion 


and the diſagreement, the duration 


and the end of all thoſe Empires, F* 
w.ich were repreſented one after þ* 
another in the image of Nabacbode- 
noſor « What conjecture could di- 
vine that, which the ſtone cut 
without hands did preſage, and 
what it was todo and to become, as 
the ſame viſion of Nabuchodonoſor 
doth repreſent it? And if it were '* 
neceſlary here to ſpeak of Facob's |: 


viſion, none, I (ſay, not only of T 


men, but none of thole Angels 
themſelves, which he ſaw aſcend- 


ing and deſcending upon the lad- p 


der, were able to foretel (if God 
had not extraordinarily reveal'd 
it) that that did repreſent the Meſ- 
ſias tocome, who ſhould make peace 
between heaven and earth, and re- 
eſtabliſh a communication betwixt 7 
God and men by the intermiſſion of 7 
Angels; and as for the promiſes, 
which God, who was at the top of 
the ladder in heaven, made to the 
Patriarch, they were plain and clear | 


according to the truth of things, 3-4 
SJ with- | 
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without any ſhadow of Allego- 
ry or myſterious Symbcl, but 
they were. of things ſo far re- 
mote, that it was only God who 
could foreſee cor forstel the event, 
ſo thar that viſion: was altogether 
Divine, 

This is well indeed, will fome 
here objet, theſe dreams appear 
to be Divine when they are under- 
ſtood, or when they are confirmed 
by the events ; burtlet us here en- 
quire, how they could be judged fo, 
by thoſe to whom they were ſent, 
before the interpretation, and by 
the meer conſideration of the dreams 
themſelves. We muſt then diſtin» 
ouiſh betwixt the dreams themſelves 
and their interpretations, (which 
were ſometimes made by the ſer- 
vants of God, as Foſeph and Daniel ) 
and their events, And to begin 
with the confideration of their 
events, it is certain that when they 
were once come to pals, they did 

- then fally evidence the Divinity of 
| thoſe viſions, that did repreſent 
; G } them 
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them ; For not to ſpeak of the 
Image of Navuchoaozoſor, which did 
prefigure things at ſuch a diſtance, 
that all the Angels together were 
never able to foretel them ; I ſhall 
only ſpeak of thoſe of Foſeph and 
Pharach, and the Officers of his 
houſe, who were in priſon with Fo- 
ſeph; who, having ſeen the things 
ſo punctually accompliſh'd, could in 
the leaſt doubt, bur that they were 
of Divine Revelation 2 Bur this is 
not that which we here principally 
intend. | 

2, As for their interpretations, 
it is certain that thoſe admirable 
reſemblances, that are betwixt them 
and the viſions themſelves, muſt 
needs be matter of great wonder to 
thoſe, who heard them, even be- 
fore the event : for theſe reſemblan- 
ces could not come by meer chance : 
ſince there did appear in every par- 
ticular ſo exact a relation between 
them, and we ſee that A abuchode;o- 
for was raviſh'd with admiration of 

them, and 74:74: was ſo fully per- 
: {waded, 
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ſwaded, that withaourt any further 
conſultation he preferr'd Foſeph .tg 
the higheſt dignity, with an ahbſo. 
lute power to diſpoſe of the: affairs, 
particularly of the reyenues, of 
Egypt, according 'to his own plea- 
ſure, to provide himſelf by the pro- 
vition of the plenty of the ſeven 
firſt years, againſt the deſolation 
which ſhould be caus'd by the ſeyen 
years dearth: but. *tis true, that 
this alſo doth not reach to a full and 
proper anſwer to the objection : fince 
the divinity of the dreams ought to 
appear in themſelves.” _ 

Thirdly, Here then we ought to 
obferve the difference betwixt thaſe 
dreams which brought with them 
matter of expreſs commands, as 
thoſe which were ſent to Foſeph and 
to the wiſe men, which came to wor- 
ſhip our Saviour, and thoſe which 
conſiſted ſimply in Symbolical and 
Allegorical repreſentations of things 
co come, Thoſe of the firſt fort 
ought to contain .in them evident 
and undoubted charagers of their 
; G 4 Divt-, 
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Divinity, otherwiſe they could ne- 
ver have powerfully enough per- 
| ſwaded the ſervants of God to obey 
them : thoſe of the latter did nor 
abſolutely require ſo great a force 
and evidence, and yet *tis certain, 
that theſe have been able to make 
ſuch a powerful impreſhon upon the 
minds of thoſe that receiv'd them, 
that they certainly believd them to 
proceed from a ſupernatural and 
Divine Cauſe. Fofeph ſufficiently 
reſtifies this by the earneſtneſs he 
ſhows to relate his, for that was in- 
deed to acknowledge that he had 
ſeen ſomething that had'made very 
ſenſible impreffions on him. The 
Officers of Pharaohs houſe did the 
ſame in theirs, and teſtify'd thar 
they did not take them for raſh and 
vain delufions : 'and Pharach did 
yet appear more lively and deep! 
4 ie. by his, in raw of that vain 
and uneafineſs he was in, till he had 
obtain'd the underſtanding and in- 
texpretation of ie, 2 02 7:5 
' - Not to repeat what I have al- 
+ #4 _ VS OR : ready 
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ready ſaid concerning the means by 
which the divinity of dreams ſent 
from above might be diſcerned from 
the vanity of thoſe that proceed 
from natoral cauſes (though it be 
allo neceſſary to remember all thoſe 
charaRers which do diſtinguiſh 
them) I ſay, there was never any , 
of that kind which did not cauſe a 
great aſtoniſhment in thoſe thar re- 
ceiv'd them. I ſhall begin with 
the conſideration of thoſe which are 
leſs remarkable and by degrees pro- 
ceed to thoſe that are more famous. 
Pharaoh's Cup-bearer dream'd that 
he ſaw. a vine, which had three 
branches, from whence ſprang cer- 
rain buds, which increas'd and bloſ-. 
fom'd : that at the ſame time the 
bunches of grapes bloſſom'd and 
brought their fruit to maturity ; 
That he had Pharaob's Cup in his 
hand, and that he took the grapes 
and preſs'd and ſtrain'd them into 
the Cup, and then gave it. into 
Pharaoh's hand, now I pray, the 
dreams which proceed from om 90 
7 | ily 
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diiy temper and conſtitution, or 
from the motion of the /dea's in our 
memory caus'd by natural heat, or 
from the application of our minds 
to the cares and buſineſles of life, 
or from the morion of our paſhons, 
are they either ſo emblematical 
on the one fide, or ſo regular on 
the other, as to preſent, in their ve- 
ry conſtitutions, Symbols confiſting 
of ſo many parts, which anſwer one 
another with ſo great proportion ? 
To which if you add that this em- 
blem, as it was diſtin and articu- 
late, ſo was it alſo lively, clear, 
deeply impreſs'd upon the imagina- 
tion, you will not find it any way 
ſtrange if it paſs'd in the apprehen- 
fion of the Cup-bearer for a D1- 
vine and extraordinary dream : but 
he had yet more reaſon to be of that 
opinion, when his Companion, the 
Baker, told-him in the morning 
that he had alſo dream'd the. ſame 
night, that there were three white 
baskets upon his head, and that in 
the uppermoſt there was all my 
Q 
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of proviſions relating to the Bakers 
crade for Pharaoh, and that the Birds 


did eat them-out of the. Basker, as 
it was upon his head : for this cir- 


| cumſtance, that they both dream'd 
| at the ſame time, and ſaw vifions 


rare in their compoſitions, propor- 
tionable 1n their parts, Symbolical, 
without doubt, in their fſignifica- 
tion, ſutable each to the Office 
of the dreamer ; which agreed borh 
in the number three, although they 
did otherwiſe differ in ſome re- 
markable circumſtances ; laſtly, 
which had made very great impreſ- 
fions upon them both, all this, I 
ſay, conld not be brqught about 
bur by an intelligent and heavenly 
cauſe : ſo that, *rtis no wonder if 
the perplexity which theſe viſions 
caus'd in their minds did equally ap- 
pear in the Morning by the change 
of their countenances:The dreams of 
Pharach had yet ſomething of more. 
exaQneſs in the juſt proportion and 
ſymmetry of their parts ; ſeven 


young kine on the one hand, and 
ſeven 
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ſeven more on the other ; the good 
and ſtrong conſtirution of the one 
ſeven, and the leanneſs of the 
other ; the beauty of the fat ones, 
and the gaſtly uglineſs of the Þ 
other ; the action of the one, which | 
devoured and ſwallowed up the | 
other, and all this withoat any mix- | 
ture of any thing that was phanta- 


ſtical or extravagant, as it common- | 


ly happens in dreams, and without 
any circumſtance from whence Pha- | 
za0h might infer that there was any | 
thing in it, which might in the leaſt 
argue any tinQure, either of his # 
cares or paſſhons, either of the con- | 
ſtiturion of his hamours or the | 
temperament of his body, this was | 
ſufficient even at firſt to cauſe ad- 
miration and perplexity in his 
thoughts. And indeed, in that it 
is ſaid, he wakened upon his 
dream, this ſhows that he was very 
ſenſibly touch'd with it, for thoſe 
dreams that make any great impreſ- 
ſion upon us do awaken us, Never- 
theleſs Pharaoh was not much fright- 


ed 
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ed at his firſt dream, and went 
again to ſleep as before ; but when 
another viſion anſwerable to the firſt 


repreſented to him on the one hand 
ſeven fair and full ears of Corn, and 
Z on the other ſeven ſmall ones, bla- 


ſted with the Eaſt wind, and that 
the {mall and withered ones devour- 


Z ed the fair and full ones; then he 
& did not at all doubr, but it was God 


that ſpake to him by theſe repre- 
ſentations, ſo that his very ſoul was 
terrified. And indeed theſe two 
viſions thus preſented one upon the 
neck of another, were too clearly 
and viſibly myſterious, not to cauſe 
ſomething of aſtoniſhment. Thoſe of 
Foſeph appear to me yet more admi-= 
rable. 4 

He firſt ſaw the ſheaves of his bre= 
thren which did encompaſs bis ſheaf 
and proſtrate themſelves before it, 
which had ſo clear and plain a ſfignift- 
cation, that his brethren underſtood 
it at the very firſt : a little after in 
another dream he ſaw the Sun and 


Moon and Eleven Stars, which ws 
c 
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fell down before him : which till 
contain'd the ſame thing in ſuch an 
ifloſtrious and glorious Emblem; 
that when he came to recite it, his | 
father did not only underſtand it, 
bur was offended at it and chid him 
for it: Whether then we ſuppoſe, 
that Jacob and his other children 
did really believe that Foſeph had! 
thus dream'd, or that they ſuſpected 
that fie had contriv'd it, yet it ma- Þ 
nifeftly appears that they | ac- 
kiowledged, that that could not 
proceed but from the operation of 
an intelligent agent. For meer 
chance could never have adjuſted | 
the parts of theſe viſtons ſingly, 
much leſs could it ſo well have | 
joyn'd them both together : This 
then was enongh to make them be- 
lieve theſe dreams were ſupernatu- 
ral. But yet there was anothet 
thing that might perſwade Foſeph, 
that they were truly Divine, his 
conſcience bare him witneſs that he 
was void of ambition, and if per- | 
haps he had had ſome kind of in- 
clina« | 
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clination or tendency that way, 
yet however it would not have been 
to defire dominion over his bre- 
thren, much leſs would he have de- 
fird it over thoſe who begat him, 
for this is a monſtrous defire, and 
ſuch as is altogether unnatural. But 
orant he had ſuch ſtrange elevations 
of Spirit as to defire to become ſo 


1 ru} as that his father and mother 


ould proſtrate themſelves before 
him, whence was it that his imagi- 
nation ſer it ſelf to find out the Sun 
and Moon and Eleven Stars preciſe- 
o; whereby to preſage this Empire > 

tisa very rare thing, if iti a meer 
natural dream, any one imagines 
that he ſees the Sun, for there is al- 
ways ſomething that is black and 
dark in theſe no&urnal vifions : Bur 
though that ſhould happen. much 
oftfier, yet to (ce it in ſuch a ſtare 
of hnamiliation, and the Moon and 
Eleven Stars to repreſent thar, 
which this dream prefignred, is a 
thing ſo far above that which aa- 


tural cauſes are accuſtomed to _ 
that 
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that it would be toogreat an imper- | 
tinence to impute it to them, E 

Laſtly, the dreams of N abuchods: 
noſor are yet in my opinion ſome. 
what more magnificent: for there a 
great Image was repreſented to the i 
imagination of this Prince, the 
ſplendor whereof was excellent, and 
it's appearance terrible: the head 
thereof was of fine gold, the breaſt 
and arms of Silver, its belly and i 
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hinder parts of Braſs, its legs of * 
Tron, its feet partly of Icon, partly 
of Clay ; after .that appear'd to |? 
bim a Stone, which of ic ſelf fell 3 
from a Mountain without being cut |? 
with hands, which rowling down | 
ſtruck againſt the feet of the image, 7 
and bruiſed them to pieces, after-. M7 
wards the Iron, the Clay, the, Braſs, * 
the Silver, the Gold were all equal-. 
ly bruisd to pieces, and became 
like chaff. in the air in Summer, 
blown up and down, and driven. to 
and fro with a ſtrong wind ; ſo that 
all the materials, whereof the Im- 
age was compoſed, did vaniſh and 

wholly 
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wholly diſappear. Bur as for the 
Stone that broke the Image, it be- 


- 


came a great mountain, and fill'd 
all the univerſe: ler us a little lay 
afide the interpretation of this vi- 
lion, and not at all conſider the 
things deſign'd thereby ; letus only 
con{ider the viſion in it felf, and 
lee if ever any thing, like unto it, 
did enter into a humane underſtand- 
ing: Certainly the 7dee of ſuch an_ 
Image, is ſo fair, the variety of the 
Metals and Materials, that compg- 
ſed it; ſo remarkable; the conti- 
nued ſeries of them ſo admirably 
ſucceeding each other ; the ſtone 
which broke and daſh'd it in pieces 
and the manner of its coming ſo 
extraordinary and (ſurpriſing 5 its 
increaſe ſo miraculous, and in gene- 
ral the whole ſeries of this repre- 
ſentation ſo majeſtick, that it could 
neverenter info the imagination of 
man, if it had nor been ſent from 
above 5 for cettainly humane under- 
ſtanding was too little to ſerve for 2 
ttiould, whete. ſo gene and agar 
cen 
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ficent 'a work ſhould be framed, i 
And the effect, which ir produced | 
m the Spirit of Ngbachodonſor, is ® 
very"conſiderable : he was a Prince, | 
and thoſe of that birth and dignity 
are not eafily mov'd by extraordi- 
nary things, He was a great Mo- 
narch and Conquerour, and ſuch 
Princes have commonly more ele- 
vated thoughts, then others: and 
of Monarchs and Conquerours, he 
was one who was puffed up with the 
opinion of his own grandeur, and | 
this would be apt to make him in | 
all conditions either fleeping or 
waking, to think moſt things either 
Ordinary or Common; and further, 
when he awakened, he did not at all 
remember his viſion. Now when our 
dreams are vaniſh'd from our minds, 
rhe motion and impreſſion , which 
rhey then made upon us, do uſually 
ceaſe and vaniſh with them : and 
thongh there did not remain the 
leaft footſtep of his dream in his me- 
mory, -but only thus far, to remem- 
ber that he had dreamed , yer 
when 
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when he' came to acquaint his 
Soothſayers, Aſtrologers and Mapi- 
cians herewith , he told rhem, that 
his Spirit did remain aſtbaiſh'd; atld 
the paſſion which he had to rettieve 
what was fled from hitn, that ſo he 
might have the interpretation” of 
it, cauſed him to denonnce rhteat- 


nings and terrible puniſhments ro 


them, in-cale they did*nor acquaint. 
him with ic ; ſo'chat jc muſt hecel- 
ſarily be, that he 'was inwardly 
ſenſible of ſomething of diviniry in 


iniry in 
the dream; that'ptodnc'din him fwch 


4' paffionate* deſire ro Know: the in- 
trpretitinggs” EET Tone 
I ſhall nor here Pte thing of 
Facob's 'vition,' for © that © ſpeaks 
enough of it felf';' * for certainly 
the words he there heard did: pro- 
miſe ſuch great things, ſo far a- 
bove either the power or know- 
ledge of. humane underſtanding, the 
voice of the ſpeaker was ſo Maje- 
ſtick, the image of a Ladder which 
reach'd from earth to heaven, upon 
Which the Angels did aſcend and 
H. z- aefeend; 
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deſcend, upon the top whereof God | 
himſelf did ſeem to fit in a viſible 
and humane ſhape and figure, as a # 
preſage of the fature Incarnation of ® 
Chriſt, all this, I ſay, had fo great, 
ſo glorious an aſpe@, and Jacob him- 


x 


ſelf was ſo ſtruck with Reverence, Z 
Admiration and Amazementc, that 
he was forc'd to cry out that the very 3 
place was terrible, and that in ſeeing * 
this viſion, he was ſer, as it were, in 
the threſhold of the houſe God, and 
inthe very porch of heayen. And this 7 
ſhows that this dream had made an 7? 
impreſſion in him quite differenc 7 
from thoſe which proceed from na- * 
, tural cauſes, I ſuppoſe I have al- 
% ready ſufficiently diſcuſs'd this que- 7 
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ſtion, it only now remains to reſolve 7 
the laſt, "<_ 
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7 CHAP. V. 
= whether God doth make uſe of this kind 
= of Revelation by Dreams, waw nnaer 


the Difpenſation of the Goſpel. 


Oc! hath thus propheſy'd con- 
cerning the time of the coming 
of the Meſſias, Jt ſhall come to paſs 
” in thoſe deys, ſaith God , that I will 
* pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſp, and 
= your ſons and your daughters ſhall pro- 
* pheſy, your young men ſhall ſee oifions; 
* and your old men ſhall dream areams. 
And in thoſe days 1 will ſurely pour out 
of my ſpirit upon my ſervants, and upon 
my handmaids, ſo that they ſpall pro- 
pheſy: And 1 will do wonders in hea- 
wen above and fions on earth beneath, 
blood and vapour of ſmoke z, the Sun ſpall 
be turned into darkneſs aud the Moon 
into blood, before that great and notable 
day of the Lord come. It is clear 
from theſe very words of the Pro- 
pher, without any need of produ- 
Hy cing 
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cing others, that at the coming of 
the Meffias, God would ponr our a } 

great abundance of his Spirit upon 
his Church, which ſhould render the 

extraordinary and miraculous gifts 
of propheſy, of viſions and: of 
dreams almoſt common to all the 
faithful, which God before did but * 
ſparingly communicate to ſome par- ? 
ticular perſons: and indeed, the A- Z 

poltles have apply'd this paſſage to Þ 

the ſending of the holy Spirit on ? 

the day of Pentecoſt, and the expe- | 

rience of things at that time did ? 

very authentically teſtify the truth ? 

_ of this Propheſy; for the abun- 7 
dance and variety of gifts, which * 
God poured upon Chriſtians, at the * 
firſt eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, is ! 
a thing much to be wondered at,in as 
much as he did not only inſpire the | 
Apoſtles,and Prophets & Evangeliſts, 
the Paſtors, Doctors and Deacons, |: 
and generally all thoſe who had any | 
publick Office or charge in the 
Chruch, 'but alſo many particular 

perfons without any difference of 
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Age, Sex or Condition, And the 
Hiſtory of the Adts of the Apoſtles, 
with that which we have yet re- 
maining of the ſucceeding Age, doth 
give us 4, very ſufficient teſtimony 
hereof. 

But here are yet farther two 
things very remarkable ; the firft, 
that the fulfilling of this propheſy, 
if we regard the Emphaſts' of the 
terms, wherein it is expreſs'd, is not 
limited to the Infancy of tae Church 
or an hundred or fizſcore years af- 
ter, but extends to all the ages of 
Chriſtianity, even to the end of the 
world, For here is an oppoſition 
of the times of the Goſpel ro the 
times of the Law, and by conſe- 
quence of all the duration of the one 
diſpenſation, to all the duration of 
the other, 

The ſecond, that notwithſtand- 
ing this, we ſee by experience that 
thoſe miraculous gifts of the Spirit 
of God are ceaſed long ago, ſo that 
it is now many Ages fince we ſaw 
the leaſt footſteps of them in_the 
| H 4 Chri- 
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Chriſtian Church : for all that hath 


been either ſpoke or written theſe 
twelve hundred years concerning 
thoſe miraculous gifts, is either ver) 
much ſuſpected, or altogether falſe 
and ſuppoſititious, and full of va- 
nity and impoſture ; how then ſhall 
we reconcile our experience with this 
Propheſy > oo al 

In Order to do it, and to clear 
the way for the folution' of rhe pre- 
ſent queſtion, I think it *"convenient 
To lay down certain previous confi- 
derations. TO ; 


Firſt, Ir js certajn, That which 
God promiſed by his Prophets, to 
give a great meaſure of his Spirit 
in the time of the Revelation of the 
Meſhas, muſt have its accompliſh- 
ment from the firſt coming of Chriſt 
even unto his ſecond ; bur in what 
manner it ſhall be done, is a thins 
that deſerves a more attentive'con- 
fideration : For though the' words 
of Foes ſeem only to defign the ex- 
of PE. | ras” 


L4» 


bo 


n__ EE Lag, TEE es ee; a 
atk LAI? CANE > RAISES Lace - HERS Tir nts AY , ues) : a ” 
- 12092» EYES a 2 \ Ro a6 { 7; F Los 'h 
— IF Prat 304 - TRE . 2 


o 


Divine Dreams. n1of 
eraordinary and miraculous gifts of 
the Spirit, yet under them' are alſo 


| compris'd, thoſe .more ordinary 


ones, which conſiſt in the illamina- 
tion of the underſtanding of the 
faichfal, in knowledge of the: Di- 
vine truth, in conſolation, in ſanRi- 
fication, in hope, in patience un- 
der temprations and afflitions , 
and in all Chriſtian vertues : for 
it would have been a ſmall rhing 
for God to have promis'd abun- 
dance of thoſe gifts, which are 
truly miracyious, but ſuch as of 
themſelves are not 'effectual for 
the' procurement of Salvation, and 
have kept back thoſe which only 
are neceſſary and ſufficient there- 
unto: And indeed, we ought 
to underſtand that Propheſy of 
Iſsiah in the ſame manner, Towr 


God ſhall come himſelf, and ſhall dts 


liver you : then the eyes of the Glind 
hall be 'opened, and the ears of the 
deaf ſhall be unſtopped , then ſhall 
the lame leap, is the Fart , | and the 
ES $0799 ue 
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tongue of the dumb (hall fing in tri- 
umph, for the waters ſhall ſpring in 
the deſart and torrents in ſolitary pla- 
ces» It. 1s very true, that. thoſe 
words have a proper and literal 
ſenſe, which was accompliſhed ar 
the coming of our Saviour, but 
they have alſo an Allegorical and 
Figurative one, + which relſpedcs 
the ſaving graces of the Spirit, 
which have their accompliſhment 
all along in all Ages of the 
Church. - | 


Secondly, It is further certain, 
thar the reaſon for which cheſe mi- 
racalous gifts are expreſly men- 
tion'd in this propheſy, and not 
the more ordinary and ſaving ones, 
is, becauſe theſe promiſes are con- 
ceiv'd in terms more accommo- 
dated to the legal diſpenſation, 
for \,under that economy, the 
faithful very well knew, that all 
the good, that was in them, did 
come from God, and according- 


ly 
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ly returnd him thanks z Aoſes 
himſelf hath thus taught, and the 
Pſalms of David are full of ſuch 
acknowledgments, yet neverthe- 
leſs they did not diſtintly know, 
that it came from a particular 0- 
peration of the third Perſon in the 
Deity : the Spirit of Faith, the 
Spirit of Conſolation, the Spirit 
of Adoption, the Spirit of San- 
ftification being terms unknown to 
the Faithful of . the Ancient 
Church 5 So that until David, 
who began to ſpeak ſomething of 
the Spirit of God, in matters rela 
ting to SanRification, no one be- 
fore ſpike any thing of it, and 
after him theſe Expreflions, were 
very rare, Whereas there is no- 
thing more ordinary in the Books 
of the Old Teſtament , then to 
attribute the Viſions and Revela- 
tions of the Prophets, their ex- 
traordinary and miraculous gifts, 
which did both enlighten and afto- * 
niſh the World, to the Spin - 
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God; in ſo much that the particu: 
lar skill which was beſtowed on Be- 
zaleel and Aholiab to work in all man» 
ner of carved work for the building 
of the Tabernacle of the Congrega- 
tion is particularly attributed to 
the Efficacy of the Spirit of God, 
in the Books of Moſes: It is true, 
che ordinary gifts of the Spirit of 
God are much'leſs reſplendent and 
cauſe leſs of admiration, then the 
extraordinary : for thole are ſo in- 
termal, that they do not ſhow 
themſelves, but in Adtions of 
Piety , Charity and SanQtifica- 
tion, which are commonly ve- 
ry Moderate and Regular, and 
which unleſs we take a more cloſe 
and exatt ' view of them, do mot 
| ſeem to proceed from any other Prin- 
ciple, then that of right reaſon ; 
Whereas the other do ſo dazle 
the eyes of all beholders with 
their luſtre, that no one who 
ſees their effets, can judge them 
to proceed from any thing leſs 
then 
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- BE then a Divine and Supernatural 
= Caule, 


And this difference was ſo much 
oreater under the Law, as the or- 
dinary gifts were there leſs libe- 
rally beſtowd, and the vertues 
which they produc'd were more 
obſcure and leſs frequent then they 
are now ; and on the contrary, 
the extraordinary and miraculous 
gifts were then more common and 
agreed better with: the. genius. of 
that Diſpenſation, in chat ic did pre- 
vail upon the minds of men, not ſo 
muck by the knowledge of the 
truth, .as this doth now, as by the 
admiration of the power of God, and 
by the aſtoniſhment / which thoſe 
ſurpriſing and prodigious paſſages 
did produce, | 


From hence, for a third conſide- 
ration , reſults the knowledge of 
the manner . how this .promiſe-- of 


vel, and ſuch like, were to be ful- 
Foel, and iuch 1ixe, "11's. 
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tio ADifcourſe concerning 
filed, for it was very agreeable to the 
truth, that at the begeinning of 
Chriſtianity our Saviour ſhould 
plentifully beſtow upon his Church 
thoſe miraculous gifts, which were 
there eſpecially deſign'd. And two 
reaſons among others invited him 
thereunto : 


The one, that the expreſſions | 
which the Prophets had made uſe | 
of, had filld the minds of men IN 
with expectation of theſe gifts: I 
which expectation of theirs, if it 
had been fruſtrated in this reſpec, 
it would have given an occaſion of 
ſcandal , therefore that men mighr 
not have aniy thing to obje& abont 
the accompliſhment of thoſe promi- 
ſes, God was willing to ſignalize the 
beginning of the Preachmg of the 
Goſpel by thoſe marvellous in- 


ſtances. 


The other, which is the Princi- 
pal, is, that the firſt eſtabliſhment 


WL 
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of the Goſpel had need of ſuch a 
manifeſtation of the Spirit by the 
gift of miracles; becauſe other- 
wile it could never have -deſtroy'd 
the dominion of Satan, as it did, 
and have vanquifh'd the reſiſtance 
it met with in the Romen Empire, 
and in all other nations of the. 
earth : for the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, the working of miracles 
the diſtribution of the miraculous 
oifts of the Spirit have been the 
wings upon which the Church hach 
been carried through all the Natt- 
ons of the Wecrld. Therefore the 
Apoſtle joyns theſe two rogether 
in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, when 
he ſays, That ſalvation being firſt 
begun'to be Preach'd by our Lord, it 
hath been confirmed ' to us, by thoſe 


who heard it ;, God beſides bearing 


witneſs by ſigns and. miracles and dis 
wers powers and diſtributions of the 
ſpirit according to his pleaſure. But 
when the Goſpel was once well 
planted in the world , fo that che 

Preach» 
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wr. 


Preaching thereof alone was ſufh- 
cient to preſerve and continue it, 
the neceſſicy of miracles being 
now ceaſed, the uſe of them 
ceaſed likewiſe ,. and theſe extra- 
ordinary gifts of the Spirit there 
fore diſappear d, becauſe they 
were no longer neceſſary , thus the 
performance of this _ promiſe of 
Foel, as far as it was to be ex- 
tended to all the times of the 


Chriſtian Church,even to the con- 
ſummation of the world, hath been 


reſtrain'd to the. ordinary gifts of 
the Spirit of Faith, of Conſola- 
tion, of SanCtification, which are 
indeed much more plentifully pour- 
ed out under this diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, then ever- they were under 
thar of the Law. 


To come therefore to a particu- 
lar ſolution of this queſtion, 1 
think, we ought carefully to di- 
ſtinguiſh betwixt Divine, Angeli- 
cal and Natural Dreams : for as 
for 
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- » Divine Dreamsi '. 1ng 
for thoſe Divine Dreams |} which 
are delign'd to foretel things: to 
come under the Emblem-of an' Al= 
legorical Repreſentation, or to con- 
vey ſome new - commands to'-men 
in order to ſome 'grear ahd extras» 
y | ordinary deſign , Tos which there 
6 | is need of Divine Anthority : for 

| the undertaking and execucing' of 
- | its TI conceive that rime is-now 
© | wholly.expir'd, and thoſe who pres 


” | tend to and boaſt of any ſuch, they 
c are either impoſtors ,” who wonld 


abuſe 'the world: by their feighed 
viſions, | to ſerve' their own "pris 
# vare intereſt; or. elſe fools, who 
- j| have their brains diſturb'd by Hys 
* | pocondriack vaponrs : for we-are 
' | no longer now under the Jegal 
diſpenſation, which was,” as'1t 
were, .the proper place for ſach 
things , hor under the Infancy 

| of "the Church, where ſuch were 

| neceſſary for its eſtabliſhment, And 

| if I may here ſpeak * my” own 
thoughts of a _—_ kind of {oy 
4d p86 


EC CS OY OT OO IO 


- + - ” 
& 5% 7 * 
«- _— 
; | 
> 
= " 
4 


? oo — 
ti4 A Diſtourſe conceriting 


©» 29> GEN 5 


ple of both Sexes, . who both in 
paland and Germany have, pretended 
to. Divine viſions in thefe : lattet 
days ; I will -not accuſe them of 
tmpoſture., for that they have } 
grven ſufficient teſtimony. of their | 
Piety; but I dare be bold to ſay, | 
that in their ations they had ſome 
tranſport of theunderſtanding,which 
proceeded from ſome other cavſe 
then what was truly Divine. They 
were perſans who partly out of 
devotion, partly our of great cu- 


 fFiofity, - did extraordinarily give 


themſelves to the reading of the 
Apocalypſe and the other Pros 
phefies 2 the conſtancy, they us'd 
ercin, ard the great affection 
they did it with, mmprinted in 
their memories the /dea's of thoſe 
things they there faw; and the 
Copies of thoſe fair rables,. where 
future events were repreſented, 
having given a tincture to their 
Spirits, two or three things have 
herenpon fuperven'd, which have 
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kogtrjhutsd to. theic perſgaſion, 
that th if | yery . dreams and. Fe 
things they. imagin'd they 
n Fheig extaſies, they. foinerimes 
WF into, wete et 20d. Dani vi- 
ſions. 


| Firſ, they TIE checſel es £9 
þe carried away by the he ies of 
tbole,, who. expeR in due time 2 
great proiperity of the Church, gf 
God on c ny Fn 4 terrible ſub- 
Fevlion Ml." >rares - 4 
Powers ,  Whic L114 op A the 
eſtabliſhing. the ingdom' Chri a 
and fince they defird this with a 


great. deal. of zeal, and paſſion, 


i. 


they hereupon eaſily imaghh 
x0 be. .certain .and indyb noble 


For on the. one hand divers Texts 


of Scripture have ſome ſeeming ap- 


pearaptce of ſome ſych. Downes 
Poor the, Church of ,Chrill 

and ,on he other haod 5 t..i$ one 
.of the Poor alle of amane Nature 


_ ly 9 believe | what we delice 
E Io onl4 
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ſhould be true. Beſides the mes 
lancholy humone, which was na- 
turally predominant in them, the 
afflictions, hardſhips and' anxie- 
ties they underwent, as well from 
the publick affairs, which did 
not go well to their ſatisfaRtion , 
as from their own private con- 
cerns, Which did not much more 
; pleafe themy all theſe concurring to- 
_ gether, made them very ready to re- 
ceiveall impreſſions of phanſy,which 
might ſhow them either any hope of 
deliverance, or of any mitigation of 
their troubles, 


To conclude , their bodies were 
ſo. affected with the pafſions of 
their fouls and with the quality of 
the humours, which were predo- 
minant in them, that they fell 
mto ſome black melancholy indi- 
ſpoſitions, which all the world 
knows to be capable of very ftrange 
accidents. Be it then, that the 
either meerly dream'd, or that wa- 

king 


\ 
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king they were ſurpris'd with ſome 
eranſport of phanſy, in which their 


ſoul was perfectly abſtracted and 
ſeparated - from their body, and 


from all commerce with the ſenſes 


( for thar doth ſometimes happen 1n 
Hypocondriack diſtempers) theſe 
Apocalyprical Images were thus put 
into a violent motion, and fram'd 
in their imaginations theſe.pretend- 
ed viſions, which they have fince 
related ro us. To which might be 


added the operation of ſome ev: 


. 


Angely, who ſeek all imaginable oc- 


cafions to deceive both the ſound 
2nd the fick, and who help'd to 
joyn together and to paint theſe re- 
preſentations in the brains of thoſe 
paar people : And, we have ſeen 104 
oreat part by experience, that thoſe 
images, which they ſaw in their 
pretended Enthufiaſms, did either 
fienifie nothing at all, or if they did, 
yet their yanity and falſeneſs have 
been confured by the events. 
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A "M chete pple TROP this 
Ee , Whith nby L5AT of  Viſishs, 
eyelations, Divins Inf ſpiratiohs, 
the exrraordiniry pifts: of the fioly 
Spirit, of exta Ms; nd ftran in 
ſportariofs, who Vy c ir "Oy 
and "quakings :wotld repreſeit tt » 
motiohs of rhe Etithuffafts and Pro- 
phets ; ; T ſhonld very, mych wonder 
if honeſt akd nd Rindibg men 
lhoold fayotr. their frenfjes : The 
Spirir of Chriſt 15 2 Spirit of upder- 
fiandin> znd prodetice,: attd of 'ſo-' 
ber:a&d "well ſet ed fenfe, Znd not a 
fmotk which fills etopry braitis with 
_ dath 5nd ATE imayinations 
43 trace bf the G th) Pres the fa- 
cyſties of the 11 nl a'prave and 
tober cotifticyrton, ; Which giv bork 
Joy. Within ro ir {er, and edificaridn 
ro others wirkibur, ant! doch nor'ex- 
poſe the 3rve ettylon ro rhe Izugh- 
LIT Its wire ies d to the fcandal 
of ſoberand' fnrefligerir wen, by its 
indecent and annatural motionse 
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As for thoſe dreams which. may 
pony meerly from- the impreſſion 
and aperation.of Angels, 1 wull nor 
deny but thatthere may be yet ſome 
examples of that nature to be ſeen 
for as for evil Angels, they may 
concern themſelves in | thoſe illy- 
fions which happen to men fleep- 
ing, whether it be © impfigt upon 
them ſome falſe opinions 18 mat- 
cers of Religion, and to zacline 
them to Superſtition; or thus: more 
to excite and inflame cheir , paſh- 
ons, and 'to put. them into more 
diſorder. And as for good ones, 
although the difpeaſation of the 
Law, under o kichibes were . More 
eſpecially employ'd in things rela- 
ting to Religion, /be-now pals'd s 
yet they Rill contiaue to be\Min1- 
ters and lJaſtcameats of Divine 
Providence in what relates. to.ciys! 
life. and - humane ſociety, and,x( 
cially the proreRjon'of the aint 
ful and the defenſe of the 'Chyr 
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Of Chriſt, And as then it is not 
Impoſſible, but that they may fottic- 
times'appear to'men waking, ſo isit 
not. incredible, but that God may 
make uſe of them, from rime to time 
t0 convey the notices of ſomethings 
by dreams; there are many exam- 
ples of both'kinds in the: books of 
thoſe who have made colleQions of 
ſuch memorable inſtances, to which 
T ſhall refer the Reader; 1 have heard 
the late Monfieur- Camerox:i' a Perlon 
whoſe memory will be ever bleſſed 
in our Churches, ſay, that he had 
from 'the monrh of Monſieur Calje- 
%07, Chancellor of Nawarre, 'a man 
of ſingular vertue, a memorable 
paſſage -that*befel him in Zearne: 
He went into'a cefrtairrTowa in the 
Country, either for diverſion, ar 
for' ſome 'redfon, relating to . his 
Health , for Be did notacquaint me 
Ether with the place or the:occaſton 
*of the journey z one night as he was 
ſleep I he heard a voice which 
.cxN'd him by his name. Caliznow 3 
* ke © here» 


D vine” Dreams. ). L21; 
hereupon waking. and | hearing. no- 
 moreof it, he/imagin'd, that he hag, 
dream'd, and. fell aſleep; again, a. 
little afcer he heard the ſame: voice, 
calling him in the ſame manner,, 
which made a preater impreflion up> 
gn him, then; befoxe;z ſo that be. 
ing awaken'd' he call'd his wife, 
who was with him, and told her. 
what had happen'd, ſo that they 
both lay waking for ſome time, .ex- 
petting whether they might hear 
the voice again, and whether it 
would ſay any thing more to them , 
At laſt the voice awaken'd him the 
third time, | calling him by his 
name, and advis'd him to retire 
preſently out of the Town, and ta 
remove 'his family » for that the 
plague would rage horribly ,in hag 
place within few daySg tO which 

'& added, that it was very well thag 

he followed this direQton, for as 

much 25S within few days after the 

plague began in the Town, and 

deſtroy'd a-great number af prope. 


tz 4: ſe bopcerning 
This was certainly' an Ange! thar 
tke tohim , who by the favour- 
le and benign providence of God 
drew him''our' of thar* 'danper, 
which otherwiſe had been unavoid- 
dble. For whether the'plagne came 
by the infe&tion of rhe air, or by 
the Communication of ſome infeR1- 
ous perſons, 'or whether 'ſome Sor- 
_ Cerers and Witches (as they fay, 
_ they  fometiines do-) 'had reſolv'd 
ro diffufe ' their infeious poiſons 
m that place, 'it was that which 
did not exceed the knowledge of 
in Angel. Now if theſe bleſſed 
Spirits, which are appointed as a 
guard to pious men in obedience 
to Gods Command, 'do ſometimes 
by ſpeaking give them ſuch 4d- 
vertiſements, they alſo by che ſame 
command may 'convey the ſame 
horices 'to 'Theth 'By 'Ureams. The 
hiſtory. of the laſt age doth'ſo fully 
arreſt the truth 'of that of Tewis 'of 
#Boarboy, Prince of Conde, that we 
catinot Teafonably doubc _— 
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A lictle before his } rh iy 
Dyeh&;, he Greatn'd "that he hit 
"ved three battedls, eb iges 
ly *one afrer_andther ; " ercin he 
had: got' the. victory ; xd where 
his three great udififes were 
flain.'' But that at laſt he alfo 
" was mortally wounded , and that 
after they were laid one upon an- 
other, he © alſo. was laid npon 
their Teal bodies. The event was 
remarkable : - for the Mareſhal a 
& immire was kill'd at Drehx,' the 
Duke of: Gliſe z Francis of Lirrain, 
at: Orleahs, the- Conneftable of 
Nvbtmavenicy at 'S* Dennis, and this 
was the Tritmvirate, which, they 
fay, had ſworh the ruine of thoſe 
the Religion , ad the deftru- 
Aidn df 'rhae Prince, Ac TaRt, he 
himfelf was f{zin at Buſſac, a5 if there 
had been a continuation of dearhs 


__ Funerals. 


 Afthough there were ſome Cie- 


ces in _ dreain which did 
= not 
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not exaGly, agree with theip. aG- 
compliſhment , | as that he im3gi- 
ned that..his Enemies. .died in three. 
batrels z far the Duke of Guiſe di- 
ed otherwiſe, being aſſaſſinated by 
Poltrot ,, and that he conceiv'd in 
bis dream, :that he always cams 
off victorious, for he himſelf was 
taken at Dreux,, and the glory of 
the vitory at S* Derwis was diſpu- 
red, and *'tis believ'd, thar ar 
Baſſac, he. did not anly loſe his 
life, bur the Battel roo. Yer 
notwithſtanding upon the whole, 
this viſton did not ceaſe to be very 
admirable, and. it hath beea look- 
ed upon. as. ſuch by reaſon of the 
greatneſs of the events : But there 
might be ſomething natural. in it, 
in reſpect. of the formation of. the 
images .in the phanfie of . the 
Prince, For. he having the tem. 
perature of a Lion, and being 
brought up in War, and Com- 
manding -an. Army , +, might: eaſily 
dream of nM | 


d ; 
Sz. the evening 
before 
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before ſo great a Combat. 'Andhe 
himſelf ſeem'd ſufficiently. ro acs 
knowledge this when repeating the 
drezm he us$'d this Preface ; 7 
know very well that we muſt not give 
any treat to dreams, " bat yet '1 muſt 
relate 'rb you what 1 dream'd laſt night, 
and 'in truth one who thus ſpeaks 
ſufficiently teſtiffes, | 0n/the one 
ſide, thar his dream appear'd ta 
him extraordinary, and that it had 
made” a great- impreſſion upon. his 
mind: and onthe other; that he did 
nor /look upon it as abſolutely ſu+ 
pernatural, ſeeing he ſomewhat 
doubred whether he ſhould. make 
any relationof it : Bur neverthe- 
leſs, an Angel, to whom God kad 
given ſome little foreſight of the 
facceſs of theſe Civil Wars, and 
of the end of theſe 'Caprains; 
might very - well concern himſelf 
herein by his permiſſion, with de- 
ſign to give! the. Prince ſome ads 
vertiſements for he might draw 
this advantage from hence , _—_ 
n 
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por tg cootinue the War apy lou- 
ger if he had 2 mind $0 eſcape 
death, or ſeriouſly to prepare 
himſelf., . as he ſboyld: ſee we? 
mie$ ta depart this lifes 3od. both 
theſe thipgs were worthy of a gaod 

ngel, wlia had a:care of the. life 
of. chis.greitt Prince and alſo gf this 
Salyation,; /There are: alſo ſeyeral 
metnorable things of ſuch who 
were. ſaved from thej Maſlacre, by 
the advertiſement of dreams, which 
if triie,, as 1 (ce vo reaſonable 
eauſe to: -doubr of them, they 
could proceed from nothing elle, bus 
Hhgels as. the truth. of the things, 
am the pubRual accompliſhmene did 
fufficieatly evidence. 


* "2 | Sx 
- Bur my. intention here is not . to 
report hiſtories, but to make A} heo- 
logical and Rational Reflexions 
upon this matter, - And the con- 


eluſion 1 draw hence is, that God 
has not now tied his hands; bu 
that te may ſtill give ſach notices 
"f T fo 
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p 
to men, : alchough this be doye ve- 
ty rarely : However we'tmay here 
make this obſervation; 'thar as, 
when the queſtion is - concern 
ſuch miracles as may be done by the 
Miniftery of Angels (for every 
one knows that there 'are- ſome; 
which cannot be dotie but only 
by the power. of God ) we ought 
carefally. to. examine whether they 
be done — good ot bad dnes, that 
ſo we ſuffer: not our ſelves to be 
abuſed by the ſeducement of lies 
and errors fo. here there 'is need 
of a. great citcntnſpeRions to jadge 
of theſe nocturnal viſions, All the 
a&tions of men are either good in 

themſelves, or evil' in their own 

nature, or indifferent and intet- 
mediate betwixrt theſe ; if ther) 

any ſuch dream indtice us to 2 


VF 
* 


' 200d aQion, and from. whence 


there can follow' tho bad event, 


ſach a dream ought nor'to be ſu: 
{pected by usz but if ir incline 


| iy eyil , we ought abſo- 
"= «Ai ®M lately 
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lutely_ tq-.condemn and rejee: it; 
as. a delnſion of the Devil ;- and 
as for indifferent actions, the cir- 
cumſtances , that accompany then, 
uſually determining: their nature, I 
would here rather. be guided by 
Prudence and Charity, which are 
the general Rules -of our converſa- 
tion, then by the, inducement and 
perſwaſion of dreams. And ne+ 
vertheleſs where . Prudence and 
Charity. ſhould both agree with 
an extraordinary viſion, I do de- 
clare that ſuch | an inducement 


to me would be very confider- 
able, 1 


Laſtly, as for dreams that pros 
ceed from natural cauſes, I ſup- 
poſe that where I ' have ſpoken 
of their cauſes from whence they 
Droceed, I have ſufficiently. di- 
ſcover'd their: vanity. It is cers 
tainly a -great weakneſs of mind 
or a ſuperſtition very unworthy of 
Chriſtians in the leaſt: to rely; on 
; Þ | them, 
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them, either for the conjectu« 
ring of that which is come, ot 
for founding our reſolutions of 
leaſt importance upon them. I 
ſhall only here give two adyet- 
tiſements, the one whereof re- 
ſpeRts the health of the Body, the 
other the ſafety of the Soul, Firſt, 
then we ought to have 2 regard 
to our dreams, when they may 

furniſh us with ſome indications 

concerning the conſtitution of our 

owa bodies; that if they mark 

out any fault in our tempers, or any 

diſorder in the humours of obr 

body, and fo threaten us with ſome 

diſeaſe or ſickneſs, that then we may 

ptovide againſt it by the Gourle of 

| Phylick. Ro bs 


As for the ſecond, if the fre- 
quency of certain dreams, and 
their evil quality, do inform 
us that we are inclin'd to ſome vi- 
' cious paſſions ( although this may 
be. better a” by our adtions 


Wai- 
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waking, then by our dreamsY 
that we then endeavonr to cor- 
ret them by' Chriſtian Morality, 
Laſtly, ſince as Philoſophers have 
obſerv'd, the quality of dreams 
is a fign and roken not only of 
the conſtitution of our bodies, bur 
alſo of our minds, that the moſt 
vertuous have always the moſt fo 
ber and temperate dreams, every 
one therefore ought carefully, to 
give himſelf to the exerciſe of 
Vertve, Temperance and Sobrie- 
ty, that fo he be not importun'd 
and moleſted with turbulent ima- 
g1NAations, 


Thus, moſt Honoured Brother, 
you have the reſulrs of my thoughts 
when at certain ſpare hours in 
my journey I ſet my ſelf ro me- 
Citate on this ſubjet ; if othet 
Mairs had nor deny'd me further 
leiſure, and if I had nor been 
upon other deſigns, which I both 
promiſed, and which have been 
long 
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long expected from me, I had 
beſtow'd more care and ſtudy in 
this little Work, All that I was 
able to do, was to finiſh it; 
which I partly doubted whether I 
could or no; when 1 firſt ſer Pen 
to Paper : vuch as it i. © 
heartily preſent it to you, and ſhall 
eſteem it happy, if it receive 
your Approbationz for as much 
as that which you receive from - 
the publick ought to render your 
teſtimony beyond exception. Sir, 
I beg the affiſtance of your good 
Prayers to God for me, not only 
that he would give me grace and 
ſtrength to finiſh, what he hach 
put into my mind to undertake, 
for the clearing of his truth, bur 
principally that, notwithſtanding 
the many hindrances I meet withal, 
he would ſtrengthen me with his 
good Spirit, that I may finiſh u'Y 
courſe to his glory, and the edifica- 
tion of his people. And I allo do 


FF that he would 
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heap upon you the. choiſeſt of his 
bleflings, and am aſrrredly, 


Moſt Honoured Brother, 
Your moſt Humble and moſt 
| Obedient Servant, 


Amyraur. 


$:u%24uy, the Grit 
; of the year. 
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